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Thankfulness |  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,

We’ve had a lovely week at St Leonard’s.

We are really proud of the children and how they are settling into new classes. We never 
underestimate the move from Early Years to Year One or the transition from Key Stage 
One to Key Stage Two (Y2-3). We are very lucky that teachers know all of the children 
well which supports these key transitions.

As a school team, we are ambitious in our pursuit to provide excellence in every area of 
our curriculum. Our new scheme called ‘Jigsaw’ is greatly enhancing the children’s 
learning, reflection and progression. Later in the year, we will be welcoming parents in to
school to join one of our circle time sessions; we can’t wait to share this with you.

Since the start of September, we have been working hard to improve the resources to 
enhance play at lunchtime. Every week we are introducing three new stations/activities 
to enhance creative play. We have a new leadership team called PALS (our Play and 
Learning Squad) who are leading our play action plan. These are the activities introduced 
so far:
Week 1: Mud kitchen, sand play, Lego play.
Week 2: Dinosaur small world, crates/planks-large construction.
Next week: Music/drama area, Easel/art and farm shop.
We look forward to sharing photos of our enhanced play in action with you next week.

During music on Monday, the children in Owls and Foxes, enjoyed using Ukuele 
instruments; it was lovely to see everyone enjoying music together. As soon as our 
building work is finished we will be inviting parents to half termly ‘Rock-it’ music 
performances. We can’t wait to share the children’s musical talents.

Our extension to Hedgehog class continues to progress well. The roof is now finished the 
lovely floor to ceiling windows have been installed. The scaffolding will be coming down 
next week so this will give everyone the chance to see how the build is progressing. It’s 
very exciting.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead,
Mrs Claire Keay

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk



Let all that you do, be done in love – Corinthians 16:14 



Learn to Love, Love to Learn

Notice of price increase.
Please note after ½ term there will be an increase 
in the cost of Before & After School Care and 
clubs for children in Reception & above.  (Nursery 
charges were increased in September)



Owls have been continuing 
to find out about the artist 

Andy Goldsworthy. We 
found out that he often 
creates curved, winding 

works of art in the outdoors. 
We went outside and 

enjoyed working in groups 
to collect fallen apples and 

create our own curved, 
winding lines.

Year 2 
Spellings



office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Don’t forget to add 
book your child’s 
school meal onto 
SchoolGrid before 
8am in a morning. 

You can order a 
whole term in 
advance if it’s 

easier!

Why do grapes need to be cut?
For the safety of all our children, we ask that any 
grapes sent into school are cut lengthways in half. 
Whole grapes are a known choking hazard because 
their size, shape, and texture can easily block a child's 
airway. This can also be said for small tomatoes. 
Cutting them significantly reduces this risk and helps 
us keep everyone safe. Thank you for your support and 
understanding.



In Hedgehogs class this week, we have 
been exploring the wonderful things our 

bodies can do! We shared some 
baby photos and discussed how we 

change from a baby, to a toddler and 
then into a child. We have looked at our 
bones and talked about our skull, spine 
and rib cage. We have used our senses to 
explore, including smelling scented dough 
and describing taste during snack time! 
In our outdoor learning session we made 

skeletons using natural materials.





Music - We enjoyed learning how to play simple notes on 
the ukulele this week. We practised strumming the strings 
and learned how to play some simple notes and rhythms. 

We had lots of fun making music together!

Art - We enjoyed painting our peppers that we created 
last week. We had lots of fun choosing different colours 
and adding our own creative touches to make our peppers 
look bright and colourful!

English - This week, we have been asking questions to the characters in our text 
and enjoyed playing different roles. We had lots of fun using our imagination 
and thinking about what the characters might say and feel.

If you haven’t

already, please

return your slip 

for the visit to 

Hay House Farm.





Well done to Nursery 100% attendance again this week!

Dear God,
Thank you for the love in 
our hearts and our school.
Thank you for our family 

and friends who care for us.
Help us to say ‘thank you’ 
today for the beauty of our 

world
And the care from each 

other.
Amen

We have been learning:

Autumn Days

Click the link below to hear the music:
Autumn Days When the Grass is Jewelled 

(singing and lyrics) (StF 121 / BBC Come and 
Praise 4)

Learn to Love, Love to Learn

Achievements  from home

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
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Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 14th October Foxes - Hay House Farm Trip

Monday 19th October - 4pm Foxes - Cross Country Competition @ Marshbrook

Thursday 22nd October – 9:15am Join us at St Leonard’s Church for our Harvest & Values Service

Friday 23rd October Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2nd November Back to school

Friday 18th December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4th January Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5th January Back to school

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term

Monday 22nd February Back to school

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk
The office is manned:
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am – 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please 
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding representative 
on our LAC.  She supports the school in ensuring 

that Safeguarding is a priority.
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