
Friday 10th July 2026

Our School Value: Courage

Friday Post

Key Verse: Be strong and courageous. ‘Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the ‘Lord’ your God is with you wherever you go’. Joshua 1.9 

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Dear families,

Our learning in school has been dazzling just like the sunshine this week! The children have all been 
coped superbly with the return of the higher temperatures. In order to keep children safe and in school 
all day we have amended our adverse weather risk assessment to include a timetable of Forest School 
under the shaded canopy/outdoor classroom; time in our Victorian building (which really stays much 
cooler) as well as time in the Village Hall. The children have been amazing.
It has been a true joy writing my headteacher comments for everyone’s reports. Your children are 
truly wonderful and it has been so lovely getting to know the children’s unique and beautiful 
personalities, hopes and dreams this year. Reports will be shared next week.
I cannot believe that we are almost at the end of this academic year; it really has flown by. What a 
wonderful year it has been! I am so proud of everything we have achieved and developed at St 
Leonard’s as a staff team this year. Key highlights to celebrate include:
· Building on children’s talents, hobbies and interests.
· Implementing consistent approaches to teaching and learning based on evidence informed practice.
· Introducing daily handwriting and fluency sessions.
· Enhancing our writing curriculum and provision from Early Years to Y4.
· Improving our curriculum progression and resources.
· Elevating and improving our environments, learning walls and displays.
· Offering a wider range of enrichment and spiritual experiences across the curriculum and enhanced 
provision for art, music, drama, musical theatre, forest school, trips and more.
· Enhancing clubs and leadership experiences including our eco/site team who help me every lunch 
time. What would I do without them!
· Adding varied equipment to lunchtime play.
· Calming after lunch with a 5 minute mindfulness read.
· Improving worship with our three year ‘Journey Through the Bible.’
· Introducing a consistent language and deepening approach to spirituality (Mirrors, Windows and 
Doors).
Most importantly:
· Continuing to ensure all our children always feel loved and cared for.
· Igniting a ‘love of learning’ for every child and adult in our school family.
Whilst at all times ensuring that your children remain at the heart of everything we do as we ‘Learn 
to Love and Love to Learn.’
We are really looking forward to our final week of term with lots of lovely activities for year four 
including our silent disco and Leaver’s Church Service.

Wishing everyone a restful weekend ahead,
Mrs Claire Keay and our joyful team



Important changes to Free School Meals

The government has announced changes to the entitlement criteria for free school meals from 

September 2026. From then there will be two different types of free school meals, known as 

'targeted' and 'expanded’.

Families who receive any of the following are eligible for 'targeted' free school meals -

•Universal Credit with annual household earnings of £7,400 or less

•support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•are in receipt of income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit

Families in receipt of Universal Credit, with annual household earnings exceeding £7,400 will 

be entitled to 'expanded' free school meals.

A free school meal cannot be provided under 'expanded' criteria before 1 September 2026. 

Please check to see if you could be eligible, by clicking the link below.

To apply under 'targeted' or 'expanded' free school meals please Apply for Free School Meals - 

Staffordshire County Council

https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/
https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/




One Day Creative Workshop

This week Owls participated in a drama-based workshop focusing on Neil Armstrong 
and the moon landings.  Whilst Hedgehogs workshop focussed on Jack and the 

Beanstalk.



Dancing, Swimming, Go-Karting, Ping Pong, Darts Football
What a busy week! 



Sunflower Dissecting 
Foxes have dissected sunflowers to 
identify and examine the different 
parts of the plant, including the 

petals, seeds, stem, and leaves. This 
activity helped develop their 

observation skills and understanding 
of how plants grow and function.

Well done to 
our footballers 
this week, who 
represented us 

in an inter-
school 

competition at 
Wolgarston

Keeping cool in Forest School!



Class Hedgehogs learning 
this week has been 

inspired by the story of 
Hansel & Gretel.



6th – 10th July 2026

Hedgehogs    94%

Foxes     92%

Whole School    94%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls     94%

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-

and-carers
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https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/nursery-

reception-hedgehogs/

Meet the teacher presentations

Thank you to everyone who attended the Teacher Presentations, we hope 
you found them informative.  For those of you who couldn't make it 
please find the links below – these are on our school website under the 
‘Classes & Clubs’ tab.

For children who will be in 
Nursery & Reception

For children who will be in 
Year 1 & Year 2

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-1-

year-2-owls/

For children who will be in 
Year 3 & Year 4

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-

year-4-foxes/
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Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

This week we are singing:
This Little Light of Mine
"This Little Light Of Mine"

Please ensure that your ParentPay balances are clear for 
the end of the year. Reminder emails & texts will be sent 

out next week Thank you

Dear God,

As we prepare for the end of term with new chapters and new beginnings,

Give us courage, hope and faith.

Guide us with your love, care and kindness.

Amen

Everyone is welcome to join us for 
our final worship of the year at St 

Leonard’s Church, Dunston.  
Church will be open from 8:30am, 
children will arrive approx. 9:15am.  
Year 4 parents are welcome to stay 
in church afterwards for coffee & 
cake and have the opportunity to 

take photographs.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ


Following the success of last years silent disco
the PTFA are holding another disco!  Offers of any help 

would be gratefully received!



Summer term 

Wednesday 15th July – 2.15pm
Year 4 parents are invited to join in with their children 
in Forest School (please dress appropriately for being in 
the shaded area & where there might be nettles!)

Wednesday 15th July
RECEPTION to Year 4 – End of year Silent Disco – NO 
ARK AVAILABLE

Friday 17th July – 9.15am approx
End of Year Leavers Church Service – everyone welcome
Year 4 parents are welcome to stay after the service for 
coffee & cake and the opportunity to take photos.

Friday 17th July School closes for all pupils at 1:30pm
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