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Friday 26th June 2026

Our School Value: Courage

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Key Verse: Be strong and courageous. ‘Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the ‘Lord’ your God is with you wherever you go’. Joshua 1.9 

Dear parents,

Wow…what a scorchingly hot week. Thank you to families for your kind comments, 
support and flexibility linked to the adjustments we have been making to keep everyone 
safe.
Our learning has definitely been sizzling this week too. We’ve made so many lovely 
memories and the children have had the chance to work in their house teams. We are so 
proud of how the children have adjusted to calmer play and lunch times. We have been 
enjoying art, Jenga, Lego and construction in the shade to keep cool!
The Week Ahead…
We are looking forward to transition day next Wednesday when children will be moving to 
new classes (Y1 and Y3 becoming Y2 and Y4 for the day!) I know that Mrs Carrington, Miss 
Laing and Mrs Thompson are really looking forward to welcoming the children to their 
classes.
Myself and Miss Thompson will also be on the Trust Early Years Conference on Thursday 
which we are really looking forward to. This will further support the improvements we 
have been achieving in Hedgehogs class this year.
Our recent teaching and learning report, praised the outreach work which we have been 
prioritising to enhance every child’s learning journey in nursery and reception. Mrs Machin 
commented:
The Headteacher and staff are recognised and commended for driving significant 
improvements in the EYFS. These improvements have been achieved at pace, demonstrating 
a strong leadership commitment to establishing secure foundations through a well designed 
curriculum and effective teaching. The impact of trust-wide CPD is evident in the enhanced 
indoor and outdoor continuous provision. High-quality provision across all seven areas of 
learning is consistently available.
We can’t wait to bring back ideas from the EYFS conference to further enhance our 
improved provision. We have spaces for nursery and reception from September so please do 
let friends or family with toddlers know. The experiences and memories which the children 
gain at our school are truly incredible.

Keep cool and safe over the weekend – we will be back to our normal school day next week.
Mrs C Keay and our talented team





Football Swimming Swimming









22nd – 25th June 2026

Hedgehogs  94%

Foxes   88%

Whole School  91%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   91%

Free Online Safety Virtual Workshops | NSPCC

NSPCC’s new Keeping Children Safe Online workshop provides parents 
and carers with information about how to support their child in their 
online world.
The 40 minute pre-recorded presentation covers topics such as online 
bullying, mental health, and social media, as well as signposting to 
resources and organisations for help and support.
Please click the link above to watch.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/


Rock-it Music
The children and staff enjoyed our 
music workshop from Rock-it Music 
today. There was so much fun and 
creativity. The singing and ukulele 
playing was amazing; we have such 
rhymical and talented children.

Matilda Performing Arts 
Workshop

We also had a dazzling time this 
afternoon with drama, acting and 
dance. I was so proud of the children 
and just like ‘Matilda’ we used the 
play to encourage the love of reading 
at our school. Prior to the workshop, 
we even enjoyed trio reading with 
hedgehogs, owls and foxes joining 
together to read to each other. What 
a wonderful end to the week!





Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Dear God
Thank you God, for this new day,
Thank you for rest and for shelter, for health 
and for food.
Thank you for my friends and my family.
Thank you for challenges and for 
opportunities to learn.
May this day be filled with love.
And may I know that you are always near.
Amen

ARK & Nursery charges
September 2026

As per our terms & conditions, fees 
for Nursery sessions and Before & 
After School Care are currently 

under review.  Once agreed by our 
LAC during this term we will advise 

you of any changes.

Weekly House Point Tally

49

119

50

This week we have been singing:

Be bold, Be strong
Be Bold, Be Strong (Song Actions)

Next week we are learning:
Strong and Courageous

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=t34ajxa7TCI

School council say 
thank you for 

supporting the ice 
lolly sale, it raised 

£45.00 profit!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9Vjvc-WdRI&list=RDK9Vjvc-WdRI&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI


Following the success of last years silent disco
the PTFA are holding another disco!  Offers of any help 

would be gratefully received!





Summer term 

Tuesday 30th June 2-3pm New Nursery (September starters) Stay & Play

Wednesday 1st July ‘Bump up day’ all children will spend the day in their 
new year group

Wednesday 1st July 8.45-9:45am Sept 2026 Nursery & Reception Stay & Play (no parents)

Wednesday 1st July 
Current YEAR 2 & YEAR 3 Children please come in Forest 
School Clothing

Wednesday 1st July 2.15pm
Current YEAR 3 Parents are welcome to join your child 
in Forest School – please dress appropriately for the 
weather

Wednesday 1st July 2.45-3.15pm Current Year 2 & Year 3 Parents are invited to a 
Transition meeting with Mrs Carrington 

Wednesday 1st July - 5pm Current & new to Nursery & new Reception 2026 
parents information meeting

Monday 6th July - 2:15pm Stay & Play for Reception 2026 parents & children

Tuesday 7th July Hedgehogs & Owls Creative Workshop – see letter sent 
home

Tuesday 7th July – 2.45pm Current Reception & Current Year 1 parents are invited 
to a Transition meeting with Miss Laing

Friday 10th July – 2:45pm Nursery & Reception end of term farewell – parents 
invited at 2:45pm

Wednesday 15th July RECEPTION to Year 4 – End of year Silent Disco - more 
info to follow

Friday 17th July End of Year Leavers Church Service – everyone welcome

Clubs - Due to Gardening & Football clubs being 
cancelled this week, you will get your extra session the 
last week of term. As Chromebook club went ahead the 
last session remains as 6th July.

Ark – for the sessions where school was closed for 
booked Ark we will give a free session on your July 
invoice.

JULY – if you need after school care for July please let 
us know asap, there is no Chromebook Club the last 
week so you will need to book after school care if you 
need it.  Thank you



Please send your reply slips in to the office asap



Letter sent home this week for Hedgehogs & Owls
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