
Friday 23rd January 2026

Our School Value: Respect
Key Verse: So, in everything, do to others what you would have them to do you.  Matthew 7:12

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Dear families,

This week really has flown by! Our school motto, ‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn,’ has 
really shone through again this week.

I’ve seen some amazing construction in Hedgehog class linked to the theme of St 
Leonard’s Church along with lots of bird spotting as part of our RSPB Garden Bird Watch 
mentioned in last week’s ‘Friday Post.’ I hope you get chance to spend time in your 
garden this weekend counting and looking at the bird life that exists in our local area. 
Use the link below to register and add your garden bird count. Big Garden Bird Watch

I also taught Owls today and they dazzled me with their music knowledge; we became 
composers using crotchet and minims to create a piece of music as a class. Similarly, 
Foxes have stunned me with their use of precise verbs and adjectives linked to their 
beautiful text, ‘The Winter’s Child!’ I can’t wait to see their stories develop.

As Headteacher of St Leonard’s C of E First School, I am passionate about providing the 
highest quality learning and enrichment for every child in hand with strong social, 
emotional and physical development for all. Continual Staff development is something 
which I also cherish so that all staff have the best quality learning just like the children 
in our care.

Over the last two weeks staff have been involved in English training and moderation led 
by SUAT; I have been fortunate to attend the half termly Headteacher meeting including 
updates from a practicing Ofsted Inspector. Myself, Mr Atkins and Mrs Jackson also 
visited the SUAT Early Years Teaching and Learning Lead at St Edward’s C of E Academy 
to observe approaches to writing, phonics, transcription and reading which we are 
implementing at St Leonard’s. Our ‘love of learning’ continues to grow and blossom in all 
areas of our school.

The children are very excited about the launch of the 2026 Year of Reading campaign. 
I’ve reminded children today about the importance of colouring their reading rocket 
every time they read so that they can be awarded reading prizes. Please do send us some 
photographs of your child/family reading to add to our whole school reading display 
(photographs of your bird watching would be very welcomed too!)

Wishing you a wonderful weekend ahead and time outdoors admiring bird life and 
nature within our world.

Mrs Claire Keay and our St Leonard’s School family



Dear God,
Help us to look outwards through the windows of our world to learn from wonders 
and mistakes which encircle our lives.
Help us to look in the mirror at ourselves so that we can reflect, learn and become 
better and better each day.
Help us to go forward through the door of life in to the wider world to make wise 
choices and to flourish forwards.
Amen

Important Reminder – Returning Books

Please check book shelves and bedrooms over the weekend and return any 
school books. There will be 5 leaf tokens for every book found and returned to 
school. Thank you to everyone for looking and returning our books which 
support every child’s reading development.



‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14



Owls have been learning about the Great Fire of London in History and are 
creating some fiery artwork to brighten up the classroom.

Watch out for the finished pieces coming soon.



Big Question

What is the most important part of a coat?

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them 

during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Dancer of the Week

Joey “the hat because it keeps me 
warm”
Esther “the zip because when closed it
keeps you warm”
Vinny “I like it when my coat is thick”

Cain “the whole coat as it makes me 
warm”
Maddox “If you don’t have a coat then 
you are cold”
Dexter “If your zip is down and someone 
grabs you, you can get out of it if you 
don’t want them to”

Topic Webs
You can find out what you child is learning
this term by visiting our school website 
https://www.st-leonards-
dunston.staffs.sch.uk/ and clicking on the 
Curriculum tab and the relevant class.

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


To mark National Handwriting Day this week, art club turned their 

names into bold, bright bubble art. The room was full of  colour, 

concentration, and a whole lot of  personality!



In English, Owls have been working in 
pairs to create compound sentences based 
around our current text, The Queen's Hat



Weekly House Point Tally

49

86

65

This week we are learning:
‘Our God is a great big God’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0K3TUF
FpmhA

Next week we are been learning:

‘Chain of Love’
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-

radio/articles/z6dvp4j

Click the link above to find the lyrics & 
music

Don’t forget to book your school 
meals in advance via your school 

grid account before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/logi
n.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0K3TUFFpmhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0K3TUFFpmhA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z6dvp4j
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


Swimming – Class Foxes
Thank you to those who have returned their reply allowing 
their children to wear googles once they start swimming.  
Our latest update from the swimming pool is that:
‘the custom-made heat exchanger we are waiting for is still 
in production. We anticipate that it will be installed before 
the end of January. Once fitted, we will need time to bring 
the pool back up to the required temperature before 
reopening.’
As soon as we hear anything else we will update you.

Foxes enjoyed looking at a range of animal 
pictures and discussing what they noticed. 
Together, they explored how many different 

ways they could sort the animals into 
groups. The children learned about several 

classification categories, including 
vertebrates and invertebrates, as well as 

mammals, amphibians, reptiles, fish, birds 
and insects. It was a great opportunity for 
them to develop their scientific vocabulary 

and reasoning skills. 

Well done to Oak!
Last terms team winners, your 
captains have chosen a special 
extra games session with Mr H 
next week!

Wanted!
Our supply of spare pants, socks, 
black joggers/leggings have nearly 
all gone – we welcome donations of 
any sizes aged 3 – 7.



19th – 23rd January 2026

Hedgehogs 95%

Foxes 98%

Whole School 97%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.

Owls 98%



We have been bird 
spotting!

Building churches

Hunting for
mini beasts

Looking at maps

In Maths we 
have been using 

the scales to 
talk about 

weight.



Home - St Leonards COFE 
First School

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Spring term 

Monday 9th February Church Service 9:15am – everyone welcome

Wednesday 11th February Parents evening – more info to follow – NO CHOIR CLUB

Thursday 12th February Parents evening – more info to follow

Friday 13th February Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Friday 27th February @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Monday 30th March – Friday 
10th April Easter holidays

Summer term 

Monday 13th April Back to School

Friday 1st May @2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms 

Thursday 7th & Friday 8th May Foxes @ Laches Wood – letter was sent home this week

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Church Eaton Cricket Club are running a Junior Winter Indoor Cricket programme at Sir 

Graham Balfour School in Stafford, starting in January, and we would be very grateful if you 

would consider sharing this opportunity with parents and pupils at your school.

The sessions are open to boys and girls aged Under 9 to Under 15, and are suitable for:

•children who already play cricket, and

•children who are completely new to the sport and would like to give it a try

Our focus is on fun, confidence, teamwork and skill development, delivered by qualified 

volunteer coaches in a safe and inclusive environment.

Key details:

•Venue: Sir Graham Balfour School (indoor sports hall)

•Dates: Mondays from 12th January to 30th March

•Cost: £60 for the full block, or £6 per session

•U8s-U12s - 6pm-7pm

•U13s - U15s - 7pm-8pm

•New players very welcome

Parents can find full details and register via our website:

👉 https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

(All bookings and payments are managed through our Pitchero system.)

We are keen to grow junior participation locally and give as many young people as 

possible the chance to get involved in cricket, particularly those who may not have played 

before.

If you are happy to share this via a newsletter, email to parents, or noticeboard, we would be 

extremely grateful.

In addition to our winter programme, we will also be running the ECB All Stars Cricket 

programme this coming summer. All Stars is a nationally recognised England & Wales 

Cricket Board initiative and is a fantastic introduction to cricket for boys and girls aged 5–8, 

focusing on fun, movement, basic skills and confidence in a safe, inclusive environment. We 

will be in touch with schools closer to the time with dates and availability, and would again 

be grateful for your support in helping us promote the programme and encourage children 

to get active and involved in cricket locally.

Thank you very much for your time and support.

Kind regards,

Matthew Burslem

Church Eaton Cricket Club

📧 Fundraising@churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

🌐 https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk

https://www.churcheatoncricketclub.co.uk/





