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Friday 17th April 2026

Our School Value: Service

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Key verse: Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of the varied grace of God. Peter 4.10

Dear parents,

It is a true privilege to be writing this week’s newsletter knowing that I will be continuing 
our learning journey together as the permanent Headteacher of St Leonard’s C of E First 
School. I am so excited and feel so very lucky to be venturing forward with you all.

Teaching and headship are my heart felt passions and I will continue to work tirelessly for 
the children in our care here at St Leonard’s. We have such a beautiful and kind whole 
school family; words cannot express how delighted I am.

This week, we have also been celebrating a highly successful teaching and learning review 
led by members of Staffordshire University Academies Trust. Sam Ashley (Vice CEO and 
Teaching and Learning Lead) and Sue Machin (Early Years lead) were part of our review. 
They were astounded with the improvements that we have been developing at St Leonard’s 
since September. Sue Machin was so impressed with the provision in Early Years and the 
care that we have put in to improving the quality of resources, environment and provision 
which is impacting so positively on all of the children. She even took photographs to share 
with other schools. Thank you to all staff, the children and families for inspiring each 
other with our love of learning here at St Leonard’s.

Another great achievement which we are so proud to announce is that following the 
compilation of a comprehensive bid, we have been successful in receiving the School Based 
Nursery Grant. This will provide us with funding to extend Hedgehog class and improve 
the toilet facilities. It will also allow us to provide an additional 7 nursery places. We look 
forward to sharing more details with you over the next few weeks about the project.

We are so excited as a whole school team for the future of our school as we continue to 
‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn’ together.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead,

Mrs Claire Keay and our caring whole school team





If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them 

during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Martial Arts, Swimming, Gymnastics, Skiing

Funding From Businesses

If you (or family/friends) 
work for businesses who 
provide grants/funds for 
schools please do let us 

know. Miss Susan from the 
Forestry Commission has 

mentioned that many school 
fund additional Forest 

School through funding 
from companies such as 
Tesco/Co-op etc so any 

support with aspect like this 
would be of great support.

Uniform Reminders

To support our high 
expectations of uniform, we 
will be sending a text home 

as a reminder if clothing 
isn’t in line with our policy. 
Thank you for your support 
as it helps all children to 

feel secure and the same as 
their peers when they wear 

full uniform.





Don’t forget to book your school meals in advance via your school grid account 
before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

Ordering of school meals
We kindly ask that ALL parents and carers order their child’s school lunch every day – this can 
be done in advance if preferred.  Please note if your child has an appointment in a morning but 
will be needing a school meal then let the office know.  If a child is off school poorly, then any 
ordered meals are cancelled otherwise the school has to pay.
Thank you for your support.

Weekly House Point Tally

66

98

62

Dear God,

Thank you for all of the service which 
blossoms at our school.
Thank you for the kindness and care that 
we have for each other.
Thank you for the personal qualities which 
make us unique and special.
Help us to flourish as individuals and a 
whole school community where all of our 
personalities can shine brightly for who we 
are.

Amen

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


13th – 17th April 2026

Hedgehogs  96%

Foxes   98%

Whole School  97%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   97%



This week we have been learning:

‘Give me oil in my lamp’
Give me oil in my lamp | Christian Songs 

For Kids
Next week we are learning:

‘Together as a family’
All together as a family - BBC Teach

Click the link above to find the lyrics & 
music

This week, Class Owls enjoyed their first Forest School session of the half 
term on Wednesday. The children took part in wood whittling and 

created their own ‘Bog Baby habitats’, activities which link closely to 
this term’s Science project.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OGMjDllEJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OGMjDllEJM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zj3xjsg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zj3xjsg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zj3xjsg


Foxes have been introduced to a new artist – Andy Warhol!
The children recreated one of his designs using the ‘blotted 
line’ technique and had great fun exploring this creative style.
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Home - St Leonards COFE First 
School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Summer term 

Monday 20th April The Book Bus

Wednesday 22nd April Amy Stafford, Senco in school

Friday 1st May @2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Thursday 7th & Friday 8th May Foxes @ Laches Wood

Friday 22nd May Church service – everyone welcome

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

Friday 17th July End of Year Church Service – everyone welcome

Forest School with Miss Susan this ½ term is Class 
Owls – please come to school in suitable clothing 

that might get muddy!

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
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