
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 23rd May 2025 

Key verse:  God has shown you his grace in giving you different gifts.  And you are like servants who are responsible for using God’s 
gifts. So be good servants and use your gifts to serve each other. Peter 4:10 

Dear Families, 

The last four weeks have flown by as we head into May half-term! 

Thank you to all who joined us for our celebration worship this morning - the 
singing was a highlight and we love to gather together as a wider community. 
It is always a great opportunity to celebrate the half-term's value and our 
Champions who have gone above and beyond in demonstrating it. Thanks also 
go to Chris Beardmore for her on-going support in school with whole school 
worship and Chair of our LAC Katrina Gibson who joined our celebration.  

Over the last half-term, our PSHE learning has focused on diverse Britain. We 
have been exploring what makes our country a fantastic place to live and have 
learnt about the importance of celebrating our differences. We will be 
continuing this learning after half-term as we focus on our final value for the 
year which is respect.   

After half-term we have much to look forward to. Staff will be completing 
training on High Quality Teaching and Learning with colleagues from the Trust 
on our INSET day - June 2nd. We have Mrs Stafford spending more time in 
school on June 4th as she starts to support with the SENCO role.  

We also look forward to transition events, sports day and attending the annual 
Perkins Eco-Awards! Keep checking the Friday Post and your emails for all the 
information you will need. 

Have a wonderful half-term, 

Miss Phillips 

A huge thank you from class Owls 
to Ruby Chapman-Murphy who has 
completed her work experience this 

week.  We will miss you! 



SPELLINGS - WC  2.06.2025 
YEAR 3 

These will be in their reading diary today. 
They are individual to each child.   

YEAR 4 

Common Exception words  

guide 
heard 
heart 
height 
history 

imagine 
important 
increase 
interest 
island 

Foxes ‘parent learn with me’ 
workshop 

Mrs. Carrington is inviting one 
parent per family to attend a Times Tables 
workshop. There are 12 spots available for 
Thursday, June 5th. Interested parents can 
sign up on the sheet located in the school 
reception area.  

Year 2 parent workshop 

Miss Laing invites parent/carers who have 
a child in Year 2 to join her for a ‘Learn 
with Me’ workshop on Tuesday 17th June 
at 9am (for approx 30 minutes) 

The workshop will focus on how to 
support your child with their writing. 

Please sign up on the sheet in the entrance 
hall. 

After half term we are learning 

‘I’m so Blessed’ 

I'm So Blessed   Sing-along Kids Worship Video with 

Kids Choir #blessed #sundayschool (CAIN Cover)  

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

In Science Owls have been investigating floating and sinking. Miss Laing was very impressed at 
how well they articulated their theories and predictions. The most interesting thing we found out 
was that an unpeeled satsuma floats but a peeled one sinks! Does this always happen? Perhaps 

you could investigate this at home.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9NWmC8CnRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9NWmC8CnRQ


In Art Foxes have been creating backgrounds in preparation for 
creating our own rainforest art. The children used blending 
techniques to mix a blue-green colour pallet. They will be 

building on these after half-term to produce a rainforest inspired 
piece of artwork inspired by the work of Henri Rousseau. 



In art this week, Owls have 
been busily creating their 

Lowry-style industrial 
landscapes. 



Foxes: 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: 

Art - Make a balloon model of planet Earth or the Sun.  

Science 1 - Make a mini terrarium in a see-through container 

Geography - Visit a local river, lake or go on a walk on the Chase. 

Science 2 - Plant a sunflower seed and observe what happens by keeping a plant diary. 

English - Continue to practice mark-making, letter formation, name writing, labelling and phrase/sentence writing. 

English 2 - Visit the library and find information books about our planet. 

Maths - practise forming numbers correctly, play with jigsaws and board games and arrange 10 objects in different 
ways. 

Owls: 

Geography/Writing – Write a postcard to Miss Laing from a seaside location which you have visited. Tell her about 
the things you saw and did. 

DT/Science – Design and make a boat which floats using a range of junk materials. 

Science – Test a range of everyday objects to see if they float or sink. Make a prediction before you test each object. 

Geography – Either think about two coastal locations which you have visited or research two coastal locations 
online (either in the UK or abroad) Compare the two locations thinking about similarities and differences. 

Maths – Numbots/TTRockstars – Little and often is best 

Design your own Rainforest animal Invent your own 
rainforest creature. Draw or make your animal and 
write a description of it. This must be at least half a 
side of A4. Think about: - what it is like; - where it 
lives (which layer of the forest); - what it looks like; - 

People of the Rainforest  Find out about a tribe who live in 
the Rainforest. - Where do they live? - Do they have hous-
es? - What do they eat? - How do they get their food? - 
What do they wear? - What language do they speak? - Do 
children attend school? Be creative with the presentation 

Find out about products which come from the Rain-
forest. - Identify what they are used for and who uses 

them. Which of these products do you use in your 
home? - How far have these products had to travel 

for you to use them? Present your findings on a fact 

Save the Rainforest! An area of rainforest the size of a 
football field is being destroyed each second. Create a 
poster or a leaflet to  persuade people to help protect the 
Rainforest. Think about: - Why are they cutting down the 
rainforests?  Who is doing this? - Who does it  affect? - 



 



 

School Attendance 19th - 23rd May 2025 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      99% 

Foxes        96% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time 
holidays. 

Impact of lateness   
 
Over a school year –   

 5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 
becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

Football 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 
Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics Gymnastics Swimming 



 

 

A vacancy has arisen for a Foundation Governor on our Local Academy Council (School 
Governing Board) 

Like all LAC members (Governors) Foundation Governors work to support the Headteacher 
and staff and they have a special responsibility to support the Christian ethos of the school. 

You will be expected to attend Governor’s meetings which happen after school hours and to 
also visit school so that you are aware what is happening in classrooms talking to both staff 
and children. 

Although preference may be someone from our parish church, we are grateful for the support 
of anyone who maybe outside our parish.  Successful candidates must be over 18 years of 
age and will need to have a DBS check which will be organised through the school office. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about the role, please contact: 

Email: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Tel: 01785 712488 

Foundation 

Governor 

Vacancy 

 

94 105 

117 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them in 
advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

 

PLEASE NOTE: Foxes your PE days have changed 

mailto:office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk


Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
Can reading be as exhausting 

as going for a run? 

Mr H’s  

PE Stars 
Whole of class Foxes 

Jarrod 

Matilda 

Ruby 

George 

Mason EH 

Erin Bol 
Well done! 

Vacancy: 

At the end of the school year we will be 
saying good bye to Miss Thomson as she 
begins her teacher training. We will 
therefore be advertising to her role for 
September, the details of this can be found 
on our website.  

Monday 2nd 
June is inset 
day.  School 
is closed to pupils.  We look 
forward to welcoming you all 
back on Tuesday 3rd June. 

In Maths, Foxes 
have been 

learning about 
time.  The year 4’s 

had to estimate 
how long it takes 
to get to 1 minute 
before they could 
lift their head! 



We have been looking at human features around the world and understanding how humans have changed our 
planet.  In our picture news we found out how forest fires can be started by humans.  In RE we continued to find 
out about our church and made stained glass windows for our classroom.  In maths Nursery have been making 

their own repeating patterns and Reception have been building their understanding of numbers beyond 10. 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Cost - Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

The cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 is £3.20  

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 



Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Thursday 5th June  
Year 3 & 4 parent timetables workshop (12 spaces) - 9am - 
9.30am 

Wednesday 11th June 

Perkins ECO Day - by invite 

Choir Club cancelled due to Miss Phillips being on a trip - if 
needed children can transfer into Ark 

Tuesday 17th June Year 2 parent workshop - 9am 

Friday 20th June Sports Day & Family picnic - No Rounders Club 

Friday 18th July Last day of school - finish at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

  

  

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

4/06/2025 11/06/2025 18/06/2025 25/06/2025 02/07/2025 09/07/2025 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Children should arrive at school in clothing suitable for getting 
muddy on their Forest school day.  Please also send your child 
with a sun hat/ waterproof clothing depending on the weather! 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/









