
Friday Post 

Our School Value: Thankfulness 
Friday 24th October 2025 

Key Verse: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one that this; to lay down ones life for one’s friends. John 15:12-13   

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

Our final four days of this half term have flown by. The children have continued to flourish during every 
part of our school day. I continue to visit classrooms regularly during the week and I am astounded by the 
children’s enthusiasm for learning. This week, I have seen some great name writing and vegetable collage 
work in Hedgehog class. Every time I visit Owls, I am so proud of how the children are listening and 
focusing on their learning; I saw some great addition and subtraction fact family calculations yesterday. Not 
forgetting, the amazing Anderson Shelters which Foxes have made this week; the quality of the final 
products was exceptional. Huge congratulations to everyone for a half term of curiosity, wonder and deep 
learning. 
 
Thank you to everyone for joining us at Parents' Evening this week. As a school, we 
cherish working in partnership with you to enhance your child’s learning. Our teachers 
really appreciate your support and are always here to catch up or answer any questions 
you have. Please do speak to us at anytime to celebrate, ask questions or check-in during 
the term ahead; we are always here for you and your children. 
 
We are so proud of our cross-country runners from Foxes class who took part in the 
competition this week. The determination and camaraderie of everyone involved was 
superb. Warmest thanks to Mrs Carrington for all of the organisation behind the 
scenes and attending the exciting event to support our children and our school. Thank 
you to parents for transportation and support at the event. 
 
I think everyone would agree that the highlight of the week has been our Champion 
of Thankfulness Church Service today. Thank you to the children for celebrating this 
half term’s award winners; we are so proud of how everyone has shown our value of 
being thankful in everything we do. The children really enjoyed having an audience so that they could share 
their inspiring art work, prayers, singing, poetry and dance. It was wonderful to celebrate the wonders of 
God’s creations, Harvest and Autumn as a whole school family together. I’m so proud of all of the children; 
together they really made this morning’s worship a day to remember. 
 
We are so lucky to be part of such a kind and inspirational school and church community where everyone 
shares their thankfulness with such warmth. As a school, we thank the children for their love of learning 
and kindness. Your children are amazing. Thank you sincerely for the care, love and kindness that you give 
to your children every second of every day as this ensures that your child/children have the confidence to 
thrive and flourish more than they ever dreamed possible. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful half term ahead with lots of fun, rest and enjoyment (not forgetting some 
book snuggle times). We are looking forward to our next chapter and learning journeys at St. Leonard’s. 
 
Happy half term ahead, Claire Keay 



Let all that you do, be done in love’  1 Corinthians 16:14 

Autumn Inspired Poetry  

Thank you to 'Our Wonderful World' lunch time club 
who generated a range of autumn inspired vocabulary 

together. Mrs Keay used this to create the Autumn 
themed poem which Owls class performed during our 

Church Worship on Thursday.  
 

Autumn leaves, burgundy, rusty orange, crimson. 
Unexpected gifts of nature falling from sleepy trees. 

Tasty acorns, crunch conkers, spiky chestnuts, twirling 
helicopter seeds. 

Unusual weather, heatless sun, fading fog, 
intermittent ice. 

Mammals hibernate, hedgehogs hide, squirrels scuttle, 
swallows migrate. 

Nature prepares to rest while winter awakes. 

 



Dear God 

Thank you for our families and all the love and care we share each day. 

Thank you for our friends and all of the fun and laughter we share at our school. 

Thank you for our school family where we ‘learn to love and love to learn together’ 

Thank you for everyone who helps us to grow and flourish. 

Amen 

  

Dear God, 

Thank you for our world – our oceans, our land, our sky, our stars. 

Thank you for the sun which warms us and helps our harvest food to grow. 

Thank you for our fruits and vegetables, our crops and our farms. 

Thank you to our farmers whose care for our world nourishes us. 

Thank you for our Harvest time and the growth and wonders of our world. 

Amen 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

On Tuesday afternoon we celebrated Black History Month, which takes place every October in 
the UK. Following a whole-school introduction, we went back into classes and each class 
researched an inspirational person from history. Hedgehogs found out about Rosa Parkes, 

Owls learned all about Mary Seacole and Foxes found out about Martin Luther-King. 

We then got back together in the hall to share what we had learned through drama, song 
and fact sharing. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


Collage art work from Hedgehog Class  

Learning Shared at Our Celebration of 
Thankfulness Worship 

Foxes – Forest School Clay Creations 





Well Done Everyone! 

 

School Attendance 20th - 23rd October 2025 

Hedgehogs        93% 

Owls      94% 

Foxes         98% 

Whole School  95% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time 
holidays. 

Impact of lateness over a school year: 
 

5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 

becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

 

EARRINGS 

A reminder that earrings must 
only be small studs for school 
please, and these MUST be re-
moved for PE on Thursdays.  

Thank you for your co-operation 

 

PE KITS 

After half term PE will continue for the whole school on Thursdays.  
Please make sure your child is wearing black joggers/shorts, t-shirt and 
a PE hoodie - if your child does not have a PE hoodie then they should 
wear their school jumper, NO jumpers/bottoms with logos.  Thank you 

 

63 

92 

53 



 

Children in Foxes have designed and created their 
own ‘WW2 Anderson Shelters’  



Owls have been finding out about 
the abstract artist Jackson Pollock, 

who was famous for his ‘drip paintings’ in which he 
often used dark, dull shades of colour. We practised 
mixing black paint with a range of colours to make 

them darker and then used these dark shades to create 
our own drip paintings. We also used Purple Mash to 

create pictures in the style of Jackson Pollock. 



We have continued to use the story 
of the enormous turnip to inspire 

our learning.  The children created 
vegetables in the creative area to 
show at our celebration service at 
church and to create a display of 

the story in class. We thought 
about straight lines in maths with 
the children in nursery and this 

helped us plant some garlic to grow 
in our raised bed. The children are 
excited about watching them grow 
and making garlic bread when we 

harvest them. All of the adults have 
been pleased by how the children 
have been inspired to make their 
own books and use their mark 
making and writing skills. The 

children in reception have shown 
confidence in using their new-found 

phonics knowledge and skills to 
write labels and captions. 



Art Club celebrated Diwali this week by creating their own 
Rangoli patterns & Diwali candles 



Don’t forget to book  your school 
meals via your School Grid account 

before 8am. 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?

ReturnUrl=%2F 

No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school 
with allergies please do not send any 

products containing nuts into school for break or 
lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

Don’t forget to keep up to date by following us on ..  

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Please see the dates above for Forest School sessions. 

Children should arrive at school in clothing suitable for getting muddy on their Forest 
school day.  Please also send your child with a sun hat/ waterproof clothing depending on 

the weather, a coat & wellies are a MUST! Please make sure all items are named. 

Monday 27th October Half Term 

Tuesday 4th November Foxes Learn with Me Maths workshop & meet Mrs Keay 

Wednesday 5th November Forest School - Nursery 

Friday 7th November Wear Odd Socks for Anti-Bullying Day 

Monday 10th November Whole school trip to Wolseley Wildlife 

Wednesday 12th November Forest School - Reception 

Thursday 13th November Wear yellow/spots with your PE Kit for Children in Need 

Friday 14th November Year 2 'Writing with Me' and meet Mrs Keay  

Wednesday 19th November Forest School - Year 1 

Friday 28th November Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Monday 1st December Chocolate donation in ex-change for non-uniform 

Friday 5th December Christmas Tree light switch on & Carols @ 2:45pm 

Friday 12th December Save the Children wear your Christmas Jumpers 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner Day! 

Friday 27th February Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Friday 1st May Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Thursday 18th June 2026 Sports Day  

Thursday 25th June 2026 Reserve Sports Day 

  

  

  

  

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/








Please click the link below for more information. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/








Staffordshire wildlife Trust provide free outdoor sessions to families 
registered with Aiming High all over the country. 


