Friday Post

Friday 25t September 2026

Thankfulness | Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God

Dunston in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,
We've had a lovely week at St Leonard’s.

We are really proud of the children and how they are settling into new classes. We never
underestimate the move from Early Years to Year One or the transition from Key Stage
One to Key Stage Two (Y2-3). We are very lucky that teachers know all of the children
well which supports these key transitions.

As a school team, we are ambitious in our pursuit to provide excellence in every area of
our curriculum. Our new scheme called ‘Jigsaw’ is greatly enhancing the children'’s
learning, reflection and progression. Later in the year, we will be welcoming parents in to
school to join one of our circle time sessions; we can't wait to share this with you.

Since the start of September, we have been working hard to improve the resources to
enhance play at lunchtime. Every week we are introducing three new stations/activities
to enhance creative play. We have a new leadership team called PALS (our Play and
Learning Squad) who are leading our play action plan. These are the activities introduced
so far:

Week 1: Mud kitchen, sand play, Lego play.

Week 2: Dinosaur small world, crates/planks-large construction.

Next week: Music/drama area, Easel/art and farm shop.

We look forward to sharing photos of our enhanced play in action with you next week.

During music on Monday, the children in Owls and Foxes, enjoyed using Ukuele
instruments; it was lovely to see everyone enjoying music together. As soon as our
building work is finished we will be inviting parents to half termly ‘Rock-it’ music
performances. We can't wait to share the children’s musical talents.

Our extension to Hedgehog class continues to progress well. The roof is now finished the
lovely floor to ceiling windows have been installed. The scaffolding will be coming down
next week so this will give everyone the chance to see how the build is progressing. It's
very exciting.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead,
Mrs Claire Keay

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk
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Care, Love and Kindness

Award

Let all that you do, be done in love — Corinthians 16:74
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Notice of price increase.

Please note after + term there will be an increase
in the cost of Before & After School Care and
clubs for children in Reception & above. (Nursery
charges were increased in September)

t DEAR FAMILIES,

WERE DELIGHTED TO SHARE THAT ON THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER, OUR SCHOOL
CATERING TEAM WILL BE HOSTING A SPACE DAY THEMED LUNCH!

OUR TEAMS WILL BE SERVING A TASTY MENV PACKED WITH CHILDREN'S
FAVOURITES, INCLUDING CHICKEN METEOR-BITE BURGERS OR VENUS VEGGIE
BURGERS, GUARDIAN FRIES OF THE GALAXY AND BLACK HOLE BEANS OR
PLANETARY PEAS, FOLLOWED BY JUPITER JELLY AND ICE CREAM FOR DESSERT.

MEALS CAN BE ORDERED IN THE USUAL WAY. IF YOUR CHILD DOESN'T USVALLY
HAVE A SCHOOL MEAL, SPACE DAY IS THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE ONE
A TRY AND ENJOY ONE OF OUR SPECIAL THEMED EVENTS. PLEASE CONTACT THE
SCHOOL OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ORDERING.

A REMINDER THAT ALL CHILDREN IN RECEPTION, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 ARE +
ENTITLED TO FREE SCHOOL MEALS. CHILDREN IN OLDER YEAR GROUPS MAY
ALSO BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS ~ YOU CAN CHECK YOUR
ELIGIBILITY HERE: HTTPS:/WWW.GOV.UK/APPLY-FREE-SCHOOL-MEALS

WE CAN'T WAIT TO WELCOME EVERYONE FOR A LUNCHTIME FULL OF COSMIC FUN
AND ‘TASTY FOOD!

»

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT PRIMARY®IMPACTFOOD.CO.UK

3 oN
o{,‘:l's",‘:,::dce DAY

N SPEciaL MENY!

re must be made in advance.
‘ore School Care if in Reception & above,
pre-booked for Before School Care.

Learn to Love, Love to Learn
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g your school do

Don't forget to add
book your child’s
school meal onto
SchoolGrid before
8am in a morning.
You can order a
whole term in
;advance if it's
easier!
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VILLAGE

Children are

NOT ALLOWED

to bring any foods
which contain nuts
into school.

Why do grapes need to be cut?

For the safety of all our children, we ask that any
grapes sent into school are cut lengthways in half.
Whole grapes are a known choking hazard because
their size, shape, and texture can easily block a child's
airway. This can also be said for small tomatoes.

) Some of our children have severe nut allergies. . . . . .
_"— Even a tiny amount of nuts can cause a serious Cutting them significantly reduces this risk and helps
~ allergic reaction, which can be life-threatening.
i e et i mcia wamnn - mok sandisny us keep everyone safe. Thank you for your support and

foods containing nuts into school. u n.d.e rsta n.d.l ng )

Thank you for your support in keeping our school a safe place for all. @

|=ree School Meuls: What is changing Howdol

Parents and carers should apply through their

. Free School Meals will be available to all children in local council application process. This is usually:
A healthy lunch can make a big househoids claiming Universal Credit. Through your local council or local
difference to your child's school day. « The current transitional protection arrangements @ authority website
Free School Meals help children enjoy a will end.
RG50S maal = port families vJvit)Il‘\ . Eligibility will need to be checked again under the @ By visiting the government website -
» SUPP new national rules for all pupils. gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

the cost of living, and can also help

2 g « There will be annual eligibility checks, so applyin:
schools access extra funding for pupils. v, S

early is the best way to make sure everything is % Via your school website
ready before the new school year.

: Free School Meals can support your child’s: m
If your child already receives Free School

Meals, their entitiement might not Your name and contact details
@ Health and we||bein9 automatically continue under the new . Your child’s name and school
rules. You might need to apply again for «+ Your National Insurance number
Concentration and energy S TOME Nebock e or National Asylum Support
@ during lessons Service (NASS) number
9 Who may be eligible? « Details of any quolifyin_g benefits,
EE' Attendance and such as Universal Credit

participation in school life Targeted FSM The application should only take a few minutes.
S This gives your child entitlement to Free School
They canaiso help: 7 @ Meals and may also help their school receive When should | apply?

Pupil

x 0 = Apply Now!
G Zg:;lgffsigggg;a;:z;::ucmg the You may qualify if your household receives or . Gives schools and local teams time to check and
qualifies through: record your child's entitlement
= « Universal Credit with earnings of £7.400 or less a year « Helps make sure your child's Free School Meals
Schools, by helping them identify . Support under Part Vi of the Immigration and

are in place for the start of the 2026/27 year

pupils who may attract additional |:?;;T-¢;;?£Employmem R + Reduces last-minute stress for you and your child
funding to SUPPOI" leurmng, K « The guarantee element of Pension Credit This is especially impongng because families
wellbeing and wider opportunities « No recourse to public funds (NRPF) m|ghg n“d to fe-opply including families whose
. \ y, dy ive Free School Meals.
Even if your child
3 \- sometimes prefers a ( Expanded FSM \ 1. Check 2. Apply 3. Share.
\}%/ . packed lunch, applying This gives your child entitlement to Free School (o O L re
"/ canstill help your Meals. You may qualify if your household : ;’:;Cs:'e{}g‘;&f:;gﬂ;%’;e::dﬂ‘:;:;os
family and your school. & :;cl:z::n:’errsol Coadit with SoviEngexiboti check so every eligible child gets a free
> S 2 3 nutritious meal at school.

office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk




HEDGEHOGS

In Hedgehogs class this week, we have
been exploring the wonderful things our
bodies can do! We shared some
baby photos and discussed how we
change from a baby, to a toddler and
then into a child. We have looked at our
bones and talked about our skull, spine
and rib cage. We have used our senses to

explore, including smelling scented dough

and describing taste during snack time!

In our outdoor learning session we made
skeletons using natural materials.




HEDGEHOGS
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Qur Weekly Home Learning
Learn to Love and Love to Learn’

Year Group: Hedgehogs - Reception

Date: Friday 25™ September

Return Date: Thursday 1st October

Thank you for all of your hard work at school and at home.

This is helping your learning to flourish.

Activities

Daily reading:

Read at least 4 times a week to an adult.

Please record this in your reading journal.

This week we have started to learn the graphemes: i,nm,d
Here is a video modelling the pure sounds we use in phonics.
ELS: Phase 2 pronunciation

Maths:

This week in maths we have been using ‘rules’ to sort objects.
We played a game of "guess my rule” - the children were
fabulous detectives!

We would love to see you playing "Guess my Rule” at home too!

Begin with o large pile of items, such os buttons

Tell children you have o sorting rule, ond thot they
need to guess whot itis

One ot ¢ time, place buttons into your set,
for exomple, buttorns with four holes,

Continue to odd
different buttons

to your set and
encaurage children to
sugoest whot the rule
could be.

Other:

We have been learning about foods that help our bodies grow
and stay strong this week. Please share some of your favourite
meals with us!




Music - We enjoyed learning how to play simple notes on

the ukulele this week. We practised strumming the strings

and learned how to play some simple notes and rhythms.
We had lots of fun making music together!

y
Y J!

Y

—

Art - We enjoyed painting our peppers that we created
last week. We had lots of fun choosing different colours
and adding our own creative touches to make our peppers
look bright and colourful!

If you haven't
already, please
return your slip

for the visit to

Hay House Farm.

4

English - This week, we have been asking questions to the characters in our text
and enjoyed playing different roles. We had lots of fun using our imagination

and thinking about what the characters might say and feel.




FOXES R~

Our Weekly Home Learning
‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn’

Year Group: Foxes

Date: 25.9.26

Return date: 1.10.26

Thank you for all of your hard work at schoel and at home.

This is helping your learning to flourish

Activities

Daily reading
Read af least 4 fimes a week.

Remember reading brings joy and makes you a great writer
too.

MNumber bonds/Timetables:
TT Rockstars- We have a battle on which ends next Friday!
Who will be our champions this week?

Fluency with number bonds and times tables make you a
mighty mathematician.

Spellings:
¥3- See Reading Diary
Y4- See Reading Diary

Other:
Maths (in homework book) linked to this weeks learning of Place
Value.

It you haven't returned your Cross Country slip and would like to
do it, please bring this in next week!
Duplicate letters are available in the office.




Achievements from home

Dear God,
Thank you for the love in
our hearts and our school.

S=

Thank you for our family
We have been learning: and friends who care for us.
Help us to say thank you
Autumn Days today for the beauty of our
Pray world
Click the link below to hear the music: And the care from each
Autumn Days When the Grass is Jewelled other.
(singing and lyrics) (StF 121 / BBC Come and Amen

Praise 4)

Overall (@ Attendance v ¥

3
4
N2

COverall 95.1%

85% 87% 89% 91% 93% 95% 97% 99%

Well done to Nursery 100% attendance again this week!

Learn to Love, Love to Learn



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
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Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 14t October

Foxes - Hay House Farm Trip

Monday 19th October - 4pm

Foxes - Cross Country Competition @ Marshbrook

Thursday 22" October - 9:15am

Join us at St Leonard’s Church for our Harvest & Values Service

Friday 23" October

Inset Day - school closed to pupils

Monday 26" - Friday 30th October | Half Term

Monday 2"¢ November Back to school

Friday 18t December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21t December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4% January Inset Day - school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5t January Back to school

Monday 15t - Friday 19t" February | Half Term

Monday 22" February Back to school

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead
Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding representative
on our LAC. She supports the school in ensuring
that Safeguarding is a priority.
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: Please search for Our School website 1
i St Leonards First School ) I
i —— Home - St Leonards COFE First !
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Telephone: 01785 712488

Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

The office is manned:

Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 4:15pm

Friday: 8:30am - 3:15pm

Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.
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L0
UK Health

Security
Agency

Should | keep my

child off

chool?

Yes

Until...

Chickenpox

at least 5 days from the onset of the rash and
until all blisters have crusted over

Diarrhoea and Vomiting

48 hours after their last episode

Cold and Flu-like illness
(including COVID-19)

they no longer have a high temperature and
feel well enough to attend. Follow the national

guidance if they've tested positive for COVID-19.

their sores have crusted and healed, or 48 hours

impatig after they started antibiotics

Measles 4 days after the rash first appeared

Mumps 5 days after the swelling started

Scabies they've had their first treatment

Scarlet Fever 24 hours after they started taking antibiotics
Whooping Cough 48 hours after they started taking antibiotics

No

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...

Hand, foot and mouth

Glandular fever

Head lice

Tonsillitis

Threadworms

Slapped cheek

Advice and guidance

To find out more, search for
health protection in schools
or scan the QR code or visit
https://qrco.de/minfec.



SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE
N) " SCHOOLS & GPs

CRISIS & INTENSIVE SUPPORT TEAM
Support  Advice » Guidance

7 onvenweex | (@) 9:00am -10:00pm

() CALL NHS 111 -+ CZITB

Before directing any child or young person under 18 to A&E

STOP & CALL FIRST o o

If you are concemed about the mental health of a child or young O

person under 18, please contact our CAMHS Crisis & Intensive
Support Team to speak to a CAMHS Practitioner before directing
*
Lo

them to hospital.

/‘ HOW WE CAN HELP
O @ Mental health
advice and guidance

OUR AIM 4l Risk assessment AFTER 10PM
To reduce avoidable 2=y support Calls will be answered
attendances at lecal A&E by a call handler who
departments and ensure @ Clinical support will ensure CAMHS
children and young people bl Mo chionld receives the information
receive the right support, Assistance in determining for appropriate
in the right place, ﬁ whether an ASE follow-up the
at the right time. attendance is appropriate next morning.

NHS 111 - OPTION 2 ﬁ

CONTACT CAMHS BEFORE REFERRING UNDER 18s TO A&E

NS

J_“pFT Micllands Purfn-vuhlp Univ-rsity

et

Together we are making life better for our communities
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b B ‘ S (CRETS OF T HE
EarlyBird Plus Programme " AS E A S O N "'3(

UTUMN EDITION

Has your child received an autism diagnosis?

Join the National Autistic Society’s EarlyBird Plus programme -
delivered in Staffordshire by the Autism Inclusion Team to ] 4-week online course startin g

understand more about autism and how you can support your child. th
Wednesday 30°" September
Meet other parents and share experiences on our six-week
programme. Designed for parents and carers of autistic children Discover the beauty of the season! Immerse yourself
aged 5 to 10 years, we can help you understand autism and support in the wonders of Autumn through this online
your child, including: : R : A
course, full of flexible ideas to enjoy as a family.
+ understanding autism
+ communication i Families will learn how to make the most of this special time
+ understanding autistic experiences £ | i of year, through a range of creative activities and simple,
+ supporting daily living . g
. seasonal ideas. Drawing upon the Hygge ethos, you will
. connect with the season and embrace the changing season,
to support the health, wellbeing and happiness of the whole
Staffordshire Autism ates: g family. Suitable for all ages.
Inclusion Team will be . B -,
. . . ) . ’\/\/\

delivering this course at: —r This is a 12-hour online course held over 4 weeks, delivered w

s through an introductory zoom session, themed weekly email
packs and access to digital resources.

health and wellbeing
connections.

Lane Green First School,
Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook, . Vo

Wolverhampton, WV8 1EU
™. Staffordshire residents can join this course for FREE. For

10am - 1pm tea and coffee You will need to be able to those living outside Staffordshire there is a cost of £30.

provided. co.n.mwt. to attending all six - w Staffordshin ﬂ
- County Counci
Contact Rebecca to reserve your place or find out
e 2 more - 07525 120117 /
kate.perry@staffordshire.gov.uk Communityforestservices@gmail.com

For more information and to register for this free course please contact:

Staffordshire
County Council

Early Education
and Childcare
Staffordshire

Have Your Say!

Are you the parent of a child under 5 or a parent to be?

=
Have your say on childcare in Staffordshire J
Please complete our childcare survey for 2026 by visiting the link You could be
Lt entitled to help

or scan theQR code. Have your say now!
2 gaatee with childcare costs .,._2;

Visit staffordshire.gov.uk/fundedchildcare Staffordshire
A E County Council

https://tinyurl.com/ys4mdyju



Working together for a safer,

sh'onger commum’tg

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM ARE:

Louise Barton -
Area Coordinator /Ad

B33 louisejbarton@hotn

PCSO Phillip Millichap

‘ n phillip.millichap@staffordshire. police.uk

COMMUNITY SAFETY
& CRIME PREVENTION /
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

www.staMordshresafermoods.co.uk,
community-spead-watch

waw siaffordsiure police U/'advce
dCp-and-ormabon/daa/comestc -

abuse/support-organssations,

CLARE'S LAW
(DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
DISCLOSURE SCHEME)

www Raffordshere police uh roc/reguest)/

B DOMESTIC ABUSE
SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS
]

nrequest-information/cl triege’v
request-information-under clares-law

KNIFE CRIME
AWARENESS AND
SURRENDER INFORMATION

www stalfordshee police b,/ Oz MBabiade

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
& HOUSING ISSUES
Report Neighbourhood issues
and Anti-Social Behaviowr
(Homes Plus)

www M MM SPRILOTOUD.Org um/

NOISE COMPLAINTS

www sstalts gov ulk/novse

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME

& COMMUNITY CLEANLINESS
Fly-Tipping and

Environmental Crime

www sstafts gov.uk/

Litter Bavs
Report via South Staffordatere Councit

www.sstaffs gov.uk,

Report via South Staftordastere Counc
www. S51affs gov Uk,

Graffits
Report via South Sta®ordetvre Councd

www. ssiafts gov.uk

NITROUS
CANISTE!

Never place
canisters n

recycling bar
Iter bins. T
a Household

Centre (HW?
¢ Bilbrook |
o Cannock

Recycling
More informy
wwwy. stafforr

ROADS &
Report a Pot}

www. statford:

CONSUME
& SCAMS

Trading Stan
Report t

www tradings
CONSUIMeTs.'sy

FIRE SAFE

Book a Homw
Safety Chech
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