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Friday 13th March 2026

Our School Value: Forgiveness

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. Ephesians 4.32

Dear families,
The children have been working so hard this week and it is immensely rewarding to see 
everyone’s ‘love of learning,’ as I walk around classrooms, playgrounds and our school garden 
each day.
On the theme of love, a highlight of our week has been the ‘Wonderful Woman’ pop up shop on 
Wednesday. The smiles and joy on the children’s faces as they bought products was beautiful. 
Thank you to our PTA and staff for making the event possible. It really made my day to see 
how much the children enjoyed taking part in this act of kindness. We hope that everyone loves 
their gifts. Thank you for supporting the event; all funds raised will help to purchase 
experiences and resources for our children including the forthcoming Easter Egg Hunt on the 
last day of term.
If you haven’t returned a reply slip about the Church Service at St Leonard’s Church this 
Sunday at 11am but would like to attend, please let the office know today as there is a surprise 
treat for each lady. Knowledge of numbers is essential! I will be at Church on Sunday with my 
children and Mum, it would be lovely to see you there if you are free.

Each Wednesday in worship, we explore the theme of ‘Our Environment’ in hand with ‘Justice 
and Injustice in our World.’ Next week, we are lucky to be joined by Katrina who is part of the 
local litter picking team. She is going to talk to the children about the work the team do and 
how this helps to keep Dunston tidy. We already have some litter picking experts at school and 
now that the weather is drying up, we are going to re-start our lunch time litter picking team 
from Monday. The children are really looking forward to this. Our litter picking theme definitely 
links with our Naturalists Spiritual Pathway and reflections linked to nature and caring for 
creation.
Following our assembly, we are going to launch a poster competition linked to the theme of 
litter. Thank you to Mrs Briganti for this idea. The posters will be displayed around school and 
our local area to encourage everyone to look after our environment. We look forward to sharing 
more information about the competition in next week’s Friday Post.

Hope that everyone enjoys a lovely weekend ahead,
Mrs Claire Keay and the rhymical team at St Leonard’s



Nursery Places
We have a limited amount of spaces on Mon, 
Tues, Weds & Thursdays (Friday is full) if 
you wish to increase your sessions please 
speak to the office.

Hallie “Pink, it is always the colour I make cards for my mum”
Vinny “Gold, it’s a really good colour”
Jovie “Red, it’s the colour of hearts”
Alfie “All colours as they are pure & nice”

Nursery & Morning Club
We are pleased to be able to now offer 
Nursery children morning club care 
from 8am.  These sessions MUST be 
pre-booked with the school office to 
ensure correct ratios of staff.  For more 
information please contact the office. g

What colour is love?

This week, Mrs Stafford led our SEND 
focus coffee morning with a focus on 
neurodiversity. The resources which Mrs 
Stafford shared are on the shelf unit in 
the school entrance if you would like to 
take any resources/ideas.
We will be holding another coffee 
morning during the summer term; it’s an 
informal group with time to talk, share 
and problem solve together. Everyone is 
very welcome.

"Loving God, we thank you for all 
the people who have mothered us 
throughout our lives. For all who 
have held us and fed us, cared for 
us and comforted us, challenged 

and encouraged us"



Today, we have enjoyed a real treat from Mr 
Bough from Rock-it Music. The photographs 
below show the musical fun and creativity that 
we all enjoyed. The children and staff had an 
inspiring time listening to, playing and 
appreciating music and different instruments. 
What a great way to end such a creative week 
here at St Leonard’s!



Stars of the Week

‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14



Laches Wood 

A reminder to parents in years 3 & 4 that payment for their over 
night residential visit to Laches Wood is now due, payment is via 

your ParentPay account.  Staggered payments can be made.  

This Week, In DT, we have been learning about another invention. We learnt how 
concrete is used in everyday life and why we use it. We worked in small groups to 
make a structure that can hold a dictionary using just paper and tape. We had to 
decide on the best ways to reinforce the paper so that it is strong enough to bear 

weight. We were very proud of our inventions and worked especially hard as a team!



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them 

during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Thank you for supporting the PTFA Pop-up shop this week

££73
raised!



Art Club are continuing 
their work for the 
‘national drawing 

competition from Young 
Artists’  They used the 

Chromebooks to research 
Ocean Animals.



Next week, we will be making a modern day time capsule. 
Please could you bring in a photo or object (non-degradable) 

which represents 2026 to add to our capsule.



Don’t forget to book your school meals in advance via your school grid account 
before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

Ordering of school meals
We kindly ask that ALL parents and carers 
order their child’s school lunch every day – 
this can be done in advance if preferred.
Thank you for your support.

Weekly House Point Tally

122

116

166
This week we have been learning:

‘Lord I lift your name on high’
Lord I Lift Your Name on High

Next week we are learning:
Mighty to Serve

Kids Worship: Mighty To Save
Click the link above to find the lyrics & 

music

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo


9th – 13th March 2026

Hedgehogs  97%

Foxes   99%

Whole School  98%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls   96%



In Science, Owls are learning about 
materials. This week we have tested 
a range of materials to find out if 

we can change their shape by 
bending, squashing, twisting and 
stretching. Despite using all his 

strength, Elliott just couldn't bend 
the metal chair legs!

In writing, Owls have been learning how to use commas 
to separate items in a list. They did some fabulous 

paired writing on whiteboards.
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Home - St Leonards COFE First 
School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Spring term 

Sunday 15th March – 11am
Families are welcome to join the Mothers Day service at 
St Leonard’s Church - service starts at 11am

Thursday 26th March Youth Net Workshops – all classes

Friday 27th March – 9.15am
Easter Church Service everyone invited to join us
School closes at 1.30pm

Monday 30th – Friday 10th April Easter holidays

Monday 13th April Back to School

Friday 1st May @2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Thursday 7th & Friday 8th May Foxes @ Laches Wood

Friday 22nd May Church service – everyone welcome

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

Friday 17th July End of Year Church Service – everyone welcome

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
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