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Friday 19th June 2026

Our School Value: Courage

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Key Verse: Be strong and courageous. ‘Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the ‘Lord’ your God is with you wherever you go’. Joshua 1.9 

Dear parents,

What an amazing week here at St Leonard’s.
Thank you so much to everyone for making Sports’ Day such an amazing afternoon. It was so 
lovely to welcome everyone for our picnic lunch as a whole school family; a really special time. I 
enjoyed the precious time for a chat with families and see the friendships and fun even before the 
races began. Kindest thanks to Mrs Carrington, Mr H and our whole staff team for the preparation, 
practices and leading our afternoon of Sports. It was lovely to see the children taking part with 
such determination and team spirit. We had talked about supporting ourselves and our friends; 
encouraging everyone and beating our personal bests. Everyone really did shine in so many ways. 
Thank you also to our PTA team who provided refreshments for us. Well done to team ‘Holly’ for 
winning the trophy but most importantly huge congratulations to the children for taking part 
with such energy and love of each other and our school. I’m so proud of team St Leonard’s.
Perkins Award
Another great achievement this week has been entering the Perkins Award Competition. Mrs 
Trumble has worked so incredibly hard with Aoife, Alfie, Belle, Edward, Finley, Olivia, Ralph and 
Ted to produce this year’s entry based on ‘The Plastic Problem.’ The final project looked absolutely 
amazing and highlighted the problem of plastic entering rivers and oceans. Mrs Carrington and 
Mrs Trumble both commented on how confidently the children presented information about their 
project. It really demonstrated their love of our environment, design technology and learning. We 
came runners up in the competition but to us the children were real ‘Champions’ in every way 
possible. Well done to the 2026 Perkins team.
Youth Net
This week, Foxes class also enjoyed a workshop from Alison at Youth Net. The hall was set up 
beautifully linked to the theme of ‘kindness’; I really wished that I could have joined in too. The 
photographs below capture the beauty, wonder and reflection which was enjoyed by all during the 
workshop.
Rock-it Music
We also enjoyed a further visit from John Baugh and his son from Rock-it Music this week. They 
came to talk to us about music lessons and tuition from September. The children have been 
speaking to me excitedly about learning to play the guitar, drums or key board. We are really 
pleased to be offering a wider range of instruments for music tuition from next year. Also, it is 
exciting that all classes will be having a weekly music lesson led by specialist music teachers. 
There will be lots of performances to look forward to. I can’t wait as I’m so passionate about 
children experiencing sport, music, art and the performing arts due to the creativity, confidence 
and collaboration which these elements of the curriculum foster.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead,
Mrs Claire Keay and our creative St Leonard’s team







Well done to the Foxes team of children who represented us 
at Perkins ECO Day this week.



Spirited Arts 2026
Get creative through this cross-curricular competition.

Entries are welcome in any art form including:
Art (painting, drawing, sketching etc)
Poetry
Photography
Dance
Music
Drama
Sculpture

Who Can Take Part?:
Children from 3-19 years old.
Individual, paired or group entries are allowed.

The themes for 2026 are:
1.Faith in our Future, hope in our Future
2.Prayers for all that lives! Animals, Earth, God!
3.Open Bible!
4.Searching for God
5.Sacred spaces
6.Children of God

Use the attached link to view entries from last year for inspiration: 2025 Archives – 
NATRE.

As a school, we can submit a maximum of 10 arts pieces.
If you art is chosen, we will be in touch to gain a write up which explains how the art 
connects to the theme so that a meaningful commentary is included.

Please send entries in to school by Friday 26th June (two weeks today)
Use the following link to find out more about each theme: Spirited Arts 2026 – NATRE

Good luck with your entries.

https://email.mail3.veracross.com/c/eJxEzb2u6yAQBOCnge5au8uPSUFxG14jIrBOUEiwgGMpb3_kNKf9ZjST_WYuq94ke1wdEqAGLR-e7A0dQ9SAaC1frHYbMJuMqzNsSRZPQBYsIjoEUIuyWuWLymz45m7KCQ2vWKpaDu4x9TbGktpLVv-Ycx9C_RcUBIV3nJ2X1u_Lz1NQGHvpZXL-F_scgkLs8_rh2AUFAjKCguw-1SfHj9Bwb-1e-bz5bh-e5JGuqRZ-T19LemyFa07j1G_tuj89ajLrKTv30d5_ARGQg98AAAD__4eIVTc
https://email.mail3.veracross.com/c/eJxEzb2u6yAQBOCnge5au8uPSUFxG14jIrBOUEiwgGMpb3_kNKf9ZjST_WYuq94ke1wdEqAGLR-e7A0dQ9SAaC1frHYbMJuMqzNsSRZPQBYsIjoEUIuyWuWLymz45m7KCQ2vWKpaDu4x9TbGktpLVv-Ycx9C_RcUBIV3nJ2X1u_Lz1NQGHvpZXL-F_scgkLs8_rh2AUFAjKCguw-1SfHj9Bwb-1e-bz5bh-e5JGuqRZ-T19LemyFa07j1G_tuj89ajLrKTv30d5_ARGQg98AAAD__4eIVTc
https://email.mail3.veracross.com/c/eJxEzb2u6yAQBOCnge5au8uPSUFxG14jIrBOUEiwgGMpb3_kNKf9ZjST_WYuq94ke1wdEqAGLR-e7A0dQ9SAaC1frHYbMJuMqzNsSRZPQBYsIjoEUIuyWuWLymz45m7KCQ2vWKpaDu4x9TbGktpLVv-Ycx9C_RcUBIV3nJ2X1u_Lz1NQGHvpZXL-F_scgkLs8_rh2AUFAjKCguw-1SfHj9Bwb-1e-bz5bh-e5JGuqRZ-T19LemyFa07j1G_tuj89ajLrKTv30d5_ARGQg98AAAD__4eIVTc
https://natre.org.uk/spirited-arts-main-page/spirited-arts-2026/
https://natre.org.uk/spirited-arts-main-page/spirited-arts-2026/
https://natre.org.uk/spirited-arts-main-page/spirited-arts-2026/


Football Kickboxing



This week, our learning has been inspired by the story Katie in London. As Katie explores the 
capital city, we discovered famous landmarks, different types of transport and the exciting 

sights London has to offer! 
In maths, we focussed on odd and even numbers. The children sorted numbers and 

representations based on whether they are odd or even. 
In the construction area, the children worked together to build their own version of London 

creating famous landmarks such as Big Ben, Tower Bridge and Buckingham Palace. 
As part of our Understanding the World learning, they explored maps of London and maps of 

the Underground system helping develop understanding of places and communities. 









Well done to our Foxes 
footballers, who 

represented us in a 
tournament on 

Monday

Foxes had a 
workshop with 

Alison from 
YouthNet based 
around ‘Trust & 

Friendship’ 



15th – 19th June 2026

Hedgehogs  89%

Foxes   95%

Whole School  93%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   94%

Mr H says you are all PE Superstars
for a fabulous Sports Day yesterday.

Well done!





Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Dear God
Thank you for the gifts within ourselves, our 
friends, our families and our community.
Let our talents and hobbies guide and inspire 
us.
Help us to embrace new challenges, try new 
experiences and conquer any fears.
With courage, care and kindness help us to 
flourish always.
Amen

ARK & Nursery charges
September 2026

As per our terms & conditions, fees 
for Nursery sessions and Before & 
After School Care are currently 
under review.  Once agreed by our 
LAC during this term we will advise 
you of any changes.

Weekly House Point Tally

72

28

84

This week we have been singing:

Be bold, Be strong
Be Bold, Be Strong (Song Actions)

Medical Appointments/Absence
Please could we ask that any medical 
appointments/absences are logged with 
the school office.  Copies of medical 
appointment letters/screen shots can 
be emailed to the office.  Thank you for 
your co-operation

Next week we are learning:
Strong and Courageous

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=t34ajxa7TCI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9Vjvc-WdRI&list=RDK9Vjvc-WdRI&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI




Copy of a letter sent home this week
Please send your reply slips in to the office asap



Summer term 

Tuesday 23rd June 9:30-10:30am Stay & Play for Reception 2026 parents & children

Wednesday 1st July ‘Bump up day’ all children will spend the day in their 
new year group

Wednesday 1st July 8.45-9:45am Sept 2026 Nursery & Reception Stay & Play (no parents)

Wednesday 1st July 
Current YEAR 2 & YEAR 3 Children please come in Forest 
School Clothing

Wednesday 1st July 2.15pm
Current YEAR 3 Parents are welcome to join your child 
in Forest School – please dress appropriately for the 
weather

Wednesday 1st July 2.45-3.15pm Current Year 2 & Year 3 Parents are invited to a 
Transition meeting with Mrs Carrington 

Wednesday 1st July 5pm Current Nursery & new Reception 2026 parents 
information meeting

Monday 6th July 2:15pm Stay & Play for Reception 2026 parents & children

Tuesday 7th July Hedgehogs & Owls Creative Workshop - more info to 
follow

Tuesday 7th July Current Reception & Current Year 1 parents are invited 
to a Transition meeting with Miss Laing

Wednesday 15th July RECEPTION to Year 4 – End of year Silent Disco - more 
info to follow

Friday 17th July End of Year Leavers Church Service – everyone welcome

Foxes have weekly Forest School sessions this term on Wednesday.
Please come to school on Wednesdays in your forest school clothes, 

dressing appropriately for the weather and for getting muddy!  Long 
trousers are advised to help prevent stings on nettles.
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