
Friday Post 

Our School Value: Thankfulness 
Friday 17th October 2025 

Key Verse: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one that this; to lay down ones life for one’s friends. John 15:12-13   

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

 
Dear families, 
 
We have enjoyed an action packed week of learning here at St Leonard's. This has ranged from imaginative play 
in Hedgehogs new outdoor 'Farm Shop;' Meerkat Mail writing in Owls and Anderson Shelter designing in Foxes. I 
am so impressed with all of the creativity and curiosity to learn more. 
Thank you to parents from Reception and Year One who have joined their children for our phonic 'Learn with Me' 
sessions. We've had so much lovely feedback and the children really enjoyed sharing their learning. We have a 
new visitor book in the entrance; please do feel free to write in here after visiting a workshop or for any other 
positive reflections. It is lovely to capture these over the school year and to share them with the children, staff and 
visitors. 
 
One of our prime aims at St Leonard's is to ensure that every child becomes a confident reader who develops a 
love of reading for life. Please continue to hear your child read at least 4 times a week. It is lovely to see children 
colouring in their reading rockets as they finish their reading books; I know the children are aiming to receive 
their first prize for reading 20 books to you. We hope the children are enjoying our 'Book Snuggle' boxes. Please do 
send us some photos of your 'Book Snuggle' times at home; there will be Headteacher awards for photos and 
journal entries. 
 
This half term, I have been accompanying teachers on visits to other SUAT schools to explore our new writing 
approach and provision in Early Years. This provides us with an opportunity to reflect on the strengths at our 
school and to consider further refinements to our practice and pedagogy. It is really exciting to be working closely 
with colleagues from our Trust. 
 
Thank you to the children who joined our 'Wonders of our World' club on Wednesday and Thursday. We enjoyed 
listening to the sounds of nature, finding objects which inspire us. We also generated vocabulary and poems linked 
to the nature which we discovered. We all had a creative and inspiring time together. If children would like to join 
the club, they will need wellies in school (Wednesday - Years 2 and 3; Thursday - Years 1 and 4). Next week, we 
will also be starting a new weekly 'outdoor learning session' with Hedgehog class where we will focus on art, 
creativity and oracy. This will take place each Thursday afternoon. 
 
In Worship, we have been continuing to reflect on our school value - thankfulness. You may want to join us in 
looking at the stars each night during the month of October. We have been encouraging children to find their 
favourite star each night and to say 'thank you' for the special things in our lives and our world. I think we are 
going to be dazzled by the wealth of thanks which we have in our hearts. Children will be coming home with a 
star template tonight, to add their ideas to over the weekend. There are 3 leaf tokens for each completed star of 
thanks. We will share some examples at our end of term 'Champion of Thankfulness' Celebration in Church next 
Thursday; we look forward to welcoming families to our celebration. 
Wishing everyone much care, love and kindness during the weekend ahead. 
 
Happy star gazing, 
Claire Keay 



Let all that you do, be done in love’  1 Corinthians 16:14 



Big Question: 
If stars could speak to us, what 
might they say? 

Jarrod “listen well” 

Freddie “If it’s the first time of speaking 
they could say hello, stars might speak to 
each other” 

Olivia “They might remind and warn us to 
be safe” 

Alfie: “They might encourage us to make the 
word a better place for example plant trees” 

Ted “Hello, or whatever they want” 

Elsie G “I think stars would tell us to be 
kind to our earth” 



 



Well Done Everyone! 

 

School Attendance 13th - 17th October 2025 

Hedgehogs        99% 

Owls      99% 

Foxes         94% 

Whole School  98% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time 
holidays. 

Impact of lateness over a school year: 
 

5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 

becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

 

Dear God, 
Thank you for our world, our stars, our family, 

our friends. 
Help us to look outwards and upwards to the 

stars above and beyond. 
Help us to care for ourselves, others and to say 

thank you for the joys we are given. Amen 



Learn to Love, Love to Learn 

Next week we are learning: 

‘Autumn Days’ 

Autumn Days When the Grass is Jewelled (singing and 

lyrics) (StF 121 / BBC Come and Praise 4)  

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

Easy fundraising 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stleonardsdunston 

Support our school at no added cost to yourself!  By registering with Easy Fundraising every time 
you order on line you could gain commission for school.  There are lots of companies registered 
including Amazon, Currys, Booking.com to name a few.  Rest assured nobody at school sees what 
you are purchasing. - please support your school community! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stleonardsdunston


 

"In Art, we’re continuing with our sketching as we practise and 
improve our drawing skills!"  

Hot seating! 

Children stepped into the shoes 
of characters from The Lion & 

the Unicorn, answering 
questions as if they were part of 

the story. 

In Science, we became detectives, 
exploring the outdoor area to find out 

which objects were magnetic! 



Please click the link below for more information. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

Owls have been continuing to find out about famous scientists and their discoveries and 
have learnt about Isaac Newton and what he found out about gravity. They enjoyed making 
paper spinners and attaching paper clips in various quantities to them. They really enjoyed 
watching them spin down to the ground and predicting which ones would reach the ground 

first.  



 

We have read the traditional tale. The Enormous Turnip. This really 
helped the Reception children learn to read the word ‘pull’. We acted 
out the story and sang a song about it. We had lots of different 
vegetables to sell in our farm shop and practiced planting bulbs. To 
finish our topic on what is special about me, we looked at our own 
fingerprints and found out that we are all unique just with our 
hands and fingers. 



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our 

Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Ballet Kickboxing Cycling Football 

Swimming Swimming Swimming 



 

  This Week’s Art & Craft Adventure: Monoprinting Magic! 

Our young artists had a blast exploring monoprinting, a fun and expressive technique. Using 
baking trays as printing plates, they layered vibrant paints, etched in unique designs, and 

pressed their creations onto paper and fabric. The result? Stunning, one-of-a-kind prints full 
of colour and personality! 



Don’t forget to book  your 
school meals via your School 

Grid account 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/

login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F 

No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school 
with allergies please do not send any 

products containing nuts into school for break or 
lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Church Service - Thursday 23rd October 

All parent/carers are welcome to join us for our Service of Thankful-
ness at St Leonard’s church on Thursday 23rd October at 9.10am 
approx.  Refreshments will be being served by members of the 
church community. 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F


 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

Don’t forget to keep up to date by following us on ..  

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Please see the dates above for Forest School sessions. 

Children should arrive at school in clothing suitable for getting muddy on their Forest 
school day.  Please also send your child with a sun hat/ waterproof clothing depending 

on the weather, a coat & wellies are a MUST! Please make sure all items are named. 

Wednesday 22nd October Forest School - Year 4 

Wednesday 22nd October Parents evening - sign up sheets are in the entrance hall 

Thursday 23rd October 
Church Celebration @ 9:10am - all parents welcome to join us 
refreshments available 

Thursday 23rd October Parents evening - sign up sheets are in the entrance hall 

Friday 24th October Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

Monday 27th October Half Term 

Monday 3rd November Year 3 & Year 4 - 'Mathematics with Me' and meet Mrs Keay  

Tuesday 4th November Year 4 Learn with Me Multiplication workshop & meet Mrs Keay 

Friday 7th November Wear Odd Socks for Anti-Bullying Day 

Monday 10th November Whole school trip to Wolseley Wildlife 

Thursday 13th November Wear yellow/spots with your PE Kit for Children in Need 

Friday 14th November Year 2 'Writing with Me' and meet Mrs Keay  

Friday 28th November Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Monday 1st December Chocolate donation in ex-change for non-uniform 

Friday 5th December Christmas Tree light switch on & Carols @ 2:45pm 

Friday 12th December Save the Children wear your Christmas Jumpers 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner Day! 

Friday 27th February Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Friday 1st May Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Thursday 18th June 2026 Sports Day  

Thursday 25th June 2026 Reserve Sports Day 

  

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/












Staffordshire wildlife Trust provide free outdoor sessions to families 
registered with Aiming High all over the country. 




