Friday Post

Friday 11t September 2026

Thankfulness | Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God

Dunston in Christ Jesus for you. Thessalonians 5.18

Dear families,

We have enjoyed a wonderful week at school where learning, fun and friendship have
dazzled us. The children have settled so well into their new classes and routines in school.
We have warmly welcomed new children to nursery this week; it is so lovely to see the
children having so much fun with Mrs Thompson and Mrs Jackson as they explore the
wide ranging learning experiences in Early Years.

A highlight of this week was our first ‘Rock-it Music’ lessons as a class. We are so lucky
to have a specialist music teacher in school each Monday to enhance the depth of our
musical knowledge, skills and enjoyment. We look forward to showcasing our learning
with you during the year ahead.

The extension to Hedgehog class continues to move forward. The contractor has estimated
that the building work will be finished by the beginning of October. We can’t wait to
open our updated and improved nursery/reception classroom. The enhancements to our
learning environment are making such a positive difference to the children.

Family art challenge: please send in your family art linked to ‘the Dot’ story. We can't
wait to share photographs of our new display.

Thankfulness is the value of this half term and we wanted to end our first news letter by
sharing our thanks with everyone for such a warm, friendly and positive start to the term
from our whole school family.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead,
Mrs C Keay and our thoughtful whole school team

g Dear God, -
~ Thank you for the love and care
~ " Help us to Trust in each other a
§  everything that we do.
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Let all that you do, be done in love — Corinthians 16:74
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Important changes to Free School Meals

The government has announced changes to the entitlement criteria for free school meals from
September 2026. From then there will be two different types of free school meals, known as
'targeted' and 'expanded’.

Families who receive any of the following are eligible for 'targeted' free school meals - Free
*Universal Credit with annual household earnings of £7,400 or less

ssupport under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 %fhﬂ{)l
«are in receipt of income-related Employment and Support Allowance ea S
sreceive the guarantee element of Pension Credit LRI

Families in receipt of Universal Credit, with annual household earnings exceeding £7,400 will
be entitled to 'expanded' free school meals.

A free school meal cannot be provided under 'expanded’ criteria before 1 September 2026.
Please check to see if you could be eligible, by clicking the link below.

To apply under 'targeted' or 'expanded' free school meals please Apply for Free School Meals -
Staffordshire County Council

If you have applied and have confirmation that you are eligible,
please provide the evidence screen to the school office.

Learn to Love, Love to Learn


https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
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Achievements from home

Biking Completing the
Reading
Challenge

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, Brownies
etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Georgie - “The toilets are much better than the old ones
because they are brighter” ]
- ]

Jarrod - “Our new toilets are great because they're
clean and have cubicles”

: 'w‘;‘.. ‘\3.-
¢ tobone

Heidi - 7 like
our new
classroom
because it feels
much bigger”




: T e R s e S e Don'’t forget to add book
(MONDM\ o o e your child’s school meal
IR SRR TR e T S A onto SchoolGrid before
C ) oo 8am in a morning.
5 2 e e s ' You can order a whole
(WEDN[SDAY) - Q e —— | term in advance if it's

wrassana ST easier!

VILLAGE

Wellies
Could ALL children please have a pair of wellies at
We have been learning our School Hymn school. It is important that the children have
Thank you Lord wellies in school every day so they can join in with
Click the link below to hear the music: impromptu sessions in the forest area, wet play and
Thank You Lord For This New Day lyric video they are also needed when we walk across the

farmers field to church. Thank you.

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safequarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding representative
on our LAC. She supports the school in ensuring
that Safeguarding is a priority.

facebook w

Please search for
St Leonards First School

Our School website

Home - St Leonards COFE First

& Nursery

office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njsdfxK9FcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njsdfxK9FcQ

In art, Owls have begun to find out about the artist Andy
Goldsworthy who uses natural materials in the outdoors. We explored
the outdoor area to find out what colours we could find in nature. We
were challenged to find colours to match the different coloured

petals on a picture of a flower.
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Our Weekly Home Learning
Learn te Love and Love to Learn’
Year Group: Owls
Date: 11.09.26
Return date:17.09.26

Thiz is helping your learning to flourish

Activities
Daily reading
e Read at least 4 times a week.
i = ‘3 e - ) )
R T Remember reading brings joy and makes you a great writer
— =
- —-:S too.
Number

We have been learning abeout the numbers 10 to 20 this
week.

Can you use objects at home to make different numbers gg:
12 pieces of pasta

14 grapes
15 lego blocks

Other:
We have been learning about plants and trees in science.

examples to bring in fo class.
Challenge: Can you label your drawings.




HEDG)EHOG)S Hedgehogs % termly Topic Web

This can also be found on our school website: https://www.st-
leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-

reception/

Maths: Phonics and Literacy:
Nursery: Nursery —
Compare amounts Experiment with different marks that they can make with a rang
Explore and build with shapes and objects
Exploring repeating language Engage in conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary
Hear and say number names Add meaning to marks they make as they draw, write o paint.
Reception: Reception 9{ g and ge:
Match sort and compare Write their name, copying it from @ name card, or try to write it 7 Y
Talk about measures and patterns from memory Use talPPorganise themséfves I their
Its me 1,2,3,(explore representations of 1,2,3) Write some familiar letters accurately pla
Circles and triangles Learn the phase 2 GPCs (s ,a,t p,i.n,m,d,g,0.c k.ck e, u,rs5) Starta'comeraion ot onladiiter
friend and continue it for many turns.

Develop stories using small-world

Personal, Social and Emotional: Autumn 1 - Marvellous Me! p
- equipment, toys and props.

Develep ther s respansiblig and |  Children begin their year in Hedgehogs Class by building confidence, forming positive iy
membership of a community relationships and developing a strong sense of belonging. Through meaningful play, Begin to use simple sentences, make
Play with one or more other children, | discussion and first-hand experiences, children explore themselves, their families, feelings, choices, and explain ideas during role
extending and elaborating play ideas bodies and senses. play
Increasingly follow rules, understanding | The topic supports children to begin to make sense of their own life story and family ooty o orvand cxspond
why they are important appropriately during conversations with
£ history, exploring how they have grown and changed since they were babies and
Reception: peers and adults
i 0 S4HIa TR0 sk foitnies caid beginning to understand how life may have been different in the past Learn and use new vocabulary linked to
play independently for increasing periods of Our Key texts for this term are: home, family and classroom routines

time
Play alongside others and begin to share
resources and take turns
Build relationships with adults and peers
through cooperative play
Begin to negotiate simple roles during
imaginative play

RE
Why is the word God so important
to Christians?

In this unit, pupils are introduced
to some key beliefs for Christians
such as creation, stewardship and
God

Understanding the World- Physical Development-
Nursery: Nursery:

Talk about ourselves and our families Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan

Continue developing positive attitudes Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a

about the differences between people. Large box

Reception: Develop their manipulation and control when using smaller
Talk about members of their immediate resources
family and community Reception:
lame and describe people who are Develop hand strength and control through pouring, scooping, carrying;
familiar to them. dressing dolls, opening containers and handling play resources
themselves as a valuable individual. Develop increasing indspendence when using and tidying resources

It has been another lovely week in Hedgehogs as we have
continued getting to know one another and celebrating what
makes each of us special and unique!

We talked about what we like about ourselves and what we
are good at, helping the children to recognise and celebrate
their own strengths and qualities. We enjoyed reading /'m
Happy Being Me and discussed how, just like pebbles on a
beach, no two people are exactly the same. The children then
created their own unique pebbles, celebrating what makes
them special.

In Maths, Reception have been learning about matching,
using the language same and different. Nursery have been
exploring collections, comparing groups and beginning to use
the vocabulary more and /less.

In Phonics, we have made a fantastic start to our learning!
This week we have introduced the graphemes s, a, t and p,
beginning to recognise the sounds they represent and
practise forming them.

We are so proud of how the children are settling into
Hedgehogs, building friendships and growing in confidence
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Sur Weekly Home Learning
Learn to Love and Love to Learn’
Year Sroup: Hedgehogs - Reception

Bate: Friday 10™ September

Return Date: Thursday 16™ September

This is helping your learning to flourish.

Activities
. Baily reading
i n S Read at least 4 times a week to an adult.
g ""qr: = Please record this inyour reading journal.
—— % ., | This week we have started to learn the graphemes: 5,.%.p

= — = | Here is a videe modelling the pure sounds we use in phonics.
ELS: Phase 2 pronunciation

Maths:
Sy * We have been beginning to explore the words 'same’ and

mmm | different’ to compare items and decide if they are
g E== | matching.

We would love to see some pictures of you playing matching
games at home!

Other:

Mext week we will be talking about our family members, please
could you find a photo to send into school of your family &




In PE we
started to
learn how to
play hockey.

In Art this week, the children studied a
pepper as a focus object. Using
charcoal they explored a range of
_ techniques including shading, blending
and creating texture. The children
worked carefully to observe the shape
and details of the pepper, developing
their observational drawing skills.

Y, |




Our Weekly Home Learning
‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn’

Year Group:

Date: 11.9.26

Return date: 17.9.26

Thank you for all of your hard work at school and at home.

This is helping your learning to flourish

Activities

Daily reading
Read at least 4 times a week,

Remember reading brings joy and makes you a great writer
too.

Number bonds/Timetables:
TT Rockstars- We have a battle on which ends next Friday!

Fluency with number bonds and times tables make you a
mighty mathematician.

Spellings:
Y3- See Reading Diary
Y4- See Reading Diary

Other:

Compound Sentence consolidation (see homework book)

A compound sentence is a sentence made up of two main clauses
(independent clauses) of equal importance, joined together by a
coordinating conjunction




Nut-Free School Reminder

Keeping Our School Safe

At our school, the safety and wellbeing of all children is our highest priority. We kindly ask parents and
carers not to send any foods containing nuts into school.

Some of our pupils have severe nut allergies, and even a very small amount of nut residue can cause a
serious allergic reaction. To help keep everyone safe, please check lunchboxes, snacks, and treats carefully
before sending them into school.

This includes products that contain peanuts, tree nuts, nut spreads, nut-based snack bars, and any foods
that may contain nuts.

We greatly appreciate your support and understanding in helping us provide a safe environment for all
members of our school community.

Thank you for working with us to keep every child safe. @ Children are
! NOT ALLOWED
Uniform to bring any foods
. . . hich contain nut
We already have had quite a few items of clothing go mtfscioo':,fm s

Some of our children have severe nut allergies.

missing. PLEASE can you label all your child’s TR ;

Q)3 aiersic reaction, which can be e-threatening
belongings so we can return them to the rightful v S e A
owner. Thank you for your co-operation

foods containing nuts into school.

Thank you for your support in keeping our school a safe place for all. (9

lliness / Absence
If your child is unwell please notify the school office before 8.45am. A message
can be left on the answer machine if the telephone isn't answered. It is part of
our Safeguarding procedures to contact you if your child isn't in school by
9:15am and we haven't heard from you. If your child has a medical
appointment during the day please bring your appointment card to the school
office so we can mark the absence as ‘authorised’ alternatively email us a copy
of your medical letter or screen shot of an appointment date and time.

4
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New to you rail! Medication

Please help yourself to any of the
items on our rail which can be
found either outside of school or
in the entrance hall. If you child
has outgrown any uniform and

Don't forget if you took your
child’s medication home before
the holidays you will need to
return it to school. A form will
need to be completed and

you would like to donate for
others to use, please make sure
you have removed any names

medication should be handed over
to the office staff. Please do NOT
leave any medication in a child’s

and then place on the rail for bag. Thank you for your co-

others. operation

School dinners

All dinners MUST be ordered before 8am in a morning via your SchoolGrid
account. If you have forgotten your password, please contact the school
office who can send you a re-fresh. If your child has any food
allergies/intolerances these must be logged on to your school grid account
so Miss Tina in the kitchen knows what your child can not eat.

Learn to Love, Love to Learn

SchoolGrid

Enhancing your school day




Dates for the Diary

—~

Monday 14th September Academy Photography

il
Please!

Friday 23" October

Inset Day - school closed to pupils

Monday 26t - Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2"¢ November

Back to school

Friday 18t December

School closes at 1:30pm

Monday 215t December

Christmas Holidays

Monday 4t January

Inset Day - school closed to pupils

Tuesday 5t January

Back to school

Monday 15t - Friday 19" February Half Term

Monday 22" February

Back to school

After School Care

Invoices for after school
care have now been sent
out.

Payment is now due via
your ParentPay
account.

If you are paying by
Gov Tax Scheme please
let the office know once
you have transferred
the funds.

Thank you.

Clubs are in full swing and payment is on
ParentPay. Please speak to the office if
your child would like to join in with any
of the following:

Monday - Choir

Before School Care

Before school care is

now available from Tuesday - Musical Theatre
7:45am there is no need Wednesday - Sewing
to book unless you are Thursd o
in Nursery who MUST ursday — Multisports
be pre-booked to ensure Friday - Dance

correct supervision is
available. Payment is
via your ParentPay
account.

Sports clubs are all weather and children
will be expected to have appropriate kit
for this e.g. joggers, jumper, trainers
suitable for outdoors, waterproof coat.

CONTACT US

Telephone: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

The office is manned:

Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 4:15pm

Friday: 8:30am - 3:15pm

Emails received after these times will be responded to the next working day.
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National | EarlyBird v
Autistic | Plus Y
Society Licensed

EarlyBird Plus Programme

Has your child received an autism diagnosis?

Join the National Autistic Society’s EarlyBird Plus programme
delivered in Staffordshire by the Autism Inclusion Team to
understand more about autism and how you can support your child.

Meet other parents and share experiences on our six-week
programme. Designed for parents and carers of autistic children
aged 5 to 10 years, we can help you understand autism and support
your child, including:

+ understanding autism “This has made a

« communication real difference to

+ understanding autistic experiences me. In general, life-
« supporting daily living changing.”

+ health and wellbeing Parent

« Cconnections.

Staffordshire Autism Dates:
Inclusion Team will be 05.10.26
delivering this course at: 12.10.26
19.10.26
Lane Green First School, 02.11.26
Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook, 09.11.26
Wolverhampton, WV8 1EU 16.11.26
10am - 1pm tea and coffee You will need to be able to
provided. commit to attending all six
sessions

For more information and to register for this free course please contact:

kate.perry@staffordshire.gov.uk




Staffordshire

County Council

Early Education
and Childcare
Staffordshire

Have Your Say!

Are you the parent of a child under 5 or a parent to be?

/‘\
Have your say on childcare in Staffordshire ’
Please complete our childcare survey for 2026 by visiting the link You could be

below entitled to help

or scan theQR code. Have your say now!
Q y y with childcare costs

https://tinyurl.com/ys4mdyju

Visit staffordshire.gov.uk/fundedchildcare atods
ounty Council




NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

Working together for a safer,

sz‘ronger commam’tg

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM ARE:

PCSO Phillip Millichap

u phillip.millichap@staffordshire police.uk

COMMUNITY SAFETY
& CRIME PREVENTION /
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

www._staffordsheresaferroads. co.uk,
community-speed-watch,

DOMESTIC ABUSE
SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS

waw siaffordsiure police uk/advice
#dvce-and-sformation/daa/comestc-

abuse/support-organesations,

CLARE'S LAW
(DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
DISCLOSURE SCHEME)

www 2affordshure police ub, roc/reguest)

nrequest-information/cltriage/v2
request-information-under -clares-law

KNIFE CRIME
AWARENESS AND
SURRENDER INFORMATION

www stalfordshee police uh,/ iz Mheabiade

COMPLIMENTS AND
FEEDBACK TO
STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE

warw staffordabars polcs Uk Yo Seedbact.

thandewTorma,'v 1/ hanks - Sormy,

.
=

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
& HOUSING ISSUES
Report Neighbourhood issues
and Anti-Social Behaviour
(Homes Plus)

WwWw NOMespRISgIOup.org. uk/

NOISE COMPLAINTS

www.sstafts gov ulk/nose

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME
& COMMUNITY CLEANLINESS
Fly-Tipping and

Environmental Crime

www sstafts gov.uk/

Litter Bans
Report vie South Staffordstere Councit

www. sstaffs gov.uk,

Dog Fouling

Report via South Staftordstere Councl
www. sstaffs gov Uk,

Graffiti
Report via South Staftordetvre Counctd
www.sstaffs gov.uk

WASTE & RECYCLING
Missed Bins and Bags

www sstaffs gov.uk/

View Your Bin

Collection Catendar

www.sstaffs gov.uly

AN

LOOK OUT
FOR EACH OTHER

REPORT IT
SORT IT
STAY SAFE

Louise Barton -
Area Coordinator /Administrator

B3 louisejbarton@hotmail.com

NITROUS OXIDE

CANISTER DISPOSAL

Never place nitrous oxide

canisters in household waste,

recycling bins, or public

ltter bins, Take canisters to

a Household Waste Recycling

Centre (HWRC)

¢ Bilbrook Recycling Centre

o Cannock Mousehold Waste
Recycling Centre.

More information:

www.staffordshire gov uk

ROADS & HIGHWAYS
Report a Pothole

www.statfordshire govuk/

CONSUMER PROTECTION
& SCAMS

Trading Standards -

Report It

www tradingstandards uk
CONSUMEns/support -adwice

FIRE SAFETY

Book a Home Fire
Safety Check

www. staffordshirefire gow.uk/

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
& PARISH MATTERS

About Your Parish Council
(Penkridge Parish Council)
warw penks idgepanshoouncl gov uk/

~

ny SOUTH CONTACT SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE
STAFFORDSHIRE Ondine
styfordihe . N Emergency Emadl
@ PoLlC E T R & 999 et vaeaficroshre polce b

Non-emergency.

101 0 an emengenty awayi Ll 995

MM?MU‘

SEE IT. REPORT IT. TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Staffordshire
Safer Roads

FARTNERSHIF

CALL YOUR
LOCAL POLICE

101

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

77\ Staffordshire

"’/ County Council




~ = THISENDSON =

“42™ SEPTEMBER

SO MAKE SURE
YOUR CHILD HAS BEEN TO

PENKRIDGE LIBRARY

TO COLLECT THEIR
CERTIFICATE AND REWARDS'

: DON'T FORGET... [P |
-~ THE SCHOOLS ARE gy
COMPETING FOR ="\ |

THE SRC TROPHY T0O! » &7

p "M‘L‘&;‘
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