1 Friday Post
Friday 24th October 2025
a2 Our School Value: Thankfulness

Dynston

Key Verse: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one that this; to lay down ones life for one’s friends. John 15:12-13

Our final four days of this half term have flown by. The children have continued to flourish during every
part of our school day. I continue to visit classrooms regularly during the week and I am astounded by the
children’s enthusiasm for learning. This week, I have seen some great name writing and vegetable collage
work in Hedgehog class. Every time I visit Owls, I am so proud of how the children are listening and
focusing on their learning; I saw some great addition and subtraction fact family calculations yesterday. Not
forgetting, the amazing Anderson Shelters which Foxes have made this week; the quality of the final
products was exceptional. Huge congratulations to everyone for a half term of curiosity, wonder and deep
learning.

Thank you to everyone for joining us at Parents' Evening this week. As a school, we
cherish working in partnership with you to enhance your child’s learning. Our teachers
really appreciate your support and are always here to catch up or answer any questions
you have. Please do speak to us at anytime to celebrate, ask questions or check-in during
the term ahead; we are always here for you and your children.

We are so proud of our cross-country runners from Foxes class who took part in the
competition this week. The determination and camaraderie of everyone involved was
superb. Warmest thanks to Mrs Carrington for all of the organisation behind the
scenes and attending the exciting event to support our children and our school. Thank =
you to parents for transportation and support at the event.

I think everyone would agree that the highlight of the week has been our Champion
of Thankfulness Church Service today. Thank you to the children for celebrating this
half term’s award winners; we are so proud of how everyone has shown our value of
being thankful in everything we do. The children really enjoyed having an audience so that they could share
their inspiring art work, prayers, singing, poetry and dance. It was wonderful to celebrate the wonders of
God'’s creations, Harvest and Autumn as a whole school family together. I'm so proud of all of the children;
together they really made this morning’s worship a day to remember.

We are so lucky to be part of such a kind and inspirational school and church community where everyone
shares their thankfulness with such warmth. As a school, we thank the children for their love of learning
and kindness. Your children are amazing. Thank you sincerely for the care, love and kindness that you give
to your children every second of every day as this ensures that your child/children have the confidence to
thrive and flourish more than they ever dreamed possible.

Wishing everyone a wonderful half term ahead with lots of fun, rest and enjoyment (not forgetting some
book snuggle times). We are looking forward to our next chapter and learning journeys at St. Leonard'’s.

Happy half term ahead, Claire Keay
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Autumn Inspired Poetry

Thank you to 'Our Wonderful World' lunch time club
who generated a range of autumn inspired vocabulary
together. Mrs Keay used this to create the Autumn
themed poem which Owls class performed during our
Church Worship on Thursday.

Autumn leaves, burgundy, rusty orange, crimson.
Unexpected gifts of nature falling from sleepy trees.
Tasty acorns, crunch conkers, spiky chestnuts, twirling

helicopter seeds.
Unusual weather, heatless sun, fading fog,
intermittent ice.
Mammals hibernate, hedgehogs hide, squirrels scuttle,
swallows migrate.
Nature prepares to rest while winter awakes.

Let all that you do, be done in love’ 7 Corinthians 16:14




Dear God
for our families and all the love and care we share each day.

riends and all of the fun and laughter we share at our school.

ool family where we ‘learn to love and love to learn together’

,";"’» ‘our Harvest time and the growth and wonders of our world.

Amen

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words

500 Words is open for - BoE <
entries! 00

)|W0RDS

On Tuesday afternoon we celebrated Black History Month, which takes place every October in
the UK. Following a whole-school introduction, we went back into classes and each class
researched an inspirational person from history. Hedgehogs found out about Rosa Parkes,

Owls learned all about Mary Seacole and Foxes found out about Martin Luther-King.

We then got back together in the hall to share what we had learned through drama, song
and fact sharing.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words

Learning Shared at Our Celebration of
Thankfulness Worship
Foxes — Forest School Clay Creations
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School Attendance 20th - 23rd October 2025

0
Hedgehogs 93% Whole School 95%
Owls 94%
The National target for attendance, as set
Foxes 089% out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time
holidays.

Impact of lateness over a school year: {\ VIP Education

5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent
15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent
Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them

becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late.

A reminder that earrings must

only be small studs for school D{I@]Uy b 4 92

EARRINGS wwhlg Houg Point Tﬂug

please, and these MUST be re-
moved for PE on Thursdays. @@k 53

Thank you for your co-operation

PE KITS

After half term PE will continue for the whole school on Thursdays.
Please make sure your child is wearing black joggers/shorts, t-shirt and
a PE hoodie - if your child does not have a PE hoodie then they should
wear their school jumper, NO jumpers/bottoms with logos. Thank you




Children in Foxes have designed and created their
own ‘WW2 Anderson Shelters’




Owls have been finding out about

the abstract artist Jackson Pollock,
who was famous for his ‘drip paintings’ in which he
often used dark, dull shades of colour. We practised
mixing black paint with a range of colours to make
them darker and then used these dark shades to create |-
our own drip paintings. We also used Purple Mash to ’

create pictures in the style of Jackson Pollock.




We have continued to use the story
of the enormous turnip to inspire
our learning. The children created
vegetables in the creative area to
show at our celebration service at
church and to create a display of
the story in class. We thought
about straight lines in maths with
the children in nursery and this
helped us plant some garlic to grow
in our raised bed. The children are
excited about watching them grow
and making garlic bread when we
harvest them. All of the adults have
been pleased by how the children
have been inspired to make their
own books and use their mark
making and writing skills. The
children in reception have shown
confidence in using their new-found
phonics knowledge and skills to
write labels and captions.



Art Club celebrated Diwali this week by creating their own
Rangoli patterns & Diwali candles




Don't forget to book your school
meals via your School Grid account

https://app.schoolqgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?
ReturnUrl=%2F

No nuts please

Please note due to children in school

with allergies please do not send any
products containing nuts into school for break or
lunch times. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Our Safeguarding Team
Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you,
please contact the office to speak to either of them.



https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F

DATES TO CTEMEMCER

Monday 27th October Half Term

Tuesday 4th November Foxes Learn with Me Maths workshop & meet Mrs Keay
Wednesday 5th November Forest School - Nursery

Friday 7th November Wear Odd Socks for Anti-Bullying Day

Monday 10th November Whole school trip to Wolseley Wildlife

Wednesday 12th November Forest School - Reception

Thursday 13th November Wear yellow/spots with your PE Kit for Children in Need
Friday 14th November Year 2 'Writing with Me' and meet Mrs Keay

Wednesday 19th November Forest School - Year 1

Friday 28th November Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm

Monday 1st December Chocolate donation in ex-change for non-uniform

Friday 5th December Christmas Tree light switch on & Carols @ 2:45pm
Friday 12th December Save the Children wear your Christmas Jumpers

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner Day!

Friday 27th February Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm
Friday 1st May Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm
Thursday 18th June 2026 Sports Day

Thursday 25th June 2026 Reserve Sports Day

Please see the dates above for Forest School sessions.

Children should arrive at school in clothing suitable for getting muddy on their Forest
FOREST school day. Please also send your child with a sun hat/ waterproof clothing depending on
SCHOOL the weather, a coat & wellies are a MUST! Please make sure all items are named.

Don't forget to keep up to date by following us on ..
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|
1
|

St Leonards First School https://www.st-leonards-
& Nursery dunston.staffs.sch.uk/

|
|
|
|
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:
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https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/

Holiday

Crash Courses f‘r '
available!

Learn to Swim in Staffordshlre thls October Half Term!

Dear Parents,
Check out our Private Lessons this October Half Term!

Book directly with your local leisure centre.

Stafford Leisure Centre — call to book on 01785 619500

3 Day 121 Crash Courses (Monday, Wednesday & Thursday)
%am, 9:30am, 10am or 10:30am
£60.12 for the 3 days

1 off 121 Lesson

Monday 27 October

%am, 9:30am, 10am or 10:30am
£20.04 per session

Stone Leisure Centre — call to book on 01785 334855

Crash Course Private Lessons
Monday 27 - Friday 31 October
1:30pm, 2pm or 2:30pm
£100.20 for 5 lessons

Best regards,

Megan Brier
Area Swim Manager - Derbyshire Dales, Stafford & Stone

megan.brier@freedom-leisure.co.uk | www.freedom-leisure.co.uk
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WIDNPARTY

It's Halloween Time
We're Having a Bash
Wear Your Best Costume
To Our Fun Monster Mash

Food: A collection of
Spooktacular kids foods for
you 10 enjoy

Entertainment: Dance to
our favourite tunes and
ring the party vibes.

Frightful Decorations:
Hauntingly good decor for o
spooky celebration

Photobooth: Enjoy capturin
memories with éur creepy 9 ADULTS

props. FREE




October Half Term ‘il/

Staffordshire

The Wolseley Centre wildlife Trust
Wolseley Bridge, Stafford,
ST17 OWT

Wildlings- Discover, explore, and play outdoors!
Halloween Wildlings  Monday 27 October, 10.30am - 12pm
Afternoon Wildlings Tuesday 28 October, 1.30pm - 3pm V

£6.50 per child. £3.50 per additional siblings. Suitable for ages 6 months - 5 years.

Wildfamilies- Outdoor fun for the family

N\
Autumn Explorers Monday 27 October, 11am - 12.30pm piring
Wild Survival * Tuesday 28 October, 10am - 12pm vigh
Dark Skies * Tuesday 28 October, 6pm - 7.30pm

Lantern Workshop Friday 31 October, 10am - 12pm

£7.50 per child and £4.50 for additional siblings. Suitable for all ages.
*This is an Aiming High integrated session - visit the Staffordshire Connects website for more
information and to book a free SEND space.

Mildfamilies Spooktacular- crafts, activities, and outdoor fun!

Wednesday 29 October, 1 - 4pm
£10 per child and £7 adult. Suitable for all ages.

Wildlife Watch Group- Environmental Action Club

20 year celebration Saturday 1 November, 10am - 12pm

£1 per child. Activities aimed at a broad range of ages, most appropriate for 5-13.

more information and to book a free SEND space.

( ( )) *This is an Aiming High integrated session - visit the Staffordshire Connects website for

Tree of Life Wreath Workshop

Friday 31 October, 1.30pm - 4pm |
Weave a natural wreath and decorate it with a macramé tree of life. £10, for ages 10+.




Please click the link below for more information.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

UK Health
Security
Agency

Should | keep my

child off
school?

Yes

Chickenpox

Until...

at least 5 days from the onset of the rash and
until all blisters have crusted over

Diarrhoea and Vomiting 48 hours after their last episode

Cald and Fludike Blness they no longer have a high temperature and

feel well enough to attend. Follow the national P A
Oncluding COVID-19) guidance if they've tested positive for COVID-19. _"," \ A -
; their sores have crusted and healed, or 48 hours '
; after they started antiblotics
Measles 4 days after the rash first appeared
Mumps 5 days after the swelling started
Scabies they've had their first treatment
: Scarlet Fever 24 hours after they started taking antibiotics
§ Whooping Cough 48 hours after they started taking antibiotics
i
. No
§
¢ butmake sure you let their school or nursery
3 know about...
e e R Advice and guidance

To find out more, search for
Head lice Tonsillitis health protection in schools
or scan the QR code or visit
https://qrco.de/minfec.

Threadworms Slapped cheek

© Coeny capydge 2001 .9


https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Staffordshire

County Council

Scan or click the link here,
for more information
on support. p




BE TR NaUh el Tolhogh, our Wakolp Wed sy §utthes SMpaaes and aguis porerts, COers ond osucuien with the Confisede ond procticdr thils 1o Bo ok 16 haee Wormed o8] ogu-appeopais
Cofesriations with chiaren abaun cnline safecy, marsal rechih and weltbeing and climane chongs Formeddy deliversd by National Onins Satety, s Guides Now O3d1ees wder topics and thames
Far further guides, hints ond tige, pleass vist nobonoicoflege com.

Y N \V!hat Parents & Educators Need to Know about

+~ FORTNITE

With over ES0 rmillion registered users, Fortnite remcins one of the meat played and discussed online
' gomes globolly. Xnown for Its vibront graphios, fost-poced gamoeplay, and cultural crossovers with
THE R'SKS? ‘ overything from music artists to superhero fronchises, the goms continues 1o capture the attention of
young pecple, This guide outfines the risks trusted adulta need to know about, inciuding game

updates, ond offors proctical safety tips to holp oddress them. \

ALWAYS ONUNE (35 ) | crosspLavAND (@)
There s No Sngle-phed oliine mede in h ' ' \ pARTY CRAT
Fortrite; It can only be piayed snine. imemet

occuns can semetimas be on ksue when you're Do Fortnite & populcr with mary gomees of warlous
Ot OV Shosst, DALN I8 31y of cennmctivity ang 0005, Crovigpiey (et Wiands to play with eoih
uEng wp dana You may fing that dedicased, othet regarcisas of mheshar they re on on Xboa,
young Fartnlte ployers ore oftes less erthusastic MoySction, Mmiends Salich o PC, white the

OUIUT Hrminy 1Thne 66 1ips Omdy = Sw0h 08 Doy ; ParTy CHOT IeaTune Ghows Thems 16 Lo K 10 e0eh
uwm-mmmm ] ::.ﬂrgmommhcupmwu
Vo 1ORguOge, nd cyBertabying

IN-GAME COSTS Ph U
R S T FREQUENT UPDATES

1 deers 16v vOrious add o) pUrehoses - P o et MIOBuC W mop
Emied-time coematic -nwmm; ‘ chank

GO Bema, and battie passes. Childran con n;o;:m_' "P‘* vhcncu
1601 grosyurdd 16 sposd Mney 40 V-Buchs - Be m«moumm:?m.bn“
In-game curmeacy - 10 avaka missing sut, try ta unlock rds belore the seawon
parficuloly ax esciaatve iterma rolole frequently. ends. Thase reguier renewals help %o hold

SR DTS iy St FTuen B Uhe #5000 for PRayars Aot Dul 0150 i YOUNg Damers
Mmhm"uummm‘om — pherey of to keap ing bock. §

whan ey re gone”. e often chonge Sematicoty.

‘a g, . Ape— . e
\ VIRTUAL VIOLENCE POP CULTURE 5
There's no ovaidieg that Fartsite (s . 8 REFERENCES - b

OLOU SHROENG Sther plopars bs olmirmte
them from she contest. That said, there's na 3 Pars of £ . ol s e

- biocd or gore. The viclence iz rerdered n o k) mmnmthm
COMOONIM SN0, And Thore 010 hequet comicol ! NG g fram T end TV shsws bho Powst
torachens 10 lighten the moad, such os Rangere and avatar: The Lost Nibendes, 3o
minigomes ond emaiss. Guna ond sther - comic bock characters Inchudng Satmaon., Other
moﬂnw 0Nl Bt ove reaksticaily o COROLIOIas with seties, ortins, ang

thon Is adviced. Post hoes Influsncens may expose chldren to maic,

= Introduced charocters and references fram oy languoge, <r ideas that are more wukabie foe

Mouro Hanohises e The WEoho: ond ok, < OMjer pudonoes

\“

Advice for Parents & Educators
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28TH - 30TH
OCTOBER

FRENCH AND
SPANISH
HALF TERM
HOLIDAY CLUB

ALL THE FUN of your usual
holiday clubs but with the added
bonus of learning a new
language in an exciting way with
all your new friends!

TYPICAL DAY:
09:00 -10.00 - Active language
10.00 -10.30 - Craft/Food Task
10.30-11.00 - Snack and play

11.00 -12.15 - Team Challenge
12.15-13.15 - Lunch Break

13.15- 14.15 -Forest School
14.15 - 14.30 -Free Play
14.30 - 15.00 -Active Learning

ST PETER'S CE PRIMARY ACADEMY
RESERVOIR ROAD
HEDNESFORD
WS12 1BE

BOOK NOW at
www. lingotot.com/cenire/south-staffordshire

Please contact Amy if you have any questions
or queries at southstaffordshire@lingotot.com
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DIFFERENT?

» Fully SEND inclusive

« Activities fo suit
everyone

« Ran by qualified
teachers with a zest
for fun




Staffordshire wildlife Trust provide free outdoor sessions to families
registered with Aiming High all over the country.

Riming High Activities S

‘m’\“g Wildlife Trust
Oct ¥ Nov  'miyl

with Staffordshire
Wildlife Trust

At The Wolseley Centre

Wildlife Watch- Autumn Seed Hunt Saturday 4 October, 10am - 12pm
Wildfamilies Halloween Wildplay Monday 27 October, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Wildfamilies Wild Survival Tuesday 28 October, 10am - 12pm
Dark Skies :}lesday 28 October, 6pm - 7.30pm
Snap, crackle & campfire Wildfamilies ednesday 29 October, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Wildlife Watch Saturday 1 November, 10am - 12pm
Weekend Wildplay Saturday 15 November, 11am-1pm
At Ladderedge Country Park, Leck ﬁ
Autumn Adventures Wildfamilies Tuesday 28 October, 10.30am - 12.30pm

Weekend Wildplay Sunday 9 November, 10.30am - 12.30pm

At Biddulph Grange Country Park, Biddulph

Halloween Wildfamilies T?esday 28 October, 10.30am - 12.30pm

At Fountains School, Burton-upon-Trent

wWildfamilies ‘ Wednesday 29 October, 11am - 1pm

At Dosthill Park, Tamuworth

Halloween Wildfamilies Tfiursday 30 October, 10.30am - 12.30pm

Booking essential via: eequ.org




