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Thankfulness |  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,

We’ve really enjoyed our second full week back at school with so many opportunities to experience love, 
learning, enrichment and wonder in line with our heartfelt vision and values. It has been so lovely to 
hear all of the positive feedback from the children and parents about our new choir, musical theatre, 
sewing, sport and dance clubs. As part of our spiritual and enrichment growth, we have been working 
hard to enhance our extra-curricular club offer. In addition, we have also adapted our timetable to 
ensure that ‘Outdoor Learning’ in our woodland area takes place weekly. We look forward to sharing 
lots of updates and to seeing your children flourish in the beauty and wonder of enrichment and nature.
Our building work continues to progress forward and the roof to the nursery/reception class is almost 
complete. We enjoyed watching the new ceiling to floor windows being delivered and can’t wait to see 
them in situ! As a school family, we are resolute in our ambition to ensure that excellence flourishes in 
every aspect of school life. This is why the quality of our learning environment is so important to us. 
High expectations and pride makes such a difference to the children’s growth and ambitions for 
themselves. It is such an exciting time for our school and the improvements that we are making for the 
children.

Our extension work will also allow us to increase nursery numbers with an additional seven places. 
Availability is limited so please do share with friends and family who have nursery age children. We 
look forward to showing prospective/new parents around our beautiful school.

On Wednesday 16th September, two members of our worship team visited Lichfield Cathedral for Bishop 
Michael’s farewell service as Diocesan Bishop of Lichfield. His retirement commences in less than 10 
days time. It was a pleasure to take part in the ‘Children’s Service’ with Bishop Michael and to represent 
our school at this special service. The final blessing from the Bishop was extremely moving and I would 
like to share this with families which dove tails beautifully with our school vision and values:

Life is short
and we do not have much time

to gladden the hearts of those who
make the journey with us.

so be swift to love,
and make haste to be kind,

and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the son, and the Holy Spirit,

Be among you and remain with you always.
Amen

During the week ahead we wish everyone care, love and kindness from the incredible whole school 
family here at St Leonard’s.
Warmest blessings,
Mrs Claire Keay

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk



Let all that you do, be done in love – Corinthians 16:14 



Learn to Love, Love to Learn

This week Owls have been looking at 
the difference between a seed and a 
bulb; they have also been planting 
bulbs which hopefully will brighten 

the outdoor area next Spring!



Miles: A rocket to zoom off to space anytime?

Elsie: Shoes that stop you from falling and 
tripping so you never get hurt again. They 
even grow with your feet too.

Marcey: A dog which helps you to learn.

Rupert: Chicks which know when there’s a 
fox nearby.

Matty: A new animal.



office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please 
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding representative 
on our LAC.  She supports the school in ensuring 

that Safeguarding is a priority.

Don’t forget to add 
book your child’s 
school meal onto 
SchoolGrid before 
8am in a morning. 

You can order a 
whole term in 
advance if it’s 

easier!

Why do grapes        
need to be cut?

For the safety of all our 
children, we ask that any 
grapes sent into school are 
cut lengthways in half. Whole 
grapes are a known choking 
hazard because their size, 
shape, and texture can easily 
block a child's airway. This 
can also be said for small 
tomatoes. Cutting them 
significantly reduces this risk 
and helps us keep everyone 
safe. Thank you for your 
support and understanding.



This Week in Hedgehogs we have enjoyed 
learning about families! We have shared 

family photos and talked about the different 
members of our family. We shared the book 
"Our Class is a Family" and talked about 

how we are a special school family in 
Hedgehogs Class!



This week, we have 
been working hard in 
English and have been 
learning how to write 
compound sentences. 
We have been reading 
our book, Our Tower, 

and we have used 
ideas from the story 
to create our own 
sentences. We have 

practised joining two 
ideas together using 
conjunctions such as 
and, but, so and or. 
We have been trying 

hard to make our 
sentences more 

interesting by adding 
extra details and 
choosing the right 

conjunction.

In art, we have been creating our very 
own clay pepper sculptures! We have been 

developing sculpting skills by 
experimenting with the clay and using a 
variety of different techniques, including 
shaping, moulding, joining, pinching and 

adding texture to create our peppers.

During Foxes outdoor learning session, children focused on our school value of 
'Thankfulness'. The children were excited to explore the natural world around 
them and were challenged to find something that made them smile, something 
that helped another living thing, and something they found beautiful.
The session ended with a thankful prayer: giving thanks for all the amazing

things we had noticed and appreciated during our time outdoors.



We have been working incredibly hard on our times tables this week using 
Times Tables Rock Stars! We have been practising regularly, challenging 

ourselves to improve speed and accuracy, and building increasing confidence 
with multiplication and division facts.

Weekly House Point Tally

96

104

246

Well done to Nursery 100% attendance this week!
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Earrings 
In line with health and safety guidance from the Association for Physical Education 
(afPE), all earrings should be removed before PE lessons. This helps reduce the risk of 
injury to the wearer and others. Children who are unable to remove earrings 
independently should have them removed at home before coming to school. We strongly 
recommend that ear piercing takes place at the beginning of the summer holiday to 
allow sufficient healing time before returning to PE activities.

We have been learning:

My Lighthouse

Click the link below to hear the music:
My Lighthouse with lyrics (Rend Collective)

Music Lessons
If your child has signed up for Drums, 
Keyboard or Guitar you should now 
have payment showing on your 
ParentPay account.
Thank you

Dear God,

We thank you for all that makes life worthwhile;
Our families and our friends;
Our health and Strength;
Our ability to learn and to share with others
The wonders of the world around us.

Amen

Due to more robust guidelines with food allergies, we 
respectfully ask that birthday cakes are not brought into 
school. As an alternative, families may wish to donate a 
favourite book to the class library in celebration of their 

child's birthday.  Thank you for your understanding.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ


Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 14th October Foxes - Hay House Farm Trip

Monday 19th October - 4pm Foxes - Cross Country Competition @ Marshbrook

Friday 23rd October Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2nd November Back to school

Friday 18th December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4th January Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5th January Back to school

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term

Monday 22nd February Back to school

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

The office is manned:
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am – 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.

Clubs are in full swing and payment is on 
ParentPay.  Please speak to the office if your 

child would like to join in with any of the 
following:

Monday - Choir 

Tuesday – Musical Theatre

Wednesday – Sewing

Thursday – Multisports

Friday - Dance

Sports clubs are all weather and children will 
be expected to have appropriate kit for this e.g. 
joggers, jumper, trainers suitable for outdoors, 

waterproof coat.

After School Care

Invoices for after school 
care have now been sent 

out.
Payment is now due via 
your ParentPay account.
If you are paying by Gov 
Tax Scheme please let the 
office know once you have 

transferred the funds.
Thank you.

Before School Care

Before school care is 
now available from 

7:45am there is no need 
to book unless you are 
in Nursery who MUST 

be pre-booked to ensure 
correct supervision is 
available.  Payment is 
via your ParentPay 

account.







Copy of an email sent this week



Copy of a letter sent home this week for Class Foxes



Copy of a letter sent home this week for Class Foxes



Dear Parents and Carers,

We are delighted to let you know that the children are currently taking part in our 
Outdoor Learning sessions with Mrs Trumble and Mrs Webb.

Our outdoor learning takes place in the 'garden, mud kitchen and woodland area' and 
encourages children to explore and develop new skills in a natural environment with 
links to our science and wider curriculum. The activities which Mrs Trumble and Mrs 
Webb deliver will also support the children's collaboration, resilience, problem solving 
and creativity with links to PSHE and our school values.
To ensure that all children can participate safely and comfortably, parents and carers 
are asked to follow our 'Outdoor Learning' risk assessment requirements linked to the 
clothing outlined below.
On the day of your child's Outdoor Learning session, children should come to school in 
clothes that they do not mind getting dirty. They should wear a long-sleeved top, a 
warm fleece or jumper, and full-length trousers (no shorts, please).
Children should also bring the following items with them:
• A warm, waterproof coat.
• Waterproof trousers or an all-in-one waterproof suit (for heavy rain).
• A hat, scarf and gloves (during colder weather).
• Suitable outdoor footwear (wellies or walking boots) along with warm socks.
Please note that wellies or walking boots must be separate from the shoes worn 
throughout the school day. This helps us to keep classrooms and indoor areas clean and 
free from mud.

To ensure the safety, comfort and wellbeing of all children, participation in Outdoor 
Learning sessions is dependent on children having suitable clothing and equipment for 
the weather conditions. Unfortunately, if a child does not have the appropriate clothing 
for the session, they may be unable to take part in Outdoor Learning activities on that 
day.
Outdoor Learning takes place in a variety of weather conditions, so it is important that 
children are dressed appropriately to ensure they remain safe, warm and comfortable 
while participating in activities.
Thank you for your support in helping us provide these valuable outdoor learning 
experiences. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Trumble

Copy of an email sent this week to all parents
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