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Our School Value: Respect
Key Verse: So, in everything, do to others what you would have them to do you.  Matthew 7:12

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
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Friday Post

We hope that you have enjoyed a wonderful week and that the children are enjoying the 
start to their half term break. I even thought we were going to have a little more snow 
today similar to the training day back in January!

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our celebration worship at St Leonard’s Church 
on Monday morning. It was so lovely to celebrate our ‘Champions of Respect’ as a whole 
school family. Thank you to Hedgehogs, Owls and Foxes for showcasing their music, 
dance and drama. After the service, we spent some time looking at the stained-glass 
windows, altar, pulpit, font, transept and pews which the children have been exploring 
in their RE lessons. It was a really great morning.

I had the privilege to join the Staffordshire University Academies Trust Conference with 
Miss Laing and Mrs Ashwood (our Safeguarding Governor) yesterday. We heard from 
guest speakers and attended workshops which all linked to the Conference theme of 
‘Every Child, Every Chance.’ It was such an inspiring day and we have lots of ideas to 
share with staff to further enhance children’s academic, social and emotional 
development. 

Thank you also to parents for meeting class teachers to explore your child’s progress and 
development. We have received so many positive comments at Parents’ Evening and 
through our recent parental feedback form. Your support and kind words mean so much; 
we are such a lucky school.

Today, we have been busy at school for our third training day of the academic year.  We 
started the morning by reflecting as a team on the incredible learning and growth which 
has blossomed this half term. We have been exploring the words: Love, Learning and 
Flourishing. It was beautiful to listen to staff comments about the children and how they 
have been excelling. Key themes which have glistened during our conversations are: love, 
relationships, enjoyment and belonging. These foundational roots really do anchor us as 
a school and allow everyone to flourish. 

Our family ‘Big Question’ for this week is:

‘If there were no petals on a flower. Would it still be a flower?’

Wishing everyone a wonderful half term ahead and time together. 

With care, love and kindness – Claire Keay and our amazing school team



Since September we have been developing our relational and restorative approaches. Mrs 
Wood from the Virtual School joined us today for further training to support our journey. 
We are also fostering links with Littleton Green Primary which we are really excited about. 
The class chart has been amended in line with our restorative approach with a focus on 
staying on the flower and moving to the rainbow and sunshine. Children have been sharing 
ideas for rewards linked to these elements which we will introduce after the half-term 
break. Here are some of the prompts we use when resolving problems at school so that 
relationships can be restored.

Senco in school – Wednesday 25th

February
Amy Stafford will be in school 
on Wednesday 25th February – if 
anyone would like to speak to 
her please book an appointment 
through the school office.  Thank 
you.





World Book Day - Wednesday 4th March (avoiding PE day!)

On Wednesday 4th March, we are excited to announce that each class will be exploring 
the following authors:

Hedgehogs: Fairy tales (eg: Jack and the Bean Stalk, Enormous Turnip, Little Red Riding 
Hood, Cinderella)

Owls: Julia Donaldson (eg: Gruffalo, Room on a Broom, Snail and the Whale, 
Scarecrow's Wedding)

Foxes: Roald Dahl (Fantastic Mr Fox, Enormous Crocodile, Matilda, George's Marvellous 
Medicine, Witches)

We would like everyone to dress up as a character from one of the books written by their 
author. 

There's no need to spend lots of money on a costume.

We are really looking forward to lots of fun learning about different authors and our 
love of reading.

Half term Home Learning Project:
Year of Reading 2026 - Home Learning Project

Research and create a poster/leaflet/book about your class author and their books.
Everyone who brings in a project will be rewarded with a 'World Book Day' Certificate 
and everyone will be entered in to a class 'prize draw' where the lucky winner will 
receive a book linked to their author.



A reminder that children should not wear 
earrings on Thursday (PE day).

For health and safety reasons, children should 
only wear small stud earrings at school.

After School Clubs
After school clubs remain unchanged for after ½ term.  If your child no longer wishes to 
continue please email the school office and let them know.  Should any child wish to join a 
club for next term we still have places please get in touch with the office.

Monday – Chromebook Tuesday – Art & Craft
Wednesday – Choir Thursday - Basketball

Thank you for making sure that your child 
arrives at school every day with full 
uniform including a tie. This supports 
children in feeling equal to their peers. It 
also reinforces our high expectations in all 
areas of school life. 

Uniform reminders

PE uniform 
Children should be wearing black joggers, 
Teal school logo or plain t-shirt and a PE 
hoodie OR if you do not have a PE hoodie 

their school jumper or cardigan.

‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14



AI Internet Safety Session
On Monday, we held a live lesson on internet safety and how to 
stay safe online when using AI. Pupils learned simple, practical 
tips to protect themselves and use AI responsibly.

Art Project – Inspired by William Morris
As part of our Art project, the children have been learning about the work of 
William Morris. Using his patterns and designs as inspiration, they created 
their own printing blocks and experimented with repeating motifs. The pupils 
really enjoyed the creative process and produced some beautiful prints. 



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them 

during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Football





This week was fairy tale week and the children read 
the story of Red Riding Hood. We explored different 

versions of the story and the children definitely 
preferred the version when grandma was eaten! To 
finish our learning about Africa we tried different 

tropical fruits. The children particularly enjoyed the 
pomegranate seeds, especially when they splattered on 
Mr Atkins shirt! We also reminded ourselves about the 
birds we had learnt about and made some bird feeders 

using giant pine cones, lard, seeds and mealworms. 
We hung them in various locations to look after the 
birds during half term. This week was Mental Health 

Week where we though about what it means to 
belong. We repeated the mantra ‘We all belong here. 
We are important. We are kind to each other.’ We 

played lots of circle time games on this theme and will 
continue to use the mantra daily for the rest of the 

school year. Along with MH week it was also Internet 
Safety Day. Our learning was focused on AI and we 
were joined by Smarty the giant smart speaker who 

we asked lots of questions to.



Don’t forget to book your school meals in advance via your school grid account 
before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

End of the school day notes
Please note:
Children must not go to a 
parent/carer until a member of 
staff has said they can go.
We have a lot of children 
running off from parents at the 
end of the school day, children 
are the responsibility of parents 
once they have been dismissed 
by a member of staff. 
As a matter of Health & Safety 
the trim trail must not be used 
at the end of the day.
Thank you for your co-
operation

Owls New Class Mascot!
A new cuddly teddy has been very kindly
donated to Class Owls this week.  Koby has 
donated a teddy which has been made out of his 
old school jumper! The class have decided to call 
him Toby. 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


9th – 13th February 2026

Hedgehogs 92%

Foxes 96%

Whole School 95%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls 97%

Daisy

Hallie

Hudson



As part of Children's Mental Health Week, Owls took part in two different activities 
with the aim of
•Supporting belonging
•Practising turn-taking
•Developing social confidence
•Strengthening positive peer relationships
•Enjoying shared laughter and connection
•Strengthening feelings of self-worth
•Feeling heard and appreciated

Our first activity was called 'Keep a Straight Face'. Children worked with a 
partner and took turns to make the funniest faces possible. Their partner had to 
try very hard to keep a straight face!
Next, we took part in an 'Appreciation Circle'. We sat in a circle and passed 
around Toby, our soft toy. Whoever was holding the toy was invited to talk about 
a recent positive experience at school, such as what made them feel happy, safe or 
supported. The children listened very respectfully to their peers.



Home - St Leonards COFE First 
School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Spring term 

Friday 13th February Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Wednesday 25th February Senco, Amy Stafford in school

Friday 27th February @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Tuesday 10th March 
Reception children Dental Epidemiology Programme –
more info to follow

Wednesday 11th March
Coffee Morning with Amy Stafford – an informal chance 
to about Sen issues focusing on Autism

Sunday 15th March Families are welcome to join the Mothers Day service at 
St Leonard’s Church

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th

April Easter holidays

Summer term 

Monday 13th April Back to School

Friday 1st May @2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Thursday 7th & Friday 8th May Foxes @ Laches Wood – letter was sent home this week

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/








Church Eaton Cricket Club are running a Junior Winter Indoor Cricket programme at Sir 

Graham Balfour School in Stafford, starting in January, and we would be very grateful if you 

would consider sharing this opportunity with parents and pupils at your school.

The sessions are open to boys and girls aged Under 9 to Under 15, and are suitable for:

•children who already play cricket, and

•children who are completely new to the sport and would like to give it a try

Our focus is on fun, confidence, teamwork and skill development, delivered by qualified 

volunteer coaches in a safe and inclusive environment.

Key details:

•Venue: Sir Graham Balfour School (indoor sports hall)

•Dates: Mondays from 12th January to 30th March

•Cost: £60 for the full block, or £6 per session

•U8s-U12s - 6pm-7pm

•U13s - U15s - 7pm-8pm

•New players very welcome

Parents can find full details and register via our website:

👉 https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

(All bookings and payments are managed through our Pitchero system.)

We are keen to grow junior participation locally and give as many young people as 

possible the chance to get involved in cricket, particularly those who may not have played 

before.

If you are happy to share this via a newsletter, email to parents, or noticeboard, we would be 

extremely grateful.

In addition to our winter programme, we will also be running the ECB All Stars Cricket 

programme this coming summer. All Stars is a nationally recognised England & Wales 

Cricket Board initiative and is a fantastic introduction to cricket for boys and girls aged 5–8, 

focusing on fun, movement, basic skills and confidence in a safe, inclusive environment. We 

will be in touch with schools closer to the time with dates and availability, and would again 

be grateful for your support in helping us promote the programme and encourage children 

to get active and involved in cricket locally.

Thank you very much for your time and support.

Kind regards,

Matthew Burslem

Church Eaton Cricket Club

📧 Fundraising@churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

🌐 https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk/

