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Friday 22nd May 2026

Our School Value: Service

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Key verse: Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of the varied grace of God. Peter 4.10

Dear families,
Thank you to everyone for a wonderful final week of this half term. It looks like the 
weather is improving just in time for the May Bank Holiday too. The sun definitely reflects 
the glorious learning and warm friendships that have been blossoming at our school this 
term.
Cake Sale and Non Uniform Day – Thank You
Thank you to everyone for supporting our cake sale at playtime today. School Council 
enjoyed running the cake stall and raising money to support new ‘Forest School’ equipment 
to further enhance our outdoor learning opportunities. School Council will be researching, 
ordering and sharing photographs of the new equipment. Warmest thanks also for our non-
uniform day fundraiser for Birmingham Children’s Hospital. We raised £  for the charity. 
We have made contact with the hospital to see if a member of the fundraising team will be 
able to visit us to talk more about how Charity donations help the hospital. This links well 
with our value of ‘Service’ and how we can help serve our local community and hospitals.
Champions of Service
We had a lovely time this morning celebrating all of the acts of ‘Service’ from this half 
term. Every day, our children astound us with their service and dedication to each other 
and our whole school family. Everyone’s service shines through at our school; this ranges 
from children spontaneously helping their friends and teachers; being buddies/monitors 
and team leaders as well as random acts of kindness from children, families and staff. I’m 
so proud of the service which flourishes at our school. Congratulations to all of the values 
champions; I know that it was so difficult for our adults to choose a champion as everyone 
has been showing outstanding service to others.
Love to Learn
Our motto includes the phrase ‘Love to Learn’ and our staff work incredibly hard to ensure 
that our learning oozes with inspiration, enjoyment and purpose. I love visiting lessons 
each week to see the superb learning in every classroom. I’ve particularly enjoyed seeing 
the writing in each class this week; For our next writing unit, we are going to be writing 
for parents and families as a real audience and purpose. We look forward to sharing 
photocopies of everyone’s writing very soon.
Half Term
We wish everyone a restful and enjoyable half term break and look forward to welcoming 
everyone back to school on Tuesday 2nd June.

With warmest best wishes,
Mrs Keay and our tremendous team of dedicated staff

School is closed 
to pupils on 

Monday 1st June.



Champions of Service 



Football Swimming Gymnastics









18th – 22nd May 2026

Hedgehogs  90%

Foxes   98%

Whole School  94%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   93%



Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Dear God,
We pray for a heart of service
Help us to serve others with open arms
Help us to bring Hope and comfort to those 
in need
Guide us to serve not for recognition or 
reward, but out of a genuine love of helping 
others.
Help us to follow your example with care, 
love and kindness.
Amen

Spare Clothing
We are in desperate need of some spare 
clothing (of all ages) If you have any 
black/grey jogging bottoms/shorts  or 
leggings that your child has grown out of, 
we would love to take them off your 
hands!
If your child is sent home in any of our 
spare clothing please could you wash & 
return asap.  Thank you

Miss Tina enjoying Census 
day yesterday! ☺ 

Drinks bottles
Please make sure your child has a drinks 
bottle at school everyday.  It is important 
that they are clearly marked with the 
child's name and that they can easily 
identify them so they don’t drink from the 
wrong bottle.  As part of the schools 
healthy eating policy, bottles should only 
contain water.  Due to health & hygiene 
we do not have spare drinks bottles in 
school.
Thank you. Uniform Reminders

To support our high expectations of 
uniform, we will be sending a text 

home as a reminder if clothing isn’t 
in line with our policy. Thank you for 
your support as it helps all children 
to feel secure and the same as their 
peers when they wear full uniform.



Year One – Phonic Screening Check
During the holiday, please remember to read every day and practice past Year One 
Phonic screening papers. There are lots of past papers online, click the links below:
2022 Phonics screening check: pupils' materials 
2023 phonics screening check pupils' materials

Year Four – June Multiplication Check
Similarly, year four should continue to practice multiplication facts in the holidays 
ready for the check in June. Chanting tables, Timestable Rockstars; making posters 
and songs are all great ways to learn tables instantly.

You can use maths shed each day to complete practice Checks.
Make flashcards to practice over and over linked to any facts that are not correct 
(red).

We will also send through a link to the daily Multiplication Check site so that you can 
practice daily using the actual software that you will be tested upon. 
MathShed - Mathematics game for school and home

Thank you, Mrs Keay

We have had a 
great two weeks 
of fundraising in 
school.  Last week 
for non-uniform 
day we raised 

£53.00 for 
Birmingham 
Children’s 
Hospital.

___________

Today a fantastic 
£75.75 was raised 
by School Council 
for replacement 
Forest School 
equipment.

Thank you for 
supporting us!

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62b03685d3bf7f0affd65591/STA228473e_YR1_2022_Phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62b03685d3bf7f0affd65591/STA228473e_YR1_2022_Phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68efa2b2e7b6794c076bbec2/2023_phonics_screening_check_pupils_materials.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68efa2b2e7b6794c076bbec2/2023_phonics_screening_check_pupils_materials.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68efa2b2e7b6794c076bbec2/2023_phonics_screening_check_pupils_materials.pdf
https://www.mathshed.com/en-us/mtc
https://www.mathshed.com/en-us/mtc
https://www.mathshed.com/en-us/mtc
https://www.mathshed.com/en-us/mtc


We have created our 
own pop-art using 
one of the techniques 
we have learnt based 
on the artist Andy 
Warhol.

We have made our own 
branching database linking 
to our Geography project 
on the USA

In English 
we have 

looked at a 
non-

chronologi
cal report 
based on 
the UK in 
readiness 
to write 
our own 
over the 
next few 
weeks 

about the 
USA

In Science we have 
recapped our 
learning on 

electrical circuits 
and learnt about 

the inventor 
Thomas Edison



Summer term 

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Friday 5th June Academy Photography - Class & Leavers Photos

Tuesday 9th June Owls & Foxes visit Stafford Muslim Prayer Hall

Thursday 18th June
Sports Day – New Reception & Nursery parents & 
children welcome

Tuesday 23rd June 9:30-10:30am Stay & Play for Reception 2026 parents & children

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

Wednesday 1st July 5pm Reception 2026 parents information meeting

Monday 6th July 2:15pm Stay & Play for Reception 2026 parents & children

Tuesday 7th July Hedgehogs & Owls Creative Workshop - more info to 
follow

Friday 17th July End of Year Leavers Church Service – everyone welcome

After ½ term Foxes will be having weekly Forest School sessions.
Please come to school on Wednesdays in your forest school clothes, 

dressing appropriately for the weather and for getting muddy!

Ark & Clubs

Clubs will carry on after ½ term if your child 
does NOT wish to carry on please email the 
office to have them removed from the register.

If you require After School Care for June and 
you haven’t already done so please send your 
bookings in.

Nursery parents if you require Before School 
Care please book via the school office.

Thank you

Please save your plastic & help to 
support the Foxes children who are 

working on a competition with 
Perkins Stafford.

Thank you

Owls & Foxes Reminder
Payment & permission slips to be returned for the visit to Stafford Muslim Prayer Hall more 
information can be found at: Mosque Visits – Stafford Muslim Prayer Hall

https://staffordmuslimprayerhall.co.uk/mosque-visits/
https://staffordmuslimprayerhall.co.uk/mosque-visits/
https://staffordmuslimprayerhall.co.uk/mosque-visits/
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