
Friday 17th July 2026

Our School Value: Courage

Friday Post

Key Verse: Be strong and courageous. ‘Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the ‘Lord’ your God is with you wherever you go’. Joshua 1.9 

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Dear parents,
A million thanks to all of our families for a truly incredible year. The children have flourished 
and blossomed thanks to everyone’s incredibleness. It has been a truly inspiring year.
Thank you to everyone who joined us this morning for our service in church. We loved 
gathering together to celebrate our champions of courage and to say farewell to our fantastic 
Year four children.

The creativity, love of learning and musicality of our school family really shone through 
during our performances today. There wasn’t a dry eye in church as we celebrated the 
incredible journey of our wonderful year fours. We hope you enjoy the poem which celebrates 
the beauty and personalities of each of our year four children. We wish them every success as 
they move to Penkridge Middle in September. Like saplings from a sturdy Oak tree, we have 
carefully nourished their learning, their personalities, their talents, their friendships and their 
character skills for life. We know that this will nurture our wonderful year fours as they 
continue to flourish and blossom through their future chapters and life. With love and good 
luck to year four.

Today we also bid farewell to Mr Brown who has become such a valued member of our team; 
he is a popular member of staff who has enriched lunch and after school club. Mr Brown will 
be greatly missed. We wish him every success as he moves forward in his career with Rock-it 
music. Mr Bough quickly recognised Mr Brown’s musical talents! We know you will all join us 
in wishing Mr Brown well in his next chapter. This week we have also said good bye to our 
wonderful Mrs Baggott (our very own Julie Andrews) and Mrs Sheldon who have supported 
Hedgehog Class so beautifully with their care and kindness this year. They have been 
amazing.
In addition to this, we say goodbye to Alicia who will be starting her new school in 
Shropshire from September. We will really miss her.
From September, we very much look forward to welcoming Mrs Thompson fully who is our 
new Early Years and Reading lead. We are also welcoming Miss Forrest who will be teaching 
in Owls class alongside Miss Laing. We also look forward to welcoming our new families and 
children into school after the summer break.
Once again, sending our warmest thanks for your immense love, care and kindness which 
enables your children to grasp every exciting moment and opportunity at St Leonard’s and 
allows them to flourish and grow every day.

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer break from myself, our staff and governors.
Best wishes, Mrs Claire Keay.



A big thank you to the PTFA for our ice-cream 

treat today!!



Champions of Courage



This week we had a 
special visitor in school – 
Arlo brought his Tortoise 

to meet everyone!
Her name is ‘Torty’ and 

she is over 100 years old, 
still healthy, still hungry, 
still hibernating and still 

laying eggs!

Thank you to Arlo and his 
dad for bringing Torty to 

school to meet us!!



Martial Arts 

Important changes to Free School Meals

The government has announced changes to the entitlement criteria for free school meals from 

September 2026. From then there will be two different types of free school meals, known as 

'targeted' and 'expanded’.

Families who receive any of the following are eligible for 'targeted' free school meals -

•Universal Credit with annual household earnings of £7,400 or less

•support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•are in receipt of income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit

Families in receipt of Universal Credit, with annual household earnings exceeding £7,400 will 

be entitled to 'expanded' free school meals.

A free school meal cannot be provided under 'expanded' criteria before 1 September 2026. 

Please check to see if you could be eligible, by clicking the link below.

To apply under 'targeted' or 'expanded' free school meals please Apply for Free School Meals - 

Staffordshire County Council

https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/


We have said goodbye & luck 

to Mr Brown in his new role as 

music teacher.



Year Four…Forever in our Hearts

Dear listener, both family and friend, our time at St Leonard’s is nearing an end.
Your children have shone, their future is bright, 

moving on seems overwhelming, but we know it is right.

Alfie with a heart full of care, with so much kindness to share
The best buddy of all time, his love of farming helps him to shine.

Belle, always bouncing with laughter and play, a successful future we definitely say.
Where do we find her everyday?  Having great fun with her friends; her gymnastics blows us away!

Cian our dinosaur fan, a definite Jurassic Park Man;
Always a kind and sincere friend, ready to help, care and mend.

Elsie, such a gentle and caring young girl, a beautiful personality like an innocent pearl.
Her love of animals warms our hearts, go forward with courage; our memories will never part.

Finley, a sincere and fun-loving boy, who will rocket forward in life with so much joy.
A mountain-biking star, who will travel so far.

Freddie, every second of every day, your kindness shines brightly,
your courage is immense and so mighty. A popular buddy, magnet fisher, worship leader.

 Keep aiming high; you are a real succeeder.

Harrison brings us such joy and laughter; a School Council leader, World War II and RAF master.
Flying forwards, you will journey high; sending our love as we say goodbye.

Harrison our motor-cross hero; who always goes that extra mile;
What will we do without your enchanting smile?

A love of football and time outdoors exploring, your fun and laugher will always be soaring.

Olivia, our talented dancing queen; glistening with energy; she is a real dream.
Stylish with her beautiful jewellery, a friend in a million – always playing so merrily.

Ted, our rugby hero and mathematical King, his love of learning; is a really great thing.
Dazzling us all with his determination and courage. He’s always the first to give help and encourage.

Year Four will always journey far, as our St Leonard’s Superstars.
With so much brilliance alight, they have been such a delight.

Now your time left with us here is short, take your values and all you have learnt.
Run ahead, flourish forward and keep aiming high.

Sending our love as we say goodbye.



This week we have said a sad goodbye to
Mrs Bagot & Mrs Sheldon



https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/nursery-

reception-hedgehogs/

Meet the teacher presentations

Thank you to everyone who attended the Teacher Presentations, we hope 
you found them informative.  For those of you who couldn't make it 
please find the links below – these are on our school website under the 
‘Classes & Clubs’ tab.

For children who will be in 
Nursery & Reception

For children who will be in 
Year 1 & Year 2

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-1-

year-2-owls/

For children who will be in 
Year 3 & Year 4

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-

year-4-foxes/
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Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Please 
ensure that 

your 
ParentPay 
balances 
are clear 

for the end 
of the year. 

Loving God,

Thank You for our time here,

for friends, teachers, and all we’ve learned.

Bless us as we move forward—

give us courage, wisdom, and kindness

to shine Your light wherever we go.

Amen



Huge thank you to the PTFA for hosting this years disco



Changes are on there way!!

Sorry that the Friday Post is late today, but once all the children 
had left we had to empty Hedgehogs, Owls and the main toilets 

as over the summer they are going to be refurbished!
We can’t wait to show you the end result in September!!



Summer term 

Tuesday 1st September Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Wednesday 2nd September Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 3rd September Welcome back to school!
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