
Friday Post 

Our School Value: Thankfulness 
Friday 10th October 2025 

Key Verse: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one that this; to lay down ones life for one’s friends. John 15:12-13   

Headteacher: Mrs C Keay 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  
E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

 

I can't believe how fast the term is progressing; once again our school has been full of dazzling learning 
and enjoyment this week.  
 
Reception and Year One - Learn With Me Workshops. 
We have enjoyed our first 'Learn with Me' sessions this week. Thank you to parents for joining these (if 
you haven't signed up yet please do speak to the office). The children really enjoyed sharing their phonic 
skills during the workshops and we're looking forward to welcoming parents on Monday. There will be 
coffee, croissants and cake on arrival and time to chat with me either before or after the workshops 
whichever works better with other commitments. Please feel free to come in to school as soon as you 
have dropped your child off to enjoy our refreshments.  Future 'Learn with Me' dates are on the Diary 
Dates at the end of the newsletter. 
 

Trips, Visits and Experiences. 
Enrichment and enjoyment is hugely important to us and ensures that our curriculum at St Leonard's is 
irresistible and inspires all of our children. We are currently  developing plans for at least one 
enrichment experience per half term which will include visitors, trips and outdoor experiences in our 
school grounds or church. We look forward to sharing an overview of these with you at Parents' Evening. 
Our first whole school trip takes place on November 10th  we can't wait to share photographs of our 
science learning with you. Thank you immensely to PTA for funding the coaches for this trip which has 
reduced the cost by half.  At the workshop on Monday, I shared my values and vision for our school and 
can't wait to talk to you all about these at future workshops and events in school.  
 

My promises and vision for our whole school family are: 
*Children at the Heart of everything we do. 
*Aspiration and inspiration. 
*High academic achievement and a love of learning. 
*Every second counts and every moment matters. 
*Beauty and wonder in every classroom, corridor, playground, school garden and heartbeat of school life. 
*Nurturing emotional, creative and social growth. 
*Excellence in everything we do for the children in our care. 
 

As a result of these promises underpinned by our Christian vision and values: 
 *Every child, every family, every member of staff and friend of our community will flourish further than 
they ever dreamed possible as we 'Learn to Love and Love to Learn.' 
 

We look forward to sharing the children's books and learning with you at Parents' Evening in the last 
week of half term. 
 

Here's to a wonderful weekend ahead, Mrs Keay. 



Let all that you do, be done in love’  1 Corinthians 16:14 



Year 4 parents Penkridge Middle Open Day 

We have seen on Facebook that it is Penkridge Middle School open 
days next week.  If you wish to visit with your child, you are 
welcome to do so but please let the office know so that your 
absence can be authourised.  Thank you 

Big Question: 
If you say sorry but don’t mean it,  

does it count? 

Ted: “No, because sorry means you won’t do 
it again, if you don’t mean it you will do it 
again” 

Amelie: “It means you aren’t telling the 
truth” 

Arlo: “If you hurt someone you must say 
sorry” 

Alfie: “No, if not if you don’t mean it, that’s 
not good” 

Finley “No, if you don’t mean it, it’s not po-
lite” 

Georgie: “You say sorry to God the Father” 

Who would you nominate to be your Star of the Week? 
 

Ralph - “Dexter because he is my friend and he is kind” 

Romy - “Marcie because she lives next door and is my friend” 

Richard - “Elliott because he plays with me” 

Alicia - “Willow because she is kind” 

Miles - “Keelan because he makes pictures for me” 



 



Well Done Everyone! 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during 

our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

 

School Attendance 6th - 10th October 2025 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls      97% 

Foxes         99% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time 
holidays. 

Impact of lateness over a school year: 
 

5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 

becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

 
Dancing & Gymnastics Cubs Investiture Fishing Football 



Learn to Love, Love to Learn 

Next week we are learning: 

‘Autumn Days’ 

Autumn Days When the Grass is Jewelled (singing and 

lyrics) (StF 121 / BBC Come and Praise 4)  

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

Easy fundraising 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stleonardsdunston 

Support our school at no added cost to yourself!  By registering with Easy Fundraising every time 
you order on line you could gain commission for school.  There are lots of companies registered 
including Amazon, Currys, Booking.com to name a few.  Rest assured nobody at school sees what 
you are purchasing. - please support your school community! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stleonardsdunston


Foxes  have  been  r e f in ing  the i r  d rawing  sk i l l s  
th rough  de ta i l ed  ske tches  o f  Wor ld  War  I I  p lanes  



In Maths, Year 1 have been using the double-sided counters to find 
bonds to 10. 

Owls have been learning all about colour mixing in their art lessons. 
They were challenged to paint a picture of a grey plant pot contain-
ing brown soil and two flowers with green stems and orange centres. 
They were asked to paint the petals of one flower pink and the other 
purple. The problem was, they were only provided with red, blue, 
yellow, black and white paint. What a fantastic job they did of mix-
ing all the colours they needed!  

Owls have been continuing to find out about famous scientists and 
their discoveries. This week we found out about Charles Macintosh 
who invented waterproof fabric. We tested a range of materials to 
find out whether or not they were waterproof.  



We have come to the end of learning about how each family is 
different and special to us. To finish we celebrated Grandparents 
Day by making Cards and picture frames for our grandparents. 
Reception have been deepening their knowledge of numbers 1, 2 
and 3. Nursery have enjoyed making new friendships with the 
children in Owls when they joined them for Forest School on 

Wednesday. The children also loved helping to collect the slimy 
pumpkin seeds from our giant pumpkin.  



Our Safeguarding Team 

Mrs Keay is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Reception & Year 1  Parent/carer workshops 

Monday 13th October 

Mr Atkins & Miss Laing invite parent/carers to attend a 
Phonics workshop on Monday 13th October.   

Sessions will begin at 9am and will last approximately 30minutes.  

You will spend time with your child in class seeing how they learn Phonics at 
school.  There is a maximum of 8 parents per year group, per session. 

Please put your name on the sign up sheet in the entrance Hall.  

We look forward to seeing you then. 

Dear God, 
Thank you for our school where we 
‘Learn to Love and Love to Learn’ 

 
Thank you for all of our teachers and adults 

who 
help us to learn and play. 

 
Thank you for our friends and the love we share 

Inspire us to be curious and dig deeper in to 
our learning.  

Amen. 

Church Service - Thursday 23rd October 

All parent/carers are welcome to join us for our Service of Thankfulness at St 
Leonard’s church on Thursday 23rd October at 9.10am approx.  Refreshments 
will be being served by members of the church community. 



To mark World Space Week our brilliant Art & Craft Club rocketed 
into action! The children designed a dazzling space scene featuring 
a textured, multi-shaded moon surrounded by swirling galaxies and 
shimmering stars - brought to life with vibrant paints and dreamy 
chalks. Meanwhile our youngest explorers crafted cheerful 
astronaut puppets, each one boldly personalised with their own 
smiling faces. It was a cosmic celebration of imagination, colour 
and wonder!  



Don’t forget to book  your 
school meals via your School 

Grid account 

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/

login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F 

No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school 
with allergies please do not send any 

products containing nuts into school for break or 
lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Low Income Help 

Parents claiming some benefits can claim free school meals for 
any of their children who are registered at a Staffordshire 
school and who would normally be at school at lunch time. 
School meals are a good way to ensure that your child eats 
well at lunchtime and you can save yourself time and money. 

Children at our school also benefit from subsidised trips and subsidised Before & 
After School Care. 

Please note: This is a different scheme to the free school meals your child is eligible 
for in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  

Apply here:  Apply online - Free School Meals - Staffordshire County Council  

https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://app.schoolgrid.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


Wednesday 15th October Forest School - Year 3 & Year 4 

Monday 13th October Parent Phonics Workshop - Reception & Year 1 parents 

Wednesday 22nd October Forest School - Year 4 

Wednesday 22nd October Parents evening - sign up sheets are in the entrance hall 

Thursday 23rd October 
Church Celebration @ 9:10am - all parents welcome to join us 
refreshments available 

Thursday 23rd October Parents evening - sign up sheets are in the entrance hall 

Friday 24th October Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

Monday 27th October Half Term 

Monday 3rd November Year 3 & Year 4 - 'Mathematics with Me' and meet Mrs Keay  

Tuesday 4th November Year 4 Learn with Me Multiplication workshop & meet Mrs Keay 

Friday 7th November Wear Odd Socks for Anti-Bullying Day 

Monday 10th November Whole school trip to Wolseley Wildlife 

Thursday 13th November Wear yellow/spots with your PE Kit for Children in Need 

Friday 14th November Year 2 'Writing with Me' and meet Mrs Keay  

Friday 28th November Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Monday 1st December Chocolate donation in ex-change for non-uniform 

Friday 5th December Christmas Tree light switch on & Carols @ 2:45pm 

Friday 12th December Save the Children wear your Christmas Jumpers 

Friday 27th February Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Friday 1st May Read with Me in classrooms @ 2.50pm 

Thursday 18th June 2026 Sports Day  

Thursday 25th June 2026 Reserve Sports Day 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

Don’t forget to keep up to date by following us on ..  

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Please see the dates above for Forest School sessions. 

Children should arrive at school in clothing suitable for getting muddy on their Forest 
school day.  Please also send your child with a sun hat/ waterproof clothing depending 

on the weather, a coat & wellies are a MUST! Please make sure all items are named. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/




Copy of a letter emailed this week 



Copy of a letter sent home today 









Staffordshire wildlife Trust provide free outdoor sessions to families 
registered with Aiming High all over the country. 




