
Friday 30th January 2026

Our School Value: Respect
Key Verse: So, in everything, do to others what you would have them to do you.  Matthew 7:12

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Dear families,

In spite of the wet, windy and cooler weather this week, we’ve been warmed by the love 
of each other, our learning and our world. Every day, when I walk around school, it is so 
lovely to be greeted with smiles from everyone and to feel the excitement for learning and 
friendships. 

In Wednesday worship, children are really enjoying exploring 
the theme of justice and injustice in our world. This week we 
learned about endangered leopard sharks in Thailand. We 
watched a shark being released in to the ocean who will join 
seven leopard sharks who were bred last year. The programme 
has been set up to support the on-going work to protect the 
leopard shark species. We also learned about a school in the UK 
who has set up electrical recycling campaign to support the 
environment. We were fascinated to learn that 100,000 tonnes 
of electricals are thrown away each year. Items often contain 
hidden treasure such as copper, gold and lithium. Staggeringly, 
75% of the electricals thrown away could be recycled. Tablets, 
consoles, phones and anything with a plug can be recycled. 
School and Worship Council met with me today to explore how 
we can register our school as part of the ‘Electrical Recycling 
Campaign.’ We look forward to sharing more details with you.

Last week, I contacted Wolgarston School to see if there had 
been any updates following our book donations in support of 
Care Point. Mr Leonard has shared some photos of the 
children in Mafambisa with the books that were sent by our 
school. It is lovely to see how the generosity and kindness 
from St Leonard’s is supporting other children. It costs £20 a 
month to support a child in Mafambisa and School Council 
are keen to include this in their charity work alongside 
supporting Birmingham Children’s Hospital and local 
homeless charities. It is lovely to hear how much our children 
care about others. We will keep you updated via our Friday 
Post.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead, Mrs Claire Keay and our inspiring whole school 
team



School Reading Books

Thank you to everyone for returning school 
books. A reminder that there are 5 team 
tokens for every book returned. Please check 
books shelves and bedrooms for school 
books. 

Uniform Policy Ear-ring Reminder

A reminder that children should not wear 
earrings on Thursday (PE day).

For health and safety reasons, children should 
only wear small stud earrings at school.

After School Clubs
After school clubs remain unchanged for after ½ term.  If your child no longer wishes to 
continue please email the school office and let them know.  Should any child wish to join a 
club for next term we still have places please get in touch with the office.

Monday – Chromebook Tuesday – Art & Craft
Wednesday – Choir Thursday - Basketball

Parents Evening
Due to Mrs Keay and Miss Laing being at a conference the dates have been changed for this
terms parents evening, they are now running on Monday 9th & Wednesday 11th February.

Thank you for making sure that your child arrives at school 
every day with full uniform including a tie. This supports 
children in feeling equal to their peers. It also reinforces our 
high expectations in all areas of school life. 



‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them 

during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Performing Arts Bike Racing



In Art Club children designed their own 
puzzles.



Owls have completed their 
Great Fire of London 

pictures and they look 
great on the wall

Owls have been continuing to 
learn about portraits in their 
art lessons. This week they 
have been learning about Pop 
Art. They found out about 
the famous artist Andy 
Warhol who created repeated 
images of famous people and 
used lots of bright colours. 
The children were given 
photos of King Charles and 
used lots of different colours 
to create Warhol-style 
images of him.



Weekly House Point Tally

89

66

67

This week we have been learning:

‘Chain of Love’
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-

radio/articles/z6dvp4j

Next week we are learning:
‘Peace like a River’

Peace Like A River

Click the links above to find the lyrics & 
music

Don’t forget to book your school 
meals in advance via your school 

grid account before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/logi
n.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z6dvp4j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7it5W1FVtTs
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


In Art we 
have been 

creating still 
life 

drawings of 
everyday 
objects.

In English we have been 
Grammar features from 
a modelled write based 
on our text ‘Winter’s 

child’



In PHSE we have 
been playing 
teambuilding 

games.

Dear God,

Help us to look outwards through the windows of our world to learn about 
our local environment and wider world.

Help us to look in the mirror at ourselves so that we can grow, improve and 
flourish each and every day.

Help us to go forward through the door of life with happiness, harmony and 
good health.

Amen



26th – 30th January 2026

Hedgehogs %

Foxes %

Whole School %

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls %



We followed Apollo the Swallow all 
the way on his migration to Africa. 
We have been finding out about what 
it is like there. Finding out about 
animals while listening to the music 
from the Lion King and creating 
African masks. The music has inspired 
us and we have been drumming out 
beats on an African drum and 
learning to follow the beat in music. 
Mr Atkins has been teaching us Three 
Little Birds by Bob Marley and we 
have used the instruments to add a 
reggae drum beat to the song as we 
sing it. As part of our learning about 
being safe we went on a tour of the 
school to find things that might be 
hot. We found a kettle and watched 
the steam coming out of it as it got 
hot. In science we experimented with 
warm water outside and explored 
what steam was. The children loved 
pouring the warm water on icy 
surfaces to see what happened and 
the nursery children acted out being a 
steam train.



Home - St Leonards COFE 
First School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Spring term 

Monday 9th February Church Service 9:15am – everyone welcome

Monday 9th February Parents evening – CHANGE OF DAY

Wednesday 11th February Parents evening – NO CHOIR CLUB

Friday 13th February Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Friday 27th February @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Monday 30th March – Friday 
10th April Easter holidays

Summer term 

Monday 13th April Back to School

Friday 1st May @2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Thursday 7th & Friday 8th May Foxes @ Laches Wood – letter was sent home this week

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/




Church Eaton Cricket Club are running a Junior Winter Indoor Cricket programme at Sir 

Graham Balfour School in Stafford, starting in January, and we would be very grateful if you 

would consider sharing this opportunity with parents and pupils at your school.

The sessions are open to boys and girls aged Under 9 to Under 15, and are suitable for:

•children who already play cricket, and

•children who are completely new to the sport and would like to give it a try

Our focus is on fun, confidence, teamwork and skill development, delivered by qualified 

volunteer coaches in a safe and inclusive environment.

Key details:

•Venue: Sir Graham Balfour School (indoor sports hall)

•Dates: Mondays from 12th January to 30th March

•Cost: £60 for the full block, or £6 per session

•U8s-U12s - 6pm-7pm

•U13s - U15s - 7pm-8pm

•New players very welcome

Parents can find full details and register via our website:

👉 https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

(All bookings and payments are managed through our Pitchero system.)

We are keen to grow junior participation locally and give as many young people as 

possible the chance to get involved in cricket, particularly those who may not have played 

before.

If you are happy to share this via a newsletter, email to parents, or noticeboard, we would be 

extremely grateful.

In addition to our winter programme, we will also be running the ECB All Stars Cricket 

programme this coming summer. All Stars is a nationally recognised England & Wales 

Cricket Board initiative and is a fantastic introduction to cricket for boys and girls aged 5–8, 

focusing on fun, movement, basic skills and confidence in a safe, inclusive environment. We 

will be in touch with schools closer to the time with dates and availability, and would again 

be grateful for your support in helping us promote the programme and encourage children 

to get active and involved in cricket locally.

Thank you very much for your time and support.

Kind regards,

Matthew Burslem

Church Eaton Cricket Club

📧 Fundraising@churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

🌐 https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk/



