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Friday 9th January 2026

Our School Value: Respect
Key Verse: So, in everything, do to others what you would have them to do you.  Matthew 7:12

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Dear families,

We hope that everyone has enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and start to 2026. We would 
like to share with everyone our heartfelt best wishes for a prosperous New Year.

Although a shorter than expected week due to the snowy conditions, we have started 
2026 with an array of memorable learning since our return to school. A highlight for 
many of the children (and staff) has been exploring our school grounds during the snow 
on Tuesday. Hedgehogs’ new topic is ‘Winter’ and the weather has definitely shown us 
her winter beauty in all of its glory! The children have enjoyed winter walks to explore 
vocabulary, discuss weather and consider how nature changes during this season. 
Hedgehogs enjoyed winter snow play as well as exploring the ice which had formed in 
and around their outdoor area.

At lunchtime on Tuesday, we also enjoyed making snow sculptures on the playground. 
Even though the snow was very powdery, the children absolutely loved working together 
on their creations.

This half term, we are focusing on the value of ‘Respect.’ Children have been discussing 
how they show respect at school and at home. We have been setting ‘Respect Resolutions’ 
and we’re looking forward to awarding lots of ‘Respect’ paper chains to children during 
this half term when we see respect in action. I wonder which class can create the longest 
‘Respect’ chain.

Children have also been learning that 2026 is the Year of Reading. We are looking 
forward to launching lots of exciting reading events this year; Mrs Carrington has 
already been exploring an author visit for us to enjoy. We will continue to share our 
‘Book Snuggle’ boxes each Friday which are a great way to encourage your child to 
snuggle up with a book (and hot chocolate) so as to enjoy reading as a family. To launch 
the Year of Reading, we invite the children to enjoy a book snuggle at home today or over 
the weekend – this would definitely warm everyone up on a cold and wintry day with 
the ‘love of each other and love of reading.’ We would love to see photographs of your 
book snuggles to add to our new 2026 ‘Year of Reading’ display. Please email these to: 
office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Wishing everyone a safe and cosy weekend ahead.

Happy reading from,

Mrs Keay and staff at St Leonard’s



‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14

Big Question

Is there less sky on a snowy day?

Discuss as a family and email in your answers to share in 
next week's Friday Post!

Dear God,
Thank you for the wonders of our world.

As we look upon a wintery world, help us to look after each 
other, nature and the creatures of your garden.

Let us cherish the beauty of creation and time with loved 
ones, family and friends.

Amen

This week we have been learning:

‘I’m so blessed’

I'm So Blessed  Sing-along Kids Worship Video with Kids Choir #blessed 
#sundayschool (CAIN Cover)

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9NWmC8CnRQ
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Don’t forget to book your school meals in advance via your school grid account 
before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

Owls are learning all about portraits in art this 
term. This week we drew self-portraits and 
thought very carefully about where to place 

our facial features.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F




Monday 9th February Church service – everyone welcome

Wednesday 11th February Parents’ evening

Thursday 12th February Parents’ evening

Friday 13th February Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Friday 27th February @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms @ 2.50pm

Friday 1st May @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms @ 2.50pm

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day
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Home - St Leonards COFE 
First School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, please 
contact the office to speak to either of them.

Payment for this ½ terms 
clubs and January Ark 

invoices are now due for 
payment via your ParentPay 

accounts.
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