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Trust | You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
you, because he trusts in you. Isaiah 26.3

Dear families,

We hope that everyone had a wonderful half term break. I can’t believe that we are in the month of 
November already. Children have brought home a letter today with all of the key dates and events for 
the rest of this half term. We can’t wait to welcome families in to school for our ‘Learn with Me,’ 
workshops and our annual Christmas events.

Today, our CEO from Staffordshire University Academies Trust visited us. He was overwhelmed by the 
improvements we have made in school to enhance the enrichment opportunities for our children as well 
as the depth and quality of our curriculum and teaching.

Thank you to Miss Tina for our delicious Firework themed lunch on Thursday; the children really 
enjoyed their special meal. The children have been dazzling us with their learning all week just like the 
autumnal fireworks.

During worship this week, we have been considering our new value of ‘Trust.’ The children had some 
excellent ideas linked to how trusting relationships secure friendships and fun. A real highlight of our 
week was our first ever ‘Leaf Team Worship,’ which has been suggested by School Council. It was lovely 
to see the children from each class building friendships and connecting more closely as a leaf team 
group.

Next week, we will be celebrating Children in Need on Friday 13th November. Children can bring in a 
teddy for a teddy bear lunch. In addition to normal school uniform, children can wear Pudsey themed 
accessories. We are also sending home a Pudsey template to fill with coins/donations and to return to 
school next Friday. We can’t wait to see how much money we can raise as a school family.

Here’s to a memorable weekend and week ahead,
from Mrs Keay and our truly sparkling team at St Leonards.

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Thank you for the kind donations towards the poppy appeal; poppies 
will continue to be sold today and on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. We will be exploring remembrance in Worship and the 
themes of ‘Trust, Love and Friendship. The children have been making 
poppies, poems and prayers to add to a whole school remembrance 
display.

Following some unexpected delays, our extension 
has re-commenced, and the builders have been 
very busy adding a steel frame and knocking 
through to the extension; the room is looking so 
big as you can see from the photos.



Let all that you do, be done in love – Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do be done in love.
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Learn to Love, Love to Learn

This week we have been singing our 
school hymn:

God suit
Cheeky Pandas | DANCE WITH HERBIE: God Suit 

On

Thank you for all your 
donations of cardboard tubes.  

We now have enough. 
Mrs Carrington

Dear God,

Thank you for our leaf teams at school and our new Wednesday Worship.

Help us to be kind to each other as we learn to love and love to learn.

Help us to show respect to our leaf team leaders who are here to help and guide us 
especially at lunch time.

Thank you for the opportunity to work together this term in our mixed year groups 
to connect, make friends and enjoy each others company. 

Amen.

What do we love 
about our school?

Hallie “I love coming to school so I can learn 
new things, see my friends & teachers”
Teddy “Doing Art & DT”
Daisy “Playing with my friends”
Rupert “I love all my friends at St Leonard’s”
Grace “I love my teachers at St Leonard’s”

Class Owls – Parents Evening
Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th

November.
Booking sheets are now in the entrance hall, 
please enter your name next to a convenient 
time slot.
Thank you

Wellies

Could ALL children please have a pair 
of wellies at school.  It is important 

that the children have wellies in school 
every day so they can join in with 

impromptu sessions in the forest area, 
wet play and they are also needed 

when we walk across the farmers field 
to church.  Thank you.

Richard spotted an 
item of the builders 
on the car park and 
asked Mrs Trumble 
“why is there a 

giant cannon on 
the car park?” – it 

was the builders 
cement mixer!! ☺

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhRvejJV7_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhRvejJV7_8


This week, we explored the story ‘Little 
Glow’ and learned about how light is used 

in different celebrations. Through 
discussions, creative activities, and play, we 

discovered the significance of light in 
Bonfire Night, birthdays, and Diwali, 

noticing how candles, fireworks, diyas, and 
lanterns help mark special occasions and 

bring people together. We created 
celebration-themed artwork, explored light 
and shadow using torches and sources of 
light, and shared our own experiences of 
family traditions. Inspired by Little Glow, 
we also reflected on themes of kindness, 

belonging, and how even a small light can 
make a positive difference, helping us 

develop an appreciation of the ways people 
celebrate across different cultures and 

communities. We have talked about people 
who help us in the community around this 
time of year such as firefighters. In Maths, 

Reception have been subitising groups of 1, 2 
and 3 items. This has developed an 

understanding of what each number looks 
like, and what it is made up of.







Children made sparklers from twigs and leaves, 
created autumn-inspired patterns, and built dens 
with their friends. Lots of creativity and teamwork 
all round! 



Don’t forget to add book your 
child’s school meal onto 

SchoolGrid before 8am in a 
morning. 

You can order a whole term 
in advance if it’s easier!

Our Safeguarding Team
Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing & Mrs Thompson are our Deputy 

Safeguarding Leads.
Should you see something that concerns you, please 

contact the office to speak to any of them.

Learn to Love, Love to Learn

If you could invent a fire work which reflected 
your personality...What would your firework be 

like (colours, shapes, sounds)?

Jarrod “Red, because I love being loud”
Aoife “Purple, sometimes I am shy but other times I can be loud”
Pippa “Quiet fireworks so animals wouldn’t be scared” 
Tommy “My firework would be big and split into 2 pieces, part pink and part yellow 
because they are my favourite colours”
Elsie “Mine would be green because it’s my favourite colour, and it would sound like
bird song as it’s my favourite sound”
Marcie “Mine would be blue because it’s my favourite colour it would be silent 
because I don’t like loud noises”



Thursday PE Kit reminder:

• Black trainers or pumps

• Plain, round neck Teal t-shirt (branded with school logo or unbranded)

• Teal hoodie or school jumper.

• Long black trousers/tracksuit bottoms (Shorts for summer)

• Grey, black or white socks.

• No earrings (safety risk for children)

(No football kits or sports logos)

To support families, for this half term, all classes will have PE as well as 
outdoor learning in the Forest on a Thursday.

This will mean that every Thursday all children should arrive at school 
wearing full school PE kit (including a teal school jumper or teal hoodie 
and jogging bottoms.

On a Thursday, children will need to bring with them the following 
clothing for their time in the Forest. (Forest Kit can be left in school each 
week if you would prefer).

Outdoor Learning in the Forest - Thursdays

In addition to wearing PE kit, children will need:

• A warm, waterproof coat

• Waterproof trousers or an all-in-one waterproof suit (if heavy rain is 
forecast)

• A hat, scarf and gloves (during colder weather)

• Wellies which are stored at school (or walking boots/socks)

• No earrings (safety risk for children)

Learn to Love, Love to Learn





Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 11th November Owls rescheduled Parents Evening

Thursday 12th November Owls rescheduled Parents Evening

Friday 13th November Children in Need – add spotty accessories to your uniform

Monday 16th November Anti-bullying day come to school in Odd Socks!

Tuesday 17th November Open Day for Reception 2027 intake 9.30am & 1:30pm

Friday 20th November 8:50am Year 1 parents – join your child for Phonics & Reading session

Friday 20th November 2.30pm Nursery parents – Oracy focus; please join us even if Friday isn’t 
your usual day in school

Monday 23rd November 8:50am Reception parents – join your child for Phonics & reading session

Friday 27th November 8:50am Foxes parents – Multiplication check workshop

Friday 4th December Christmas tree light switch on & carols

Monday 7th December Pantomime – more info to follow

Tuesday 15th December Nativity AFTERNOON performance – more info to follow

Wednesday 16th December Nativity MORNING performance – more info to follow

Thursday 17th December Christmas Jumper day & Party afternoon

Friday 18th December – 9.15am Church Service at St Leonard’s Church everyone welcome

Friday 18th December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4th January Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5th January Back to school

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term

Monday 22nd February Back to school

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk
The office is manned:
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am – 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.
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