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Friday 3rd July 2026

Our School Value: Courage

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Key Verse: Be strong and courageous. ‘Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the ‘Lord’ your God is with you wherever you go’. Joshua 1.9 

Dear parents,

We’ve had another lovely week as a school family where learning and friendship has been 
flourishing. 

A highlight today has been seeing children from Wolgarston High visiting our school to 
support with gardening and tidying our outdoor Forest area and school grounds. The 
majority of the students came to this school when they were younger.  The students were 
chatting to each other about the fond memories of their time here which was lovely to hear. 

During the week, we had a meeting about the extension to Hedgehog’s mobile as part of the 
School Based Nursery programme. As mentioned earlier in the year, we have received 
£150,000 funding from the Department for Education to extend and improve the mobile 
which will enable us to add 7 additional spaces to our nursery. We are very excited about the 
project which will bring us new toilets and a changing facilities. In addition, the environment 
will be improved with new carpets, paint work and new gates around Hedgehog class outdoor 
area. Fortunately, we will also be gaining air conditioning within the extension programme 
which will be amazing too. As well as this, the children’s toilets which are located next to the 
library are also being refurbished during the summer break. We are really looking forward to 
both projects and the vast improvements these will bring for all of our children. 

Once again if you know of any families with nursery aged children (3-4 years) please do let 
them know about our wonderful school and the improvements we are making. It’s such an 
exciting time to join our ambitious and beautiful school.

Thank you to parents who were able to join us for the Early Years and Y3/4 transition 
meetings this week. We hope you found meeting class teachers and learning about next year 
useful. For anyone who had commitments we will be sharing the information with you via 
email.  Next week, Miss Laing will be welcoming parents to the Y1/2 meeting on Tuesday 7th 
July at 2.45pm.

Next week, the children from Hedgehogs and Owls will also be enjoying their ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ and ‘Neil Armstrong’ workshops which will bring their learning to life in a creative 
and memorable way. We look forward to sharing the photographs.

Here’s to another memorable and fun week of learning ahead.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend,

Mrs Claire Keay and our fantastic team of staff,



Important changes to Free School Meals

The government has announced changes to the entitlement 

criteria for free school meals from September 2026. From 

then there will be two different types of free school meals, 

known as 'targeted' and 'expanded’.

Families who receive any of the following are eligible for 

'targeted' free school meals -

•Universal Credit with annual household earnings of £7,400 or 

less

•support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•are in receipt of income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance

•receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit

Families in receipt of Universal Credit, with annual household 

earnings exceeding £7,400 will be entitled to 'expanded' free 

school meals.

 A free school meal cannot be provided under 'expanded' 

criteria before 1 September 2026. 

Please check to see if you could be eligible, by clicking the link 

below.

To apply under 'targeted' or 'expanded' free school meals 
please Apply for Free School Meals - Staffordshire County 
Council

https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/




Football Gymnastics Swimming????? 



It’s that time of year again when Staffordshire libraries will be running the annual 
Summer Reading Challenge, which this year is called Read to the Beat, and has a 
music vibe.

This year the challenge has decided to take a new approach and allow children to set 
their own reading target, something that they feel is manageable. The challenge will 
work the same in the sense that children visit the library 3 times over the summer; the 
first to sign up, collect their starter pack and chose a book or two, the 2nd visit to 
change or renew their books and collect their 2nd set of stickers and then the 3rd visit 
will see them complete their reading challenge in which they will receive their medal 
and certificate.
As well as participating in the challenge the libraries have a brilliant array of 
activities and events to keep the children engaged over the summer, please contact 
your local library for details. Libraries | Staffordshire County Council
To join the library, borrow books and join the summer reading challenge is completely 
FREE and is a great way to keep kids reading over the summer and celebrate a love of 
books during in this national year of reading.
The challenge starts in Staffordshire Libraries on Saturday 4th July and runs until 
14th September.
Sign up, discover some amazing books, and Read to the Beat this summer. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libraries


Year 4 had a workshop 
from a member of the 

Mental Health Team this 
week. The session 

focussed on any worries 
or concerns about their 
transition to their new 
school in September.

For those that missed the parent information 
session with Mrs Carrington this week.  Please 
click the link to view the presentation, which 
can be found on the Class Foxes page on our 
website.
Year 3 & Year 4 - Foxes - St Leonards COFE First 
School

Foxes have taken part in a drama 
workshop this afternoon, some 

fabulous singing & dancing could 
be heard in the hall!! 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/




29th June – 3rd July 2026

Hedgehogs  96%

Foxes   93%

Whole School  93%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   91%

Free Online Safety Virtual Workshops | NSPCC

NSPCC’s new Keeping Children Safe Online workshop provides parents 
and carers with information about how to support their child in their 
online world.
The 40 minute pre-recorded presentation covers topics such as online 
bullying, mental health, and social media, as well as signposting to 
resources and organisations for help and support.
Please click the link above to watch.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/


Lots of smiles on transition 
day this week in Class Owls 



Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Weekly House Point Tally

159

66

183

Next week we will be singing:
This Little Light of Mine
"This Little Light Of Mine"

This week we have been singing:
Strong and Courageous

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=t34ajxa7TCI

Please ensure that your ParentPay 
balances are clear for the end of 

the year.  Thank you

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI


Following the success of last years silent disco
the PTFA are holding another disco!  Offers of any help 

would be gratefully received!



Summer term 

Monday 6th July - 2:15pm Stay & Play for Reception 2026 parents & children

Tuesday 7th July Hedgehogs & Owls Creative Workshop – see letter sent 
home

Tuesday 7th July – 2.45pm Current Reception & Current Year 1 parents are invited 
to a Transition meeting with Miss Laing

Friday 10th July – 2:45pm Nursery & Reception end of term farewell – parents 
invited at 2:45pm

Wednesday 15th July RECEPTION to Year 4 – End of year Silent Disco – NO 
ARK AVAILABLE

Friday 17th July End of Year Leavers Church Service – everyone welcome

Friday 17th July School closes for all pupils at 1:30pm



Please send your reply slips in to the office asap



Letter sent home this week for Hedgehogs & Owls
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