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Friday 20th March 2026

Our School Value: Forgiveness

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. Ephesians 4.32

Dear parents,

We hope that everyone has been enjoying the beautiful sunshine this week. We have 
definitely taken advantage of the fine weather with lots of outdoor learning and creative fun 
outside. The children have enjoyed finding lady birds, earthworms, butterflies and beetles 
within our forest area.

Our whole school team have been working hard on developing our EYFS outdoor area so that 
the learning opportunities are enhanced even further. Together, we have been creating a new 
Farm Shop, café and post office. We have updated resources for sand play, water 
exploration, outdoor reading and our mud kitchen. Not forgetting our brand-new transient 
art area where the children can use their imaginations to make natural art (with lots of 
maths and counting opportunities woven through too).

Since the spring term, we have introduced 15 minutes mathematics fluency each day which 
involves 5 minutes counting, 5 minutes place value and 5 minutes addition/subtraction. Our 
children’s number confidence is blossoming due to daily practise and we are looking forward 
to seeing the impact through quizzes and end of term arithmetic checks.

Next week, we are looking forward to workshops from Youth Net. Alison will be leading 
sessions linked to the theme of Lent and Easter. We will share lots of photographs in the 
Friday Post.

A reminder also that we have our ‘Champion of Forgiveness’ service on Friday which will 
now be held in the Village Hall due to the roofing work at Church. The children are also 
looking forward to our annual Easter egg hunt. Children are warmly invited to design an 
Easter bonnet or Easter Garden to share next Friday. There will be certificates and prizes for 
each class.

Wishing everyone a creative weekend ahead,
Mrs Claire Keay and our wonderful team here at St Leonard’s 

School closes at 
1.30pm for children 
on Friday 27th 
March for the Easter 
holidays.





Everyone loved meeting 
PCSO Millichap on Monday 

and the opportunity to 
explore the police car. The 
children asked a range of 

interesting questions, 
ranging from ‘How many 
people have you arrested?’ 
to ‘What is the best part of 
your job?’ The highlight of 
the visit, was sitting in the 
police car and sounding the 
siren. It was a really lovely 

morning. 



Dear God,

Thank you for Spring and the hope of warmer, longer, brighter days. 

Let growth and new life flourish forever. 

Thank you for nature that is awakening in the world all around us.

Let hope, kindness and forgiveness blossom this spring and always.

Amen

Dunston Wombles
The children really enjoyed speaking to Katrina on Wednesday 

and learning more about litter picking and how this helps to keep 
Dunston tidy. Our litter picking theme definitely links with our 

Naturalists Spiritual Pathway. Next week, I will launch our 
poster competition linked to the theme of keeping our local area 

tidy. Entries will be laminated and displayed in school and 
around Dunston.



Stars of the Week

‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14



Laches Wood 

A reminder to parents in years 3 & 4 that payment for their over 
night residential visit to Laches Wood is now due, payment is via 

your ParentPay account.  Staggered payments can be made.  

Foxes are learning about British 
inventor Mackintosh.

The children explored how materials can 
be made waterproof.  They designed and 

created their own boats, then carried 
out a fun experiment to see which boat 

would stay afloat the longest!



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them 

during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Swimming First Brownie 
Badge



Teddy P “yes, because even if you lose you still can have a good memory in your head.  
I came 4th in a race a couple of weeks ago but I was still happy”
George B “I think it’s ok to lose, it’s just a game”
Finley “I think it’s better to lose you need to learn to lose to be able to learn to win.  If 
you win all the time it gets boring”
Pippa “It doesn’t matter if you win or lose, it’s about having fun”
Isla “If you make a mistake and you lose, it doesn’t matter”
Jarrod “If you win every game and everyone else always loses, there would be no 
game”

Is it better to lose?



Reception have loved exploring the new resources outside this 
week. Our up-dated sand pit has been a firm favourite along 
with parcel wrapping in our new post office. We have been 
inspired by the artist Andrew Goldsworthy; take a look at our 
outdoor art work below!

During forest time yesterday, we enjoyed exploring the 
numbers 6, 7 and 8 using natural resources to learn more 
about number composition. 



Don’t forget to book your school meals in advance via your school grid account 
before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

Ordering of school meals
We kindly ask that ALL parents and carers 
order their child’s school lunch every day – 
this can be done in advance if preferred.
Thank you for your support.

Weekly House Point Tally

64

101

56

This week we have been learning:
Mighty to Serve

Kids Worship: Mighty To Save

Next week we are learning:
‘He calls me Friend’

CityAlight - He Calls Me Friend (Live)

Click the link above to find the lyrics & 
music

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM


16th – 20th March 2026

Hedgehogs  95%

Foxes   95%

Whole School  97%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   99%



In Design and Technology, Owls have been learning about 
preparing food. This week we have begun to design fruit 
salad recipes. Together we brainstormed a vast number of 
different fruits. Then, on whiteboards, we wrote a list of our 
favourite fruits which we would like in our salad and also a 
list of fruits we are not so keen on. We then moved around 
the room discussing our lists with lots of our friends. This 
helped us to work out which other children we would like 
to design our perfect fruit salad with.
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Home - St Leonards COFE First 
School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Spring term 

Thursday 26th March Youth Net Workshops – all classes

Friday 27th March – 9.15am
Easter Church Service everyone invited to join us in the 
village hall School closes at 1.30pm

Monday 30th – Friday 10th April Easter holidays

Monday 13th April Back to School

Friday 1st May @2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Thursday 7th & Friday 8th May Foxes @ Laches Wood

Friday 22nd May Church service – everyone welcome

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

Friday 17th July End of Year Church Service – everyone welcome

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
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