
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 18th July 2025 

Key verse:  Do for other people the same things you want them to do for you. Matthew 7:12  

Dear Families, 

This must be hardest Post I've had to write! 

The end of another academic year, saying goodbye to our Year 4s, and my final 
day as Head Teacher at St Leonard's. 

Thank you to everyone who joined our church celebration this morning - what a 
wonderful send off for our Year 4 pupils in particular. We celebrated our 
champions of respect and also said farewell to those moving to new schools. 

Today also marks Miss Thomson's final day with us. She will be starting her 
teacher training in September and we wish her all the best. Mr Brown, who our 
Foxes have worked with this year, will be joining the team in September as a 
member of staff and will be taking over running Ark alongside Mrs Jackson.  

Our silent disco on Wednesday was a huge success! Thank you to the PTA and 
parents who volunteered their time to run this. Mr 
Atkins definitely enjoyed throwing some shapes on the 
dance floor! It was a great evening full of laughter and 
much out of tune singing! 

On a personal note, I would like to thank you for the 
support you have shown me over the last three years. St 
Leonard's is a fantastic community and it has been a 
pleasure to lead the school; I will take with me many 
warm memories, for which I am very grateful. 

Have a wonderful summer,  

Miss Phillips 





ParentPay 
balances 

Please make sure that 
you check your 
ParentPay accounts for 
any outstanding 
balances.  Everyone 
with an outstanding 
balance has been a text 
today! 

PTFA Payments 

We’re excited to let you know that our PTFA has in-
troduced a new, convenient way to pay for school 
events and items, no need to bring cash into school 

anymore! 

You can now make payments online at any time by 
following the link below: 

https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?
fbclid=IwY2xjawLXhUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrICOp

yX2Z_-
kVbwzfS5UK6tfhAzp_K7sT8dMZFddWXeDMPzjjttGSd

kg1ji_aem_K249ondMnnXuJgB1qh2h_A 

We are currently collecting payments for the up-
coming school disco, so feel free to use the link to 

secure your child’s place. 

Thank you for your contin-
ued support! 

https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXhUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrICOpyX2Z_-kVbwzfS5UK6tfhAzp_K7sT8dMZFddWXeDMPzjjttGSdkg1ji_aem_K249ondMnnXuJgB1qh2h_A
https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXhUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrICOpyX2Z_-kVbwzfS5UK6tfhAzp_K7sT8dMZFddWXeDMPzjjttGSdkg1ji_aem_K249ondMnnXuJgB1qh2h_A
https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXhUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrICOpyX2Z_-kVbwzfS5UK6tfhAzp_K7sT8dMZFddWXeDMPzjjttGSdkg1ji_aem_K249ondMnnXuJgB1qh2h_A
https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXhUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrICOpyX2Z_-kVbwzfS5UK6tfhAzp_K7sT8dMZFddWXeDMPzjjttGSdkg1ji_aem_K249ondMnnXuJgB1qh2h_A
https://st-leonards-ptfa.sumupstore.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXhUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrICOpyX2Z_-kVbwzfS5UK6tfhAzp_K7sT8dMZFddWXeDMPzjjttGSdkg1ji_aem_K249ondMnnXuJgB1qh2h_A








Parents of children currently in Year 2  

who will be Year 3 in September 2025. 

 

Your entitlement to ‘Universal Free School Meals’ has now come to an 
end, as of September 2025 you will need to pay for your child’s school meal at a cost of 
£3.50 per day,  

Please can we ask that you check to see if you could still be entitled to receive a Free 
School Meal by going to  https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/educational-
awards-benefits/freeschoolmeals/apply-online.aspx 

 

Please note: All children in Reception and above can check to see if they are as eligible 
for a free school meal.  Even if you decide not to have a meal from the kitchen, if you 
are applicable, then school could get additional funding to help your child in different 
ways. 

Reminder - pierced ears 

Earrings MUST be removed for PE on Thursdays & Fridays.  

 Many children have their ears pierced at a range of ages. Children are allowed to 
wear one pair of plain studded earrings for school. However, please note that for 
health and safety reasons, children are not allowed to wear any earrings for PE 
and Teachers are not allowed to remove them. Therefore, if you are planning for 
your child to have their ears pierced, please make sure that this is done at the 
start of the summer holidays to allow plenty of time for them to heal. Once 

healed, children can either remove studs themselves for PE or you can leave them 
out on that day. We recommend that earrings are kept at home as school cannot 

be responsible for the safe keeping of them. Please remember, PE is a statutory part 
of the primary curriculum and therefore children must take part.  

Morning Club will be available from Wednesday 4th September from 
8am for children in Rec-Y4. Just turn up no need to book. 

Ark after school care will be available from Wednesday 4th September, 
please make sure you send in your booking form to Mrs Briganti. Thank you  

Please note that any clubs will not start until week commencing Monday 8th 
September.  

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education-1/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Q001.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/educational-awards-benefits/freeschoolmeals/apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/educational-awards-benefits/freeschoolmeals/apply-online.aspx


If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, 
dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our 

Celebration Worship on Friday. 

 

School Attendance 14th July - 18th July 2025 

Hedgehogs        91% 

Owls      90% 

Foxes         97% 

Whole School  93% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time 
holidays. 

Impact of lateness   
 
Over a school year –   

 5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to 
them becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

Mountain biking Swimming 



September 2025 PE Days 
 

PE will take place on a Thursday for all children across the school. 
 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST 
remove them in advance of school if they can not remove them, 

themselves.   





Dearest listener, both family and friend, 
Our time at St Leonard’s is nearing an end. 
Your children have shone, their future is bright, 
Moving on seems overwhelming, but we know it is right. 
 

Bow you’re our very own cheerleader, 
She’s got your back – just call if you need her. 
Your joyful, loving kindness we’ll miss, 
But we’ve no doubt at all – you’ve got this! 
 

This last year you’ve really excelled, Darcie, 
Working hard and showing your work so smartly. 
To Team Oak, you’ve been a wonderful captain, 
Take this next step with courage, embrace what may 
happen! 
 

Savannah, you have an eye for perfection,  
Your creativity and grit make a winning combination.  
You stand up strong for what you believe in, 
Your future is bright, we know you’ll continue succeeding! 
 

You’re a tree climbing expert, Rohan, 
Never one to back down from competition.  
You’re a confident sportsman who loves to adventure, 
Keep your head high, a bright future you’ll now enter! 
 

Xander you are a phenomenal writer, 
Your words have the power to make the world brighter. 
You’re a caring friend with a quick-witted mind, 
Move forward with confidence, strength and pride! 
 

Quietly confident, next we have Myla, 
With a mind for maths, you’re set to be a highflyer. 
Your next school is lucky to have you, 
We wish you success in all you turn your hand to! 
 
Emily you are our Hedgehogs’ favourite, 
So caring and kind, a great friend and playmate.  
Outwardly quiet, you pay attention and work hard,  
Keep believing in yourself, you will reap the reward! 
 
Sycamore Captain up next is Harrison,  
Quick-thinking and smart, you can be relied upon. 
Outdoors you excel as you journey and explore,  
You have much to enjoy and more adventure in store! 

Harry a Chase Water kayaking king, 
Who knew it would turn out to be your thing? 
At mental maths you are also very able,  
Great things are to come, we all know you are 
capable!  
 

Now our general knowledge genius is Thomas, 
Facts about anything you always promise. 
A vivid imagination is your strength, 
We wish you joy in all that is coming next.  
 

Olivia you are our cross-country queen, 
In class, you’re a joy – teaching you is a dream. 
Your thoughtful, generous spirit we’ll miss, 
Go with confidence, you’re one truly special kid! 
 

Strong willed and deeply caring is Tovah, 
You’re smart and your charisma has won us over. 
A flair for creativity and the arts, 
May you know friendship and fun in your new start! 
 

Erin you’ve been a fantastic addition, 
You’re thoughtful, kind and have clear ambition.  
Time spent with you puts a smile on our face, 
Keep being yourself, making the world a better place! 
 
A loyal friend you’ll always find in Will, 
A supreme swimmer – this boy has skill. 
You have grown so much over this past year, 
Step boldly ahead you have nothing to fear! 
 
Freddie up next, he’s a definite grafter, 
Time with friends, full of fun and laughter. 
You are on the move to places anew, 
May our St Leonard’s values now guide you.  
 
Last but not least it is Arthur, 
You have grown so much and only gotten smarter. 
A true all-rounder, we know you’ll go far, 
Don’t forget how wonderful we all know you are! 
 
Now your time left with us here is short, 
Take your values and all you have learnt. 
Run ahead, break free and keep moving forward,  
Learn to fly making your mark on our world. 



September Uniform Reminders 

Autumn / Winter Uniform 

Teal school sweatshirt / cardigan – from Crested Schoolwear 
White shirt & school tie (Years 1-4) – school tie is from Crested Schoolwear 
White school polo t-shirt (Early Years) – from Crested Schoolwear 
Grey trousers / skirt / pinafore 
Grey tights/white socks 
Flat black shoes (no trainers) Boots should only be worn outdoors in inclement 
weather 
School colours hair scrunchie/headband 

PE Kit 

Teal T-Shirt – plain or logo t-shirt from Crested Schoolwear 
Black Shorts 
Trainers 
PE bag 
PE Hoodie and black jogging bottoms for winter months. 

Years 3 & 4 will also need a swimming kit, you will be advised when this is needed. 

ALL items of clothing should be clearly labelled with your childs’ name.  

No jewellery should be worn for school except for a watch which must be removed 
for PE. 

Earrings are not encouraged and should only be studs, these must be removed for 
PE and swimming. 

Our School uniform can be purchased from Crested School 
Wear, in Stafford town centre. 

Crested Schoolwear 
35 – 36 Gaolgate Street 
Stafford 
ST16 2NT 

Telephone: 01785 748481 

https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/
https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/


Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

Tuesday 2nd September  Back to School 

Thursday 4th September  Academy Photography - individual pupil photos 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
How should we treat others? 

No big question this week but perhaps you could discuss the following question as a family? 

Price increase - Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

We have been informed from our school meal provider that the cost of a school meal for children in 

Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 from September will be £3.50  

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/















