
Friday 5th December 2025

Our School Value: Trust

Key Verse: You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. 
Isaiah 26.3

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay
St Leonard’s C.E First School & Nursery
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG
Tel: 01785 712488
Email: office@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk

Friday Post

Dear families, 

What an exciting week! The magic of Christmas has definitely arrived at St Leonard’s with the glint 
of Christmas tree lights, baubles, elves and nativity songs. We have enjoyed lighting our advent 
candle in worship each day as we journey towards 25th December.

All of the children had an amazing time at our annual whole school pantomime on Thursday. It 
really filled our hearts with laughter and enjoyment. I’m sure the cries of ‘He’s behind you,’ and ‘Oh 
no he isn’t’ spread far and wide.

Thank you to everyone for the kind donations of chocolate on Monday; we are looking forward to 
the PTA stalls and games later this afternoon. Warmest thanks also for the orange donations; the 
children have enjoyed a great morning working in their mixed year group teams to make their 
Christingles. It was lovely to see all of the kindness and trust as the children from Hedgehog, Owls 
and Foxes worked together to make their very own Christingles. Everyone will bring home their 
Christingle this afternoon for you to light together at home as a family. The Christingle is a symbol 
of light and hope for this Christmas and beyond.

It was great to meet School Council and Worship Council last week; the children had some great 
ideas. It was rewarding to spend time reflecting and suggesting ideas to support everyone as we 
‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn’ together. School and Worship Council are keen to make links with 
and support local homeless charities, foodbanks and Birmingham Children’s Hospital. The children 
would like to learn more about charity work and how they can help others especially those in 
poverty or need. School and Worship council would also like to write monthly updates for the Friday 
Post which we are looking forward to.

On Wednesday, ‘Wonders of the World’ club helped me to find holly, ivy, laurel and pine leaves in 
our garden which we will add to our advent wreath.

This week, I was lucky enough to meet Wendy who leads worship at St Leonard’s Church. We are 
inviting families to join us on Sunday 21st December for a special carol service at Church from 11am. 
Wendy has written the service especially for us; it will include 5 carols and readings including 
favourites such as ‘O Come, all ye Faithful’, ‘While Shepherd’s Watched’ and ‘O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.’ A letter will be coming home on Monday with more details and we are looking forward 
to sharing our singing and prayers written by the children. It will be a lovely for St Leonard’s C of E 
First School to join the local church community here at Dunston for a very memorable carol concert 
just before Christmas. We look forward to seeing you there.

Here’s to a joyful weekend ahead and we look forward to lighting our second advent wreath candle 
on Monday.

With best wishes from Mrs Keay and the team at St Leonard’s



Nativity Refreshments 
Tuesday 16th December 

9.30am & 1pm
We are looking for some willing 
volunteers to help serve 
refreshments before the 
Christmas Nativity on Tuesday 
16th December.  If you are able 
to help please contact the 
office.  Thank you.

PTFA Film Night
Friday 12th December 2025
Volunteers are needed to lend a hand at the Children’s film night.  
If you can help supervise the children and hand out snacks then 
please let Stacey or Laura know.  Alternatively you can email the 
PTFA on: ptfa@st-leonards-Dunston.staffs.sch.uk.

Christmas Post
The St Leonard’s 

children’s 
Christmas post 

box is now in the 
entrance hall. 

Please make sure 
the recipients 

name & class is 
on the envelope!
Last post: Friday 
19th December at 

9am.

Nativity seats
If you haven’t already 
done so, please hand in 
your requests for seats for 
the Nativity plays on 
Monday – only then can 
we work out how many 
seats we have available to 
allocate all the extra 
requests.  Thank you

Wear your Christmas Jumpers – Friday 12th

December
Children can come to school wearing their 
Christmas jumpers with their school 
trousers/skirts on Monday to help raise 
awareness of ‘Birmingham Children’s Hospital’ 
and the wonderful things they do to help even 
some of our children here in school.. Please 
click the link below to find out more 
information: 
https://www.bch.org.uk/pages/category/christ
mas-jumper

https://www.bch.org.uk/pages/category/christmas-jumper


‘Let all that you do, be done in love’ 1 Corinthians 16:14





ParentPay balances
Current items outstanding for 
payment are:
• December Ark invoices
• December Nursery invoices
• Before School fees
• Pantomime 
• Nativity seats
Please clear your balances asap.  
Thank you

It was lovely to see 
so many parents & 

grandparents 
attending the 

Parent Read with 
Me session last 

week.



Children had a fabulous time 
watching the travelling 

pantomime ‘Rick 
Whittington’ yesterday.



Friday 19th December 2025
School closes at 1.30pm on Friday 19th December.
All children must be collected - there is no Ark 

available.

Big Question
If we didn’t have CHRISTmas how might 

things be different for you?

Lucas “It means that God the father was born, so it would mean that we wouldn’t 
celebrate Christmas”
Olivia “ If we didn’t have Christmas it would mean we wouldn’t have presents but we 
could celebrate the cold, snow and no leaves on the trees”
Pippa “If we didn’t celebrate Christmas it would mean that Jesus wouldn’t have been 
born”
George “We wouldn’t have presents as they represent the gifts given to Jesus”
Richard “We wouldn’t have a Christmas tree if we didn’t celebrate Christmas”

CURRENT NURSERY PARENTS - Reception 2026

If your will turn 5 after 1st September 2026 then you will need to apply online 
for a place in our Reception class, no later than 15th January 2026.  
Applications should be made directly through ‘Staffordshire’s On-line 
Application System’ at: Citizen Portal - Sign in

Please note: children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to apply 
for a reception place.

If you know of anyone who is looking for a reception place, then please ask 
them to give the office a call and book and appointment to look around our 

school with Mrs Keay.

https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1q8z3b4*_ga*NjgwNDIwMTgxLjE3NTE4MTY3MDA.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*czE3NjIwNzIxOTMkbzEzJGcxJHQxNzYyMDcyMjE3JGozNiRsMCRoMA..


Weekly House Point Tally

71

This week we learnt
‘It was on a Starry Night’

It was on a Starry Night
Next week we are learning:

‘Silent Night’
The story of 'Silent Night' - BBC Teach

Click the link above to find the lyrics & 
music

129

103

Our Safeguarding Team

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg 
swimming, football, dance, Beavers or Brownies etc please send them into school & 

we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday.

Swimming Cub badges

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeRrAzapOQ0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zrjpxbk


Decorating
the

Christmas 
Tree



Making our Christingles
A Christingle is a symbolic object used in 

Christian services, particularly during 
Advent and Christmas, to represent 
Christ as the light of the world. It 

consists of an orange with a candle on 
top, a red ribbon, and four sticks with 
sweets or fruit. Each component has a 
meaning: the orange is the world, the 
red ribbon represents Jesus's love, the 
sweets are the gifts of God, and the 

candle is the light of Christ. 



1st – 5th December 2025

Hedgehogs 89%

Owls 96%

Foxes 98%

Whole School 94%

The national target for attendance, as set out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Impact of lateness over a school year:
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable learning time 
and it can contribute to them becoming anxious 

when they enter the classroom late.

Holiday forms must be handed 
into the office – these are 

available in the entrance hall.

Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, holidays will be 

counted as unauthorised 
absence.



Don’t forget to book your school 
meals in advance via your school 

grid account before 8am.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/lo
gin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

Wednesday 17th December 
2025

Don’t forget to book your child’s 
special Christmas meal via your 

SchoolGrid account.

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


Wednesday 10th December Year 4 – Forest School

Thursday 11th December Rec-to Yr4 Flu immunisations – more info to follow

Friday 12th December Save the Children wear your Christmas Jumpers

Friday 12th December PTFA Film Night – more info to follow

Tuesday 16th December Whole school Nativity Play – 9.30am & 2pm

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner Day – wear your Christmas Jumpers

Friday 19th December School closes at 1.30pm

Monday 5th January Inset Day – School closed to pupils

Tuesday 6th January Welcome back to school!

Friday 13th February Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Friday 27th February @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms @ 2.50pm

Friday 1st May @ 2.50pm Parents ‘Read with Me’ in classrooms @ 2.50pm

Monday 1st June Inset Day – school closed to pupils

Thursday 18th June Sports Day

Thursday 25th June Reserve Sports Day

Please see the dates above for Forest School sessions.
Children should arrive at school in clothing suitable for getting 
muddy on their Forest school day.  Please also send your child 

with a sun hat/ waterproof clothing depending on the weather, a 
coat & wellies are a MUST! Please make sure all items are named.

Home - St Leonards COFE 
First School

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


PTFA Film Night – Friday 12th December 2025
Muppets Christmas Carol – Rated U

Children are invited to a film night on Friday 12th December from 3:10pm.  The cost 
will be £5 per child and will include popcorn and a drink. This is a fundraising event 
to raise funds for the children’s Christmas present this year.  The event will be run by 
PTFA and school staff, however, if you are available to help on the evening please let 
us know.

If your child is in Nursery and attends all day on a Friday, then they are welcome to 
join in.

Choir Club will be running for those that have already paid for it, if your child would 
prefer to watch the film then please just pay £1.20.

There will be no Ark available on this evening but care will be given until the usual 
5pm within the £5 cost.

Pick up will be promptly at 5pm.

Please enclose your payment of £5, exact change required, in an envelope with your 
child’s name on the outside marked ‘FILM NIGHT’ OR you can pay directly to the PTFA 
bank account using the following link:  https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/.

Please return by Monday 8th December 2025.

Kind regards,
Mrs C Keay
----------------- ---------------------------------- --------------------------------------- -----------

PTFA Film night – Friday 12th December 2025

My child: ……………………………………………………………………. Class:………………………….

I am available to help supervise:  YES  /  NO

The person responsible for collecting my child at 5pm is:

…………………………………………………………………….

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………….



Please note: Miss Tina 
is not leaving us!


