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Thankfulness |  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear parents,

Joy, fun and friendship are three words to summarise our wonderful week here at St Leonard’s.
It was so lovely to hear about Foxes trip to Hay House Farm and with so much exploration in the 
countryside on our doorstep. The children enjoyed teaching me all about arable farming! We have our 
very own Harvest Festival next Thursday; we warmly welcome families to join us at St Leonard’s 
Church. Donations will be shared with the Food Bank at Rising Brook Church.

Alison Lloyd (our Education Mental Health Practitioner) has visited us in school today to meet children 
over lunch. She was so impressed with our improved lunch time play provision and seeing the children 
enjoy activities such a mindful colouring, lego, sand/water play, mud kitchen, den building, small world 
‘dinosaur’ play as well as a new ball game which Mr H taught us on Thursday. Alison also saw our new 
‘PALS’ –(Play and Learning Squad) in action too.  She was so impressed and commented:
“It was lovely to see the new play areas at lunch time. The impact on the children and their ability to 
work together is superb. It was so calm on the playground and the children’s manners are excellent. It 
is wonderful to see the interaction between the younger and older children. I can see such a big 
difference at St Leonards.”
Members of the Education Mental Health team will be at Parents’ Evening next week with leaflets and 
ideas to support children’s well-being.

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Excitingly, snuggle baskets have been re-launched 
today. The children have suggested ideas to make our 
‘reading’ baskets even more special for this year. 
Baskets have more books to enjoy, crayons as well as 
a ‘Special’ book for children to add pictures, photos, 
quotes or writing linked to their reading. Over the 
year, every child will have the chance to enjoy our 
new snuggle baskets. 

For this year, we have new book-marks and stationary for our ‘Reading Rocket’ prizes which the 
children helped to choose. A reminder that children should read to an adult four times a week. For 
every 20 reads, there is a prize reward. 

Today, I had the pleasure to meet with Worship Council, and the team are very excited to be leading 
class worship and prayers. They have also written a new prayer for us to enjoy at the end of ‘Leaf 
Team Worship’ which will start next Wednesday. The children are looking forward to joining in mixed 
year groups more regularly and to build friendships as a team.

Wishing everyone a snuggly weekend ahead,

Mrs Claire Keay and the superb St Leonard’s team



Let all that you do, be done in love – Corinthians 16:14 



Learn to Love, Love to Learn

Notice of price increase.
Please note after ½ term there will be an increase 
in the cost of Before & After School Care and 
clubs for children in Reception & above.  (Nursery 
charges were increased in September)

Reading at St Leonard’s 
A reminder that children read at least 
4 times per week. The magic of books 

enables children to flourish in so 
many ways.



Swimming Swimming
Dancing

Rupert “I love our school because 
every person here likes playing 

together and learning”
Evie “I like playing with my 

friends”
Matilda “One of the most 

amazing things is that we have
play & lunchtime and I get to

play with my friends”

Kickboxing Football

Arlo: “I’d like to be 6 metres tall 
so I could see God.”

Ruby: “6 metres because you could 
reach things from high cupboards 
and places.”

Amelie: “I’d like to be 6cm because 
I would look cute and I could see 
in the bottom of cupboards.



H A R V E S T  F E S T I V A L

T h u r s d a y  2 2 n d O c t o b e r  
9 . 1 5 a m

S t  L e o n a r d ’ s  C h u r c h ,
D u n s t o n

E V E R Y O N E  W E L C O M E

We welcome any donations for 
Rising Brook Food Bank

Class Hedgehogs had a brilliant week in outdoor 
learning, turning their classroom ideas into real-life 

creations. Our young designers used natural 
materials to build cosy little homes for their friends 

of the forest, thinking carefully about shapes, 
stability and materials. They even explored new 

vocabulary, including 'imagination' and 
'waterproof'.





This week, we have been enjoying the story 
"In Every House on Every Street" and 

exploring what makes a house a home. We 
have discussed different types of homes, 

looking at where people live and 
discovering the different homes that 

animals need.
In our creative learning, we have explored 
the work of artist Paul Klee, using shapes 

and printing techniques to recreate our own 
colourful houses. We have been 

experimenting with shapes, patterns and 
colours to create our own unique artwork.





A trip to Hay House 
Farm, Dunston



Cross Country – Monday 19th October
If you are entering the Cross Country competition you need to arrive 
at Marshbrook First School, Penkridge by 4pm.  Please wear your 
school PE kit and bring a drinks bottle.



Owls looked at a range of sculptures by the artist Andy Goldsworthy.
Then they used clay to make similar sculptures.



Don’t forget to add book your 
child’s school meal onto 

SchoolGrid before 8am in a 
morning. 

You can order a whole term 
in advance if it’s easier!

Free School Meals
We want to make sure every child gets the support and healthy meals they are entitled to during 
the school day.

What has changed?

From September 2026, Free School Meal eligibility has expanded. Under current government 
guidelines, families receiving Universal Credit can qualify for school meals.

• Targeted Free School Meals: Available to households on Universal Credit with an annual net 
earned income of £7,400 or less (plus other qualifying benefits like Income Support or Child 
Tax Credit). Qualifies for extra Pupil Premium funding.

• Expanded Free School Meals: Covers school meals for pupils in households receiving Universal 
Credit above the £7,400 threshold.

Why should you apply?

• Financial support: Save money on school lunches and ensure your child receives a hot, 
healthy meal.

• Pupil Premium funding: If you qualify for Targeted FSM, the school receives extra funding 
(Pupil Premium) to spend on learning support, resources, and wellbeing activities for the 
students. Your child will not be treated any differently.

How to apply

• You can check your eligibility and submit an application online via Apply for Free School 
Meals - Staffordshire County Council.

Even if you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly encourage you to submit a check. If you 
get a confirmed result please let us know.

Many thanks, The Office Team

https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/


We have been learning:

This Little Light of Mine
"This Little Light Of Mine"

Harvest Samba
Harvest Samba (Cabbages and Greens) 

[with lyrics for congregations]

Learn to Love, Love to Learn

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please 
contact the office to speak to either of them.

WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 94%

Worship Council Prayer

Dear God,

Let us work together in our ‘Leaf Teams,’

To bring happiness to our school;

Guide us through any lonely times;

Bringing us back together always.

With love and connection bring us hope and 
joy.

Amen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ&list=RDcKkbIZtqhyQ&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqpkWsR6Yew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqpkWsR6Yew


St Leonard's CE (VA) Primary School  |  Friday Post



Dates for the Diary

Monday 19th October - 4pm Foxes - Cross Country Competition @ Marshbrook

Tuesday 20th October Hedgehogs Parents Evening 3.30-5.30pm

Wednesday 21st October Hedgehogs Parents Evening 2.30 3.10pm

Wednesday 21st October Owls & Foxes Parents Evening 3.20 5.30pm

Thursday 22nd October – 9:15am Join us at St Leonard’s Church for our Harvest & Values Service

Thursday 22nd October Owls & Foxes Parents Evening 3.20 5.30pm

Friday 23rd October Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2nd November Back to school

Friday 13th November Children in Need – money line

Monday 16th November Anti-bullying day come to school in Odd Socks!

Tuesday 17th November Open Day for Nursery 2026 & Reception 2027 intake

Friday 20th November 8:50am Year 1 parents – join your child for Phonics

Monday 23rd November 8:50am Reception parents – join your child for Phonics

Friday 27th November 8:50am Foxes parents – Multiplication check workshop

Friday 4th December Christmas tree light switch on & carols

Monday 7th December Pantomime

Friday 18th December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4th January Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5th January Back to school

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term

Monday 22nd February Back to school

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk
The office is manned:
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am – 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.
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