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Thankfulness |  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,

We have enjoyed a wonderful week at school where learning, fun and friendship have 
dazzled us. The children have settled so well into their new classes and routines in school. 
We have warmly welcomed new children to nursery this week; it is so lovely to see the 
children having so much fun with Mrs Thompson and Mrs Jackson as they explore the 
wide ranging learning experiences in Early Years. 

A highlight of this week was our first ‘Rock-it Music’ lessons as a class. We are so lucky 
to have a specialist music teacher in school each Monday to enhance the depth of our 
musical knowledge, skills and enjoyment. We look forward to showcasing our learning 
with you during the year ahead.

The extension to Hedgehog class continues to move forward. The contractor has estimated 
that the building work will be finished by the beginning of October. We can’t wait to 
open our updated and improved nursery/reception classroom. The enhancements to our 
learning environment are making such a positive difference to the children.

Family art challenge: please send in your family art linked to ‘the Dot’ story. We can’t 
wait to share photographs of our new display.

Thankfulness is the value of this half term and we wanted to end our first news letter by 
sharing our thanks with everyone for such a warm, friendly and positive start to the term 
from our whole school family.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead, 
Mrs C Keay and our thoughtful whole school team

www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Dear God,
Thank you for the love and care at our school.
Help us to Trust in each other and always aim high in 
everything that we do.
Give us the strength to persevere and carry on when faced 
with challenges.
With belief we really can achieve anything.
Amen



Let all that you do, be done in love – Corinthians 16:14
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Important changes to Free School Meals

The government has announced changes to the entitlement criteria for free school meals from 

September 2026. From then there will be two different types of free school meals, known as 

'targeted' and 'expanded’.

Families who receive any of the following are eligible for 'targeted' free school meals -

•Universal Credit with annual household earnings of £7,400 or less

•support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•are in receipt of income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit

Families in receipt of Universal Credit, with annual household earnings exceeding £7,400 will 

be entitled to 'expanded' free school meals.

A free school meal cannot be provided under 'expanded' criteria before 1 September 2026. 

Please check to see if you could be eligible, by clicking the link below.

To apply under 'targeted' or 'expanded' free school meals please Apply for Free School Meals -
Staffordshire County Council

If you have applied and have confirmation that you are eligible, 
please provide the evidence screen to the school office.

https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/


Biking Completing the 
Reading 

Challenge

Jarrod – “Our new toilets are great because they’re 
clean and have cubicles”

Georgie – “The toilets are much better than the old ones 
because they are brighter”

Heidi – “I like 
our new 

classroom 
because it feels 
much bigger”
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Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please 
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding representative 
on our LAC.  She supports the school in ensuring 

that Safeguarding is a priority.

We have been learning our School Hymn
Thank you Lord

Click the link below to hear the music:
Thank You Lord For This New Day lyric video

Don’t forget to add book 
your child’s school meal 
onto SchoolGrid before 

8am in a morning. 
You can order a whole 
term in advance if it’s 

easier!

Wellies

Could ALL children please have a pair of wellies at 
school.  It is important that the children have 

wellies in school every day so they can join in with 
impromptu sessions in the forest area, wet play and 

they are also needed when we walk across the 
farmers field to church.  Thank you.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njsdfxK9FcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njsdfxK9FcQ


In art, Owls have begun to find out about the artist Andy 
Goldsworthy who uses natural materials in the outdoors. We explored 

the outdoor area to find out what colours we could find in nature. We 
were challenged to find colours to match the different coloured 

petals on a picture of a flower.





Hedgehogs ½ termly Topic Web
This can also be found on our school website: https://www.st-
leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-

reception/

It has been another lovely week in Hedgehogs as we have 
continued getting to know one another and celebrating what 

makes each of us special and unique!
We talked about what we like about ourselves and what we 
are good at, helping the children to recognise and celebrate 
their own strengths and qualities. We enjoyed reading I’m 
Happy Being Me and discussed how, just like pebbles on a 

beach, no two people are exactly the same. The children then 
created their own unique pebbles, celebrating what makes 

them special.
In Maths, Reception have been learning about matching, 

using the language same and different. Nursery have been 
exploring collections, comparing groups and beginning to use 

the vocabulary more and less.
In Phonics, we have made a fantastic start to our learning! 
This week we have introduced the graphemes s, a, t and p, 

beginning to recognise the sounds they represent and 
practise forming them.

We are so proud of how the children are settling into 
Hedgehogs, building friendships and growing in confidence 

each day! 
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In PE we 
started to 

learn how to 
play hockey.

In Art this week, the children studied a 
pepper as a focus object.  Using 

charcoal they explored a range of 
techniques including shading, blending 

and creating texture.  The children 
worked carefully to observe the shape 
and details of the pepper, developing 
their observational drawing skills.
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Illness / Absence
If your child is unwell please notify the school office before 8.45am.  A message 
can be left on the answer machine if the telephone isn’t answered.  It is part of 

our Safeguarding procedures to contact you if your child isn’t in school by 
9:15am and we haven’t heard from you.  If your child has a medical 

appointment during the day please bring your appointment card to the school 
office so we can mark the absence as ‘authorised’ alternatively email us a copy 

of your medical letter or screen shot of an appointment date and time.

Medication
Don’t forget if you took your 

child’s medication home before 
the holidays you will need to 

return it to school.  A form will 
need to be completed and 

medication should be handed over 
to the office staff.  Please do NOT 
leave any medication in a child’s 

bag.  Thank you for your co-
operation

New to you rail!
Please help yourself to any of the 
items on our rail which can be 

found either outside of school or 
in the entrance hall.  If you child 
has outgrown any uniform and 

you would like to donate for 
others to use, please make sure 
you have removed any names 
and then place on the rail for 

others.

School dinners

All dinners MUST be ordered before 8am in a morning via your SchoolGrid 
account.  If you have forgotten your password, please contact the school 

office who can send you a re-fresh. If your child has any food 
allergies/intolerances these must be logged on to your school grid account 

so Miss Tina in the kitchen knows what your child can not eat.

Uniform
We already have had quite a few items of clothing go
missing. PLEASE can you label all your child’s
belongings so we can return them to the rightful 
owner.  Thank you for your co-operation



Dates for the Diary

Monday 14th September Academy Photography

Friday 23rd October Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2nd November Back to school

Friday 18th December School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st December Christmas Holidays

Monday 4th January Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5th January Back to school

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Half Term

Monday 22nd February Back to school

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

The office is manned:
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm
Friday: 8:30am – 3:15pm
Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.

Clubs are in full swing and payment is on 
ParentPay.  Please speak to the office if 
your child would like to join in with any 

of the following:

Monday - Choir 

Tuesday – Musical Theatre

Wednesday – Sewing

Thursday – Multisports

Friday - Dance

Sports clubs are all weather and children 
will be expected to have appropriate kit 

for this e.g. joggers, jumper, trainers 
suitable for outdoors, waterproof coat.

After School Care

Invoices for after school 
care have now been sent 

out.
Payment is now due via 

your ParentPay 
account.

If you are paying by 
Gov Tax Scheme please 
let the office know once 

you have transferred 
the funds.
Thank you.

Before School Care

Before school care is 
now available from 

7:45am there is no need 
to book unless you are 
in Nursery who MUST 

be pre-booked to ensure 
correct supervision is 
available.  Payment is 
via your ParentPay 

account.
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