Friday Post

Friday 18t September 2026

Thankfulness | Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God

Dunston in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,

We've really enjoyed our second full week back at school with so many opportunities to experience love,
learning, enrichment and wonder in line with our heartfelt vision and values. It has been so lovely to
hear all of the positive feedback from the children and parents about our new choir, musical theatre,
sewing, sport and dance clubs. As part of our spiritual and enrichment growth, we have been working
hard to enhance our extra-curricular club offer. In addition, we have also adapted our timetable to
ensure that ‘Outdoor Learning’ in our woodland area takes place weekly. We look forward to sharing
lots of updates and to seeing your children flourish in the beauty and wonder of enrichment and nature.
Our building work continues to progress forward and the roof to the nursery/reception class is almost
complete. We enjoyed watching the new ceiling to floor windows being delivered and can't wait to see
them in situ! As a school family, we are resolute in our ambition to ensure that excellence flourishes in
every aspect of school life. This is why the quality of our learning environment is so important to us.
High expectations and pride makes such a difference to the children’s growth and ambitions for
themselves. It is such an exciting time for our school and the improvements that we are making for the
children.

Our extension work will also allow us to increase nursery numbers with an additional seven places.
Availability is limited so please do share with friends and family who have nursery age children. We
look forward to showing prospective/new parents around our beautiful school.

On Wednesday 16th September, two members of our worship team visited Lichfield Cathedral for Bishop
Michael's farewell service as Diocesan Bishop of Lichfield. His retirement commences in less than 10
days time. It was a pleasure to take part in the ‘Children’s Service’ with Bishop Michael and to represent
our school at this special service. The final blessing from the Bishop was extremely moving and I would
like to share this with families which dove tails beautifully with our school vision and values:
Life is short /
and we do not have much time
to gladden the hearts of those who
make the journey with us.
so be swift to love,
and make haste to be kind,
and the blessing of God almighty,
{  the Father, the son, and the Holy Spirit,
Be among you and remain with you always.
Amen

During the week ahead we wish everyone care, love and kindness from the incredible whole school
family here at St Leonard’s.

Warmest blessings,

Mrs Claire Keay

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk



Let all that you do, be done in love — Corinthians 16:74
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This week Owls have been looking at
the difference between a seed and a
bulb; they have also been planting
bulbs which hopefully will brighten
the outdoor area next Spring!

Learn to Love, Love to Learn



Our Weekly Home Learning
‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn’
Year Group: Owls
Date: 18.09.26
Return date:24.09.26

+ This is helping your learning to flourish

Activities
Daily reading:
Read at lecast 4 times a week.

Remember reading brings joy and makes you a great writer
too.

Number:
Y2 - Think of a 2-digit number and partition it inte tens and

ones. Write an addition statement e.q 34 = 30+4

Y1 - find ene mere and one less than a number up to 20
Other:

We have been learning about the UK in Geography. Can you find
a map of the UK and name each of the 4 countries? Can you
locate and name the capital city of each of the countries? Can
you find out about a famous landmark in each of the 4

countries?

If you could create something new
what would you invent ?

Miles: A rocket to zoom off to space anytime? ~Marcey: A dog which helps you to learn.

Rupert: Chicks which know when there's a

Elsie: Shoes that stop you from falling and
fox nearby.

tripping so you never get hurt again. They
even grow with your feet too. Matty: A new animal.
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C ) "  mmemmEeRm MO can also be said for small

tomatoes. Cutting them
significantly reduces this risk
and helps us keep everyone
safe. Thank you for your
support and understanding.
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Children are e

Don't forget to add
NOT ALLOWED é book your child’s
to bring any foods SchoolGrid  school meal onto

SchoolGrid before
8am in a morning.
You can order a
whole term in

which contain nuts
into school.

N1 Some of our children have severe nut allergies.
X - Even a tiny amount of nuts can cause a serious
~ allergic reaction, which can be life-threatening

To help keep everyone safe, please do not send any

foods ing nuts into sch O.d.VCl nce i.f it,S
Thank you for your support in keeping our school a safe place for all. @ eaS[er!

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safequarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding representative
on our LAC. She supports the school in ensuring
that Safeguarding is a priority.

o

Our School website

Please search for
St Leonards First School

Home - St Leonards COFE First
& Nursery

: facebook

office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk



This Week in Hedgehogs we have enjoyed
learning about families! We have shared

members of our family. We shared the book
"Our Class is a Family" and talked about

how we are a special school family in
Hedgehogs Class!




During Foxes outdoor learning session, children focused on our school value of
‘Thankfulness'. The children were excited to explore the natural world around
them and were challenged to find something that made them smile, something
that helped another living thing, and something they found beautiful.

The session ended with a thankful prayer: giving thanks for all the amazing

things we had noticed and appreciated during our time outdoors.
e | ! 2 i - —

This week, we have
been working hard in
English and have been
learning how to write
compound sentences.
We have been reading
our book, Our Tower,

and we have used
ideas from the story

to create our own
sentences. We have
practised joining two
ideas together using
conjunctions such as
and, but, so and or.

We have been trying

hard to make our
sentences more
interesting by adding
extra details and
choosing the right
conjunction.

In art, we have been creating our very
own clay pepper sculptures! We have been
developing sculpting skills by
experimenting with the clay and using a
variety of different techniques, including
shaping, moulding, joining, pinching and
adding texture to create our peppers.



We have been working incredibly hard on our times tables this week using
Times Tables Rock Stars! We have been practising regularly, challenging
ourselves to improve speed and accuracy, and building increasing confidence
with multiplication and division facts.

Weekly House Point Tally ALttemdamnce figures

Tutor Group v @? Attendance v e
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Well done to Nursery 100% attendance this week!




Music Lessons

If your child has signed up for Drums,
Keyboard or Guitar you should now
have payment showing on your
ParentPay account.

Thank you

We have been learning:
My Lighthouse

Click the link below to hear the music:
My Lighthouse with lyrics (Rend Collective)

Dear God,

We thawk you for all that makes Life worthwhile;
our families and our friends;

Pray Our health and Strength;

our abiL’Ltg to Learn and to share with others
The wonders of the world around us.

Amen

Due to more robust guidelines with food allergies, we
respectfully ask that birthday cakes are not brought into
school. As an alternative, families may wish to donate a
favourite book to the class library in celebration of their

child's birthday. Thank you for your understanding.

Earrings

In line with health and safety guidance from the Association for Physical Education
(afPE), all earrings should be removed before PE lessons. This helps reduce the risk of
injury to the wearer and others. Children who are unable to remove earrings
independently should have them removed at home before coming to school. We strongly
recommend that ear piercing takes place at the beginning of the summer holiday to
allow sufficient healing time before returning to PE activities.

Learn to Love, Love to Learn



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ

Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 14th October Foxes - Hay House Farm Trip
Monday 19th October - 4pm Foxes - Cross Country Competition @ Marshbrook
Friday 23" October Inset Day - school closed to pupils

Monday 26" - Friday 30t October Half Term

Monday 2"4 November Back to school

Friday 18t December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21t December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4™ January Inset Day - school closed to pupils
Tuesday 5t January Back to school

Monday 15t - Friday 19t February Half Term

Monday 22" February Back to school
%e”so‘:f & Aﬁeﬁ
& ol %
S
% TheArk ° . , .
Clubs are in full swing and payment is on
ParentPay. Please speak to the office if your
After School Care Before School Care child would like to join in with any of the
following:
Invoices for after school Before school care is Monday - Choir
care have now been sent 0w available from _
.out. _ 7:45am there is no need Tuesday - Musical Theatre
Payment is now due via 5 hook unless you are Wednesday - Sewing
your ParentPay account. ;, Nursery who MUST .
If you are paying by GOV e pre-hooked to ensure Thursday = Multisports
Tax Scheme please let the ., roct supervision is Friday - Dance
of]::;ﬂi}l:::egntfe%ii;:ve avqilable. Payment is Sports clubs are all weather and children will
Thank uou ’ via your ParentPay be expected to have appropriate kit for this e.g.
gou- account. joggers, jumper, trainers suitable for outdoors,
waterproof coat.

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

CONTACTUS The office is manned:
Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am - 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.
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5 STCRETS OF THES
SEASON o

AUTUMN EDITION

) 4-week online course starting
'/ Wednesday 30" September

‘Discover the beauty of the season! Immerse yourself
in the wonders of Autumn through this online
course, full of flexible ideas to enjoy as a family.

Families will learn how to make the most of this special time
of year, through a range of creative activities and simple,
seasonal ideas. Drawing upon the Hygge ethos, you will
connect with the season and embrace the changing season,
« (O supportthe health, wellbeing and happiness of the whole
family. Suitable for all ages.

This is a 12-hour online course held over 4 weeks, delivered |
through an introductory zoom session, themed weekly email
: packs and access to digital resources.

-

Staffordshire residents can join this course for FREE. For
those living outside Staffordshire there is a cost of £30.

more - 07525 120117 /
Communityforestservices@gmail.com




o
National | EarlyBird v
Autistic | Plus Y
Society Licensed

EarlyBird Plus Programme

Has your child received an autism diagnosis?

Join the National Autistic Society’s EarlyBird Plus programme
delivered in Staffordshire by the Autism Inclusion Team to
understand more about autism and how you can support your child.

Meet other parents and share experiences on our six-week
programme. Designed for parents and carers of autistic children
aged 5 to 10 years, we can help you understand autism and support
your child, including:

+ understanding autism “This has made a

« communication real difference to

+ understanding autistic experiences me. In general, life-
« supporting daily living changing.”

+ health and wellbeing Parent

« Cconnections.

Staffordshire Autism Dates:
Inclusion Team will be 05.10.26
delivering this course at: 12.10.26
19.10.26
Lane Green First School, 02.11.26
Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook, 09.11.26
Wolverhampton, WV8 1EU 16.11.26
10am - 1pm tea and coffee You will need to be able to
provided. commit to attending all six
sessions

For more information and to register for this free course please contact:

kate.perry@staffordshire.gov.uk




Copy of an email sent this week

September 2026
Dear Parent or Carer,

‘We recently intfroduced a new allergen declaration proces:s within SchoolGrid. We
recognise that our communication in July may not have reached all families, for
which we apologise. The purpose of this email is to share the process with you to
help you provide the information we need to support your child's meal
arangements.

To support this fransifion, parents and carers only need to complete the allergen
declarafion process if their child is new to SchoolGrid this academic year or their
child's food allergies have changed since last year.

For pupils who were al dy regist d on SchoolGrid last academic year and
whose food ies have not ch d. we will i to use the all

L ion prewvi y provided.

Going forward, all new pupils joining SchoolGrid and any to an

pupil's food allergies must be recorded through the allergen declaration process.
How to complete a declarafion

1. Login to your child's 3choolGrid account.

2. Goto Food = Allergens.

3. Select the relevant allergens. If your child’s allergy or intolerance is not listed,
provide clear details in the Other allergens fisld.

4. Upload the required supporting evidence and a recent photograph of your
child.

5. elect Submit for Review.

Pleaze use this same process whenever your child's allergy or intclerance
informafion changes. Declarations and updates must come directly from a parent
of carer.

Plzase do not enter general dietary preferences, such as vegan, pescatarian in the
“Other allergens” field. This is also not the place to notify us of any religicus distary
reguirements.

If you wish to submit dietary p  religi dietary requi please
email the customer care team on customercare®imapctiood.co.uk, and they will
add these fo your child's account.

What happens nexi?

Your declaration will be reviewed centrally. While it i being reviewed, your child will
be placed on a restricted menu within SchoolGrid.

(movife Cucina délce ghapter

Staffordshire

County Council

Early Education
and Childcare
Staffordshire

Have Your Say!

Are you the parent of a child under 5 or a parent to be?

Have your say on childcare in Staffordshire
Please complete our childcare survey for 2026 by visiting the link
below
or scan theQR code. Have your say now!

If we need further information, we will let you know. Once the declaration
is approved, our Operations team/Nutrition Team will allocate an appropriate
allergen menu where required. Please allow for up to 5 working days. if you child has
complex requirements may fake up fo 10 working days to process.

Please note that when your child i allocated a new menu or removed from the
restricted menu, all placed orders will be cancelled to allow you to take advantage
of the greater variety in the allocated menu. Please check your child's menu and
existing meal orders after suomitting o declaration and following any menu change.
You will need to place new orders if previous orders have been cancelled.

Meed help?

if you need support completing the declarafion, do not have the requested
evidence, need a dietary note adding or have a guestion about your child's menu,
please contact:

CustomerCare&impactiood.co.uk
0345 350 3934

Pleaze also continue to inform your school directly albout your child's allergens and
medical needs and any changes.

Thank you for helping us support your child to eat safely and confidentty.

Kind regards,
Customer Care Team
Impact Food Group

[rrovite Cucina délce ghgpter

You could be
entitled to help
with childcare costs

Visit staffordshire.gov.uk/fundedchildcare Staffordshire
A i County Council




Copy of a letter sent home this week for Class Foxes

Zrchool Lane, Dunston, Stafford, 5T18 GAG
OM7ES 712483
office(@=t-leonards-dunston.stoffs.sch uk
wwww st-leonords-dunston stoffs schouk
Heodteacher: Mrs C Keay

iz sofiood f5 commitiad fo safegquarding ang gromoting e :-;r.__""_.'.-'.r o) SIELTFRT s
,- , . ) , .

Trip to Hay House Farm, Dunston Heath, ST18 9AQ
Wednesday 14™ October 2026
Denr PorentsfCorers,

We are pleased to let you bnow thot we will be toking the children on an exciting educotionol visit to Hoy
Houss Form on Wednesdoy 154h October,
The trip will provide the children with an opportunity to explore o working form and learn more about where
our food comes from, as well as the importance of soil, crops, wildlife and caring for the naotwral environment.
Dwring owr wisit, the children will tabe part in o ronge of octivities, including:

= Arrivol, welcomea and form sofety - an introduction to the form and important zafety information

+ Formwalk - exploring the crops, soil, wildlife and =easonal changes around the form.

+  Polytunnel visit — looking at tomatoes, herbs and other crops grown on the farm,

+  Grow Your Own Pizm odtivities - exploring wheat, how flowr is mode and some of the ingredients that

can be grown on the form.
+ Form ond notwre art ectivity - creating artwork inspired by the form and the notwral environment.

‘We are delighted that this iz o comgletely free trip and there (= nD cost to porendts/corers,

Az the trip is free, we kindly ask that porents/carers moke their own armangements to drop children off of Hoy
House Form To help monoge the number of wehicles arriving and departing from the farm, soch fomily will be
given a specific arrivaol ond deporture time nearer to the date of the trip. Drop off times will be from 930om
onwards and collection times will be from 2.20 omesards.

We will share these individual times with wou closer to the trip and osk thot you arrive and collect within youwr
allocoted time slot This will help to en=ure that the drog-off and collection process runs o= smoothly oz possible
far everyons.

Whint to briing-

Az we will be spending o significant amount of time cutdoors, please ensure yowr child comes prepared for the
wenther. Pleasze ensure that the children arrive in appropriate footwear, g9 wellies or walking boots and hawve a
wiaterproof coat with hood & if you hove them waterproof trousers. School shirts and jumpers should be worn
with ploin black joggers or trowserz. Fleose al=o provide o pocherd lumch ond drink in o named bog or container.

Thank yow very much for your support and cooperotion.
We are [ooking forward to a fun and memorable day of learming and exploration at Hoy Howse Farm.

Kind Begords,
Mrs Carrirmgton

Foxes Trip to Hay House Farm, Dunston Heath ST18 9AQ
[ give permission for mu child e s e me e B0 OO 10 Hay Housze Farm.

b= =T B o = = ST 1. 1 ) -SSR

Pleass return thizs slip to the school office, no later than Friday 257 September.



Copy of a letter sent home this week for Class Foxes

School Lane, Dunston, Stafford, 5T13 RAG
CN785 12588
office(@st-leonards-dunston.stoffs.schouk
wwna st-leonards-dunston.staffs sch uk
Heodteacher: Mra C Keoy

R vy - . . . I i g
Thiz schoo! iz committad fo snfomunrding and promoting the welfere of children arnd
; If cterfF for c b of s S ™
youwng pesole ang expect gl st ana velumlears &r share B commitment

17" September 2026
Cross Countrny Competition ot Morshbmak, Penkridge on
Mondoy 19th Dctober 2026 &-5-15pm
Dear Fomilies,

Youwr child has expressed an imterest in competing in the School Games Cross-Country competition held at
Marzhbronk on Monday 19 October. The races will commence at &pm and finish at 5:15pm.

We are entering teams in each of the following roces:
i) Year 3 girls’ race ii) Year 3 boys' race  iii) Yeor & girls" race i) Year & boys' race

Plzaze note, children will need to be tronsported and collected from the venuwe and an adult will need to

stay with them throughout the event. I will be at the event throughout to support children and halp with
the smooth running of the roces.

Yowr child will need to arrive at Marshbogpk prior to &00pm for registrotion.

If you are able to transport and supervise your child, plens= complete the consent =lip balow and return it

to the office by Monday, 27 September.
Az always, yowr support is most appreciated.

fouwrs sincerely,
Mrz Carrington

Cross-Country competition of Morshbrpok School, Penbridge on Mondoy 19th October &:00 — 5:15pm.
[ give permission for my child ..o e B0 Ottemd the competition.
[ agree to transport my child to the venuwe prior to &:00pm for registration and to supervizse tham on site.
If on oduwlt other than youwrself will be transparting and supervizing, please indicate who thot will be:
O SP |-  |= S

SO e PAFEALCarEr,  DOE:



Copy of an email sent this week to all parents

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are delighted to let you know that the children are currently taking part in our
Outdoor Learning sessions with Mrs Trumble and Mrs Webb.

Our outdoor learning takes place in the 'garden, mud kitchen and woodland area' and
encourages children to explore and develop new skills in a natural environment with
links to our science and wider curriculum. The activities which Mrs Trumble and Mrs
Webb deliver will also support the children's collaboration, resilience, problem solving
and creativity with links to PSHE and our school values.

To ensure that all children can participate safely and comfortably, parents and carers
are asked to follow our 'Outdoor Learning' risk assessment requirements linked to the
clothing outlined below.

On the day of your child's Outdoor Learning session, children should come to school in
clothes that they do not mind getting dirty. They should wear a long-sleeved top, a
warm fleece or jumper, and full-length trousers (no shorts, please).

Children should also bring the following items with them:

* A warm, waterproof coat.

*  Waterproof trousers or an all-in-one waterproof suit (for heavy rain).

* A hat, scarf and gloves (during colder weather).

*  Suitable outdoor footwear (wellies or walking boots) along with warm socks.
Please note that wellies or walking boots must be separate from the shoes worn
throughout the school day. This helps us to keep classrooms and indoor areas clean and
free from mud.

To ensure the safety, comfort and wellbeing of all children, participation in Outdoor
Learning sessions is dependent on children having suitable clothing and equipment for
the weather conditions. Unfortunately, if a child does not have the appropriate clothing
for the session, they may be unable to take part in Outdoor Learning activities on that
day.

Outdoor Learning takes place in a variety of weather conditions, so it is important that
children are dressed appropriately to ensure they remain safe, warm and comfortable
while participating in activities.

Thank you for your support in helping us provide these valuable outdoor learning
experiences. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Trumble



NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

Working together for a safer,

sz‘ronger commam’tg

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM ARE:

PCSO Phillip Millichap

u phillip.millichap@staffordshire police.uk

COMMUNITY SAFETY
& CRIME PREVENTION /
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

www._staffordsheresaferroads. co.uk,
community-speed-watch,

DOMESTIC ABUSE
SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS

waw siaffordsiure police uk/advice
#dvce-and-sformation/daa/comestc-

abuse/support-organesations,

CLARE'S LAW
(DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
DISCLOSURE SCHEME)

www 2affordshure police ub, roc/reguest)

nrequest-information/cltriage/v2
request-information-under -clares-law

KNIFE CRIME
AWARENESS AND
SURRENDER INFORMATION

www stalfordshee police uh,/ iz Mheabiade

COMPLIMENTS AND
FEEDBACK TO
STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE

warw staffordabars polcs Uk Yo Seedbact.

thandewTorma,'v 1/ hanks - Sormy,

.
=

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
& HOUSING ISSUES
Report Neighbourhood issues
and Anti-Social Behaviour
(Homes Plus)

WwWw NOMespRISgIOup.org. uk/

NOISE COMPLAINTS

www.sstafts gov ulk/nose

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME
& COMMUNITY CLEANLINESS
Fly-Tipping and

Environmental Crime

www sstafts gov.uk/

Litter Bans
Report vie South Staffordstere Councit

www. sstaffs gov.uk,

Dog Fouling

Report via South Staftordstere Councl
www. sstaffs gov Uk,

Graffiti
Report via South Staftordetvre Counctd
www.sstaffs gov.uk

WASTE & RECYCLING
Missed Bins and Bags

www sstaffs gov.uk/

View Your Bin

Collection Catendar

www.sstaffs gov.uly

AN

LOOK OUT
FOR EACH OTHER

REPORT IT
SORT IT
STAY SAFE

Louise Barton -
Area Coordinator /Administrator

B3 louisejbarton@hotmail.com

NITROUS OXIDE

CANISTER DISPOSAL

Never place nitrous oxide

canisters in household waste,

recycling bins, or public

ltter bins, Take canisters to

a Household Waste Recycling

Centre (HWRC)

¢ Bilbrook Recycling Centre

o Cannock Mousehold Waste
Recycling Centre.

More information:

www.staffordshire gov uk

ROADS & HIGHWAYS
Report a Pothole

www.statfordshire govuk/

CONSUMER PROTECTION
& SCAMS

Trading Standards -

Report It

www tradingstandards uk
CONSUMEns/support -adwice

FIRE SAFETY

Book a Home Fire
Safety Check

www. staffordshirefire gow.uk/

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
& PARISH MATTERS

About Your Parish Council
(Penkridge Parish Council)
warw penks idgepanshoouncl gov uk/

~

ny SOUTH CONTACT SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE
STAFFORDSHIRE Ondine
styfordihe . N Emergency Emadl
@ PoLlC E T R & 999 et vaeaficroshre polce b

Non-emergency.

101 0 an emengenty awayi Ll 995

MM?MU‘

SEE IT. REPORT IT. TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Staffordshire
Safer Roads

FARTNERSHIF

CALL YOUR
LOCAL POLICE

101

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

77\ Staffordshire

"’/ County Council
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