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Thankfulness |  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,

Thank you to our whole school family for an inspiring week at St Leonard’s full of learning, 
wonder and joy. 

Learn to Love and Love to Learn
Each week, I join the children in class and our ‘love to learn,’ motto really does shine through. I 
am always dazzled by the children’s curiosity and creativity. Highlights this week have been 
seeing Hedgehog classes love of phonics and the pride the children are showing for learning new 
sounds. In Owls, I was astounded on Wednesday, when I joined the children as they were 
writing some fantastic sentences using phonic mats to support their spelling choices. When I 
joined Foxes class, the children were enjoying the challenge of manipulating the value of tens, 
hundreds and thousands. 
Noah’s Ark – Worship Focus
In worship, we have been exploring the story of Noah’s ark and examples of thankfulness linked 
to this half term’s value focus. The children are looking forward to creating some artwork, 
poems or prayers linked to the story/our theme of thankfulness. I look forward to displaying 
these in our school entrance. 
Book Sunggle Boxes – Exciting New Resources
Mrs Thompson who is our Early Years Leader also leads on Reading and Jigsaw PSHE. She has 
been taking feedback from the children to develop this year’s ‘Book Snuggle’ boxes. The resources 
are being purchased based on the children’s feedback and we look forward to launching our 
updated ‘Book Snuggle’ baskets next Friday.  Each week, six lucky children will have the reading 
boxes to enjoy as a family. 
Hedgehog Classroom Update
Our mobile extension was expected to be finalised by the end of next week however due to 
unexpected adaptations, the new completion date is expected to be 6th November. Whilst 
disappointed with the delay, we know that the new classroom will definitely be worth the wait. 
Unfortunately, we will need to delay several parent engagement sessions which we had planned 
for this half term including phonic and maths workshops, Rock-it Music performance and our 
resident artist visit. These have all be moved to after half term (see dates below). We can’t wait 
to welcome everyone into classes in the very near future. The children have adapted so well to 
not having a hall space currently; we are so proud.

Thank you to everyone for the care, kindness and learning we have shared together this week.

Hope that you enjoy lots of fun over the weekend,
Mrs Keay and our creative school team.
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Let all that you do, be done in love – Corinthians 16:14 



Learn to Love, Love to Learn

Notice of price increase.
Please note after ½ term there will be an increase 
in the cost of Before & After School Care and 
clubs for children in Reception & above.  (Nursery 
charges were increased in September)

Reading at St Leonard’s 
A reminder that children read at least 
4 times per week. The magic of books 

enables children to flourish in so 
many ways.



Year 2 Spellings

knee

know

sign

design

wrist

write

what

undo



Year 1 have been portioning a whole into two parts.

The children enjoyed a creative outdoor learning challenge where they used natural resources found 
in our outdoor area to create their own unique characters. Using items such as leaves, sticks, stones, 
and flowers, they carefully designed and built their characters, showing great imagination and 
problem-solving skills.
Once their characters were complete, the children worked hard to construct homes for them using 
additional natural materials. They then brought their creations to life by inventing and sharing 
stories about their characters, thinking about where they lived, their adventures, and their special 
personalities.
This activity encouraged creativity, communication, teamwork, and storytelling, while helping the 
children develop a deeper appreciation for the natural world around them. We were so impressed 
with their imagination and enthusiasm! 





Class Hedgehogs had great fun 
during outdoor learning this 

week as they explored primary 
colours and experimented with 
colour mixing. Using "natural 
paintbrushes" such as leaves, 
feathers, apples, sticks and 

conkers, the children created 
beautiful artwork while 

discovering how colours can 
change and blend together.

Hedgehogs class have been learning all 
about The Colour Monster this week! We 
have learnt about colours, emotions and 
the weather! We have enjoyed talking 
about how we feel and using colour to 

represent our emotions. We have 
experimented with colour mixing and set 

up our own weather station . The children 
have enjoyed observing the weather and 
talking about the changes they notice 

around us.



During outdoor learning this week, Class 
Foxes learnt a new game, a ‘wild twist’ 
on Rock, Paper, Scissors. Through play, 
the children developed important skills 

such as teamwork, cooperation, 
strategic thinking and loyalty to their 

team. They also explored the importance 
of having fun, showing resilience and 

understanding that taking part is more 
important than winning.

Congratulations and well done to Miss 
Tina who has gained full marks on a 

‘drop-in’ inspection this week from the 
Foods Standards Agency. 

Don’t forget to add 
book your child’s 
school meal onto 
SchoolGrid before 
8am in a morning. 

You can order a 
whole term in 
advance if it’s 

easier!





Eternal Father
You have provided faithful pastors in every age

To watch over your people and lead them in 
your ways:

As you chose your servant Chad
To be the first bishop of your church in Lichfield, 

so raise up for us, who follow Christ in his 
footsteps today,

A shepherd to lead your people in the joy and 
steadfastness of the Holy spirt,

That all may know the abundant life which you 
give us in Jesus Christ your son.

Amen

We have been learning:
Autumn Days

Autumn Days When the Grass is 
Jewelled (singing and lyrics) (StF 121 / 

BBC Come and Praise 4)
My Lighthouse

Click the link below to hear the 
music:

My Lighthouse with lyrics (Rend 
Collective)

Learn to Love, Love to Learn

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please 
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Appointments
A reminder that if your child has an appointment during the day, please let the office 
know so that your child can be marked correctly in the register.  A copy of the 
appointment letter or screenshot of a text confirmation will be required for the absence 
to be authorised.  Thank you

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ
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Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 14th October Foxes - Hay House Farm Trip

Monday 19th October - 4pm Foxes - Cross Country Competition @ Marshbrook

Thursday 22nd October – 9:15am Join us at St Leonard’s Church for our Harvest & Values Service

Friday 23rd October Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2nd November Back to school

Friday 13th November Children in Need – money line

Monday 16th November Anti-bullying day come to school in Odd Socks!

Tuesday 17th November Open Day for Nursery 2026 & Reception 2027 intake

Friday 20th November 8:50am Year 1 parents – join your child for Phonics

Monday 23rd November 8:50am Reception parents – join your child for Phonics

Friday 27th November 8:50am Foxes parents – Multiplication check workshop

Friday 4th December Christmas tree light switch on & carols

Monday 7th December Pantomime

Friday 18th December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4th January Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5th January Back to school

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term

Monday 22nd February Back to school

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk
The office is manned:
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am – 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.
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