
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 4th July 2025 

Key verse:  Do for other people the same things you want them to do for you. Matthew 7:12  

Dear Families, 

We have been busy with transition this week! 

On Wednesday, many of our Year 4 pupils went to visit their new settings 
ready for Year 5. They came back to school full of stories about new friends, 
teachers, lessons and tasty snacks! We also enjoyed seeing pupils in school 
moving to their new classrooms in preparation for September, and we loved 
welcoming new Nursery and Reception children into school. 

We also welcomed Mrs Keay into school this week ahead of her new start as 
Head Teacher in September. Mrs Keay has enjoyed hearing children read and 
is looking forward to doing more of this when she visits again on 
Wednesday. She will be out on the gate again so please do say hello. 

Yesterday we had our final LAC meeting of the academic year. Our LAC is our 
school's governing body and they oversee the strategic direction of the 
school, providing challenge and support to ensure we are delivering the best 
possible outcomes for pupils. We have a vacancy for a foundation governor to 
join our team, please speak to the office if you would like more information 
on this post.  

Next week Foxes have a Stone Age workshop to look forward to, and we have 
more new nursery children visiting. Please note that next week is the last 
week for gardening, choir, multi-skills and rounders clubs. 

Have a wonderful weekend 

Miss Phillips 



Message from Mrs Keay 

 Dear parents and carers, 

It has been lovely visiting school this week; I can't wait to become 
the Headteacher at St Leonard's C of E First School from 
September. 

Thank you to the children, families and staff who have all made 
me feel so welcome during my 
visits. I have been meeting with Miss Phillips, staff and 
governors to learn more about the wonderful things which 
happen at St Leonard's. The School's Christian Distinctiveness 
and values have really shone through. 

On Thursday afternoon, I had a lovely time meeting and 
reading with the children from 'Owls' class who enjoyed telling 
me all about their hobbies and interests. I'm really looking 

forward to joining the children from Hedgehog and Foxes classes next Wednesday. 

As a Headteacher and Trust Leader, I am driven by the principles of 'Children at the 
Heart' and 'Always Aiming Higher.'  The children, aspiration and excellence will be our inspiring 
guides at St Leonard's as we venture excitedly into the 2025-2026 academic year. I'm very 
excited to be working with everyone from September. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend ahead, 

Mrs Keay 



Leavers Service 

Friday 18th July  

Everyone is welcome to join us 
for our final Worship of the term 
and to wish our leavers all the 

best as they take their next steps to their new 
schools.  Children will arrive at St Leonard’s 
church at approx. 9.15am 

SPELLINGS - WC  07.07.2025 
YEAR 3 

These will be in their reading diary today. 
They are individual to each child.   

YEAR 4 
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This week we are learning 

‘Peace like a River’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7it5W1FVtTs 

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

Foxes 

A reminder that payment for your Stone Age 
workshop is due for payment via your 
ParentPay account. 

Thank you 

ParentPay balances 

As we are heading towards the 
end of the summer term please 
make sure that you check your ParentPay 
accounts for any outstanding balances.  If you 
need any help please contact the school office.  

Ark invoices have all been issued 
for July, payment is due via 
your ParentPay accounts. 

PTFA Payments 

The PTFA are now 
able to accept on-line 

payments. 

If you follow the link below you can make a 
direct payment for the school disco. 

 https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?
fbclid=IwY2xjawLUemZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkE

TBodmNocVM2QTBUQVFBeldXAR5d-
mWA_OD9zy6pDepwP41gMCYAyva4JOcu65pVQ

awBfmXE-
o_v9yUveg_bYw_aem_QQNyd9WUaoCbrNWf3ckj

ZQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7it5W1FVtTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7it5W1FVtTs
https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLUemZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETBodmNocVM2QTBUQVFBeldXAR5d-mWA_OD9zy6pDepwP41gMCYAyva4JOcu65pVQawBfmXE-o_v9yUveg_bYw_aem_QQNyd9WUaoCbrNWf3ckjZQ


Please put your money in a NAMED ENVELOPE and 
put in the PTFA box in the entrance hall. 



 

Wood whittling, 
making potions, 

making clay animals 
and bug hunting were 
all enjoyed in Forest 

School this week. 



 



Foxes: 

Use your child’s home learning tasks 
below to support their learning outside 

of school. Tasks should be brought in 
throughout the half-term to be shared and 

celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: 

Maths - dice games and shape matching games. Create number posters with objects that match 
the amounts. 

English - Reading and writing words with Phase 5 graphemes. Writing sentences about jobs 
family members do. 

History - find out about jobs in the past. Children who worked in mills and factories before 
school became compulsory. 

Science - nature walks to explore habitats and protected nature reserves. 

Art and D&T - Create a robot out of recycled materials. Describe what job the robot will do. 
Make an object that links to a job you like. (fire engine, digger, aeroplane, dog, cat or farm 
animal). 

Owls: 

Maths – Numbots/TTRockstars – Little and often is best 

Science / PSHE: Design a poster to help people know how to stay safe in the 
sun. 

Science: Look for and record signs of summer in your garden or local area. 

English / Science: Research and write some facts about creatures you might 
find in rock pools at the beach 

Create a leaflet for ‘How to survive the 
Stone Age.’ Imagine you are transported 
back to the Stone Age and need a guide 
to help you survive. What would the 
guide say? What tips would it have? 
Use ICT, if you wish.  

Stone Age people build shelters 
to live in using materials they 
had gathered. Gather some 
natural materials and build a 
model shelter.  

We know that the first recordings of 
art were Cave Art. Design a piece of 
cave art using materials of your 
choice. i.e. paint, chalk, crayon.  

Draw and label a Stone Age person.        
Can you add any similarities                  
and differences compared to us?  

Draw a Stone Age feast, thinking 
carefully about the food and drink 
that would be on offer.  

Design and make an ancient stone circle or 
a replica of Stonehenge. Be creative in the 
way you make your stone circle.  



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, 
football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our 

Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Ballet 

 

School Attendance 30th June - 4th July 2025 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls      89% 

Foxes         88% 

Whole School  91% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time 
holidays. 

Impact of lateness   
 
Over a school year –   

 5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 
becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

Football 



 

 

A vacancy has arisen for a Foundation Governor on our Local Academy Council (School 
Governing Board) 

Like all LAC members (Governors) Foundation Governors work to support the Headteacher 
and staff and they have a special responsibility to support the Christian ethos of the school. 

You will be expected to attend Governor’s meetings which happen after school hours and to 
also visit school so that you are aware what is happening in classrooms talking to both staff 
and children. 

Although preference may be someone from our parish church, we are grateful for the support 
of anyone who maybe outside our parish.  Successful candidates must be over 18 years of age 
and will need to have a DBS check which will be organised through the school office. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the role, please contact: 

Email: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Tel: 01785 712488 

Foundation 

Governor 

Vacancy 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the 

relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays  

Foxes - Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them in 
advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

Healthy Snacks 

Children in Hedgehogs and Owls get a free piece of fruit every day in 
school, if you are sending your child with an additional snack please 
could you make sure it is a healthy snack which doesn’t contain nuts.  

Children should also have a drinks bottle in school every day, especially in this hot weather.  
Thank you for your support. 

mailto:office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk


It has been an exciting week in Hedgehogs. Our Reception children went to Owls for the day 
to experience what it is like in Year 1. We also welcomed some of our new Nursery children 
and our three new Reception children. We have continued to look at different jobs and read 

‘Mrs Wobble the Waitress’. We talked about the food we like and used it in our craft activities 
and imaginary play. We also continued to think about last week’s story and made flatbread 
with flour and natural yogurt. In our class worship we carried on the robot theme from the 

start of term and talked about driverless cars and how they made us feel - we thought it was 
exciting but at the same time, we were a bit worried! 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Cost - Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

The cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 is £3.20  

 

56 

49 

56 



Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
Why do we have emotions? 

Do you always learn something when you open a book? 

Alfie “Yes and no sometimes it can be a 
normal book and sometimes it’s not” 

Arthur “It’s a mixed answer because there’s 
fiction and non-fiction” 

Orla “If you read a book there’s lots of 
information” 

Henri “If there are no words, you might look 
at the pictures” 

Rohan “ Yes and no because not everyone can 
read” 

Pippa “You can only learn so much by 
reading a book” 

Savannah “Sometimes but not always” 

Jarrod “Yes and no, sometimes you have to re
-read a page to make sure” 

Darcie “No, not all books have words, some 
books have pictures” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship on Friday. 

Reminder 

After School Clubs finish on 
Friday 11th July.  After 
School Care will be available 
the last week of term if you 
need it, please book in with 
the office. 

 

Mr H’s PE Stars 

Darcie  Amelie  Ozzy 

Arthur  Georgie  Evie 

Elsie  Maddox 

Well done! 



Tuesday 8th July Foxes Stone Age Workshop 

Tuesday 8th July Year 4 Football at Wolgarston - 4pm 

Wednesday 16th July PTFA Disco - Reception to Year 4 

Friday 18th July 
Leavers Service in St Leonard’s Church all welcome to join us 

Last day of school - finish at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

Tuesday 2nd September  Back to School 

Thursday 4th September  Academy Photography - individual pupil photos 

  

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

09/07/2025 

Year 4 

Children should arrive at school in clothing 
suitable for getting muddy on their Forest school 

day.  Please also send your child with a sun 
hat/ waterproof clothing depending on the 

weather! 

 

 

 

 

Please could you bring an empty 
2, 4 or 6 pint milk bottle by Friday 
11th July. 

Thank you Mrs Carrington. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/















