
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 4th April 2025 

Key verse:  Be kind and loving to each other.  Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ. Ephesians 4:32  

Dear Families, 

The Easter holidays are almost here and we have had a jam-packed week! We all 
loved our Easter workshops with Alison from the Youthnet - check out the photos 
from these later in the Post.  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for parents' evening - we had a great turn 
out. It is always a pleasure to be able to share the fantastic work the children are 
doing in school with families. We love seeing the children proud of what they have 
done when they are sharing their books with you. 

Our Nursery families enjoyed a sunny afternoon of Easter activities yesterday - 
thank you again to everyone who joined us for this. We have parent sessions for 
children in Y2, 3 and 4 happening later in the year, so do keep an eye out for 
information on these. 

Today Owls and Reception children have visited Stafford Castle - what a beautiful 
day it was for an outing! This visit will really enrich and bring to life the learning 
the children have been doing in school. Thank you to the staff and volunteers who 
made the day out possible. We have loved hearing about the castle visits many of 
you have been going on as part of your home learning too! 

Next week, we are looking forward to Foxes leading our Easter service on Thursday 
morning. We do hope as many of you as possible can join us. We will also be 
saying a fond farewell to Miss Parker as she retires from her post as lunchtime 
supervisor.  

Have a wonderful weekend,  

Miss Phillips 



Mr H’s  

PE Stars 
Harrison F 

Elsie 

Koby 

Georgia 

Well done! 

Thursday 10th April 

Due to the early finish on Thursday, children 
will NOT need their PE kits in school. 

Lost Property 

We are having a lot of parents asking for 
lost uniform.  Please can we ask that you 
NAME EVERYTHING including lunch boxes 
& drinks bottles.  A permanent marker on 
a washing label works just as well as a 
sew in tag.  We always try to return 
items to classes but without being named 
we can’t help! 

Thank you 

Uniform 

We seem to have a few children with missing ties and wearing 
trainers. If shoes are broken etc. and a child needs to wear 
trainers for a short period of time, please let your child's class 
teacher know.  

Wanted  black joggers, shorts or leggings.   

Our supplies of spare joggers, PE shorts or 
leggings have gone very slim for both boys and 
girls - if you are having a clear out we would 
gladly take them off your hands! 

Please hand in to the office.  Thank you 

Easter Service - 
Thursday 10th 
April  

Everyone 
Welcome! 

Everyone is welcome 
to join us for our Easter Service at St 
Leonard’s church on Thursday.  The church 
will be open once you have dropped your 
children off at school, and the children will 
arrive approx. 9.10am.  Parking is available 
at the front of the church, please be 
considerate and not block any of our 
neighbours driveways.. 

Drinks Bottles 
Please make sure your child has a drinks bottle at school every day.  It is 

important that they are clearly marked with the child’s name and that they can 
easily identify them so that they don’t drink from the wrong bottle.  As part of the 

schools healthy eating policy, bottles should only contain water. 

Contact Details 

Don’t forget if you have moved, 
changed your mobile phone number 
or email address to let the office 
know.  It is important we can get in 
touch with you should your child 
become unwell. Call us on 01785 
712488 with any changes or email: 
office@st-leonards-
dunston.staffs.sch.uk 



Outstanding items on ParentPay 

Please check your ParentPay accounts to see if any of the following are 
outstanding: 

Nursery - Dinner money 

Year 3 & Year 4 - Dinner money, Chasewater trip 

Thank you, the Office 

Thank you to everyone who submitted a 
design for the Perkins Eco-Awards! We 
have chosen to go with a puffin, which 
was suggested by a number of pupils - 
well done if this was you! In order to 

create our model, we now need to collect recycled materials.  
 
Please leave in the box in the entrance hall: 
 Old school shirts and t-shirts (white)   Old school trousers and dresses (black) 
 Chicken wire         Cardboard           String             Plastic bottles             Egg cartons            

Newspaper  Magazines  Tissue paper  Blue milk bottle lids 
 
We will be building our model during Ark, and will let parents know when this is starting so 
they can book a session. 
Thank you for your help. 



Foxes: 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: 

Expressive Arts & Design -  Make a junk model castle or mythical creature such as a unicorn or dragon. Paint p/
draw pictures of mermaids, knights and princesses. Talk about myths and legends. 

History - visit castles such as Ludlow or Tamworth and talk about their features. Draw a picture of a knight or cas-
tles and write labels for them. 

Maths - Create a time table for a day in the life of a princess, knight or dragon. Practice counting to 10 and remem-
bering number bonds to 5 and 10.  

English - Visit the library and find books about castles and the local history of Stafford and the surrounding area. 
Continue to practise name writing, letter formation and daily reading. 

PSHE - Encourage your child with their independence - dressing and undressing, washing hands properly and using 
a knife and fork correctly. 

Owls: 

History - Research and write some facts about Stafford Castle or another castle which you have visited. 

Design Technology -  use junk materials to make a model of a castle. Try to include features such as towers, turrets, 
keep, bailey etc. 

Science -  Can you find any signs of spring in your garden or local area? Write a list, take photos, or draw pictures 
to show what you find. 

Science - In school we are learning about growing, changing and survival. Can you find out how a camel/cactus 
survives in the desert or how a polar bear/penguin survives in the Arctic/Antarctic? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Create a water cycle experiment. Fill a large 
bowl with water. Put an empty pot in the    
middle of the water. Cover the bowl with film 
and place on a sunny windowsill for a few days. 
You should soon see the water start to        
evaporate, it will cool and condense on the film 
before falling into the empty pot as 'rain'. (take 
photos to email/bring in) 

Tell the story of the day a      
volcano erupted. You could write 
it or record it. For example, you 
might want to look at a volcano 
we have looked at together such 
as Mt Vesuvius or Mt Etna etc.  

Children should be accessing 
TT  Rockstars regularly to   
support their fluency in their 
times table knowledge. Please 
speak to Mrs  Carrington if 
you require the log in for 
this.  

Investigate different states of matter. Look 
around your house and make a list of different 
solids, liquids and gases that you can find. 

Make a 3D model of a volcano Draw a map showing where 
volcanoes are around the 
world.  





SPELLINGS - WC  28.04.2025 

YEAR 3 

Children will be tested after the Easter 
holidays 

YEAR 4 

Children will be tested after the Easter 
holidays 

interact 

interfere 

intercity 

international 

intermediate 

internet 

intergalactic 

interrupt 

intervene 

interlude 

library 

February 

dictionary 

boundary 

salary 

summary 

primary 

secondary 

ordinary 

necessary 

 https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/tinas-race-for-life-272535 

 

Miss Tina is taking part in the Weston Park Pretty Muddy 5K in aid of Cancer 
research UK, if you would like to sponsor her please follow the link above. 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/tinas-race-for-life-272535
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/tinas-race-for-life-272535




Reverend Sue invites all of our families to join her 
for her Palm Sunday service. 



Foxes - Bikeright 

Please make sure that you have completed a permission slip for the Bikeright sessions being held 
on Tuesday 29th April.  If your child does NOT have a bike please let us know as the company 
may be able to bring some with them.  We will be encouraging all the children to ‘have a go’ 
but please let Mrs Carrington / office know if your child is not very confident cycling. 

Children can arrive at school this day in their PE kits. 

Foxes - Chasewater 

Please could children arrive at Chasewater in outdoor clothing (like you would wear for forest 
school) and bring a changing of clothing NO CROCS please.  The activities the children will be 
taking part in are: Sit-on, Archery, Bushcraft & Shelter building. 

Goodbye 

Today we have said goodbye to Miss Wenlock-Evans who has 
completed her first teaching training placement with us in class 
Foxes.  We are really pleased to hear that she will be coming back 
on Wednesdays to volunteer when she isn’t at University! 



 

School Attendance 31st - 4th April 2025 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      96% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

 

59 

36 55 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for 
term time holidays. 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them in 
advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

 

PLEASE NOTE: Foxes your PE days have changed 

Impact of lateness   
 
Over a school year –   

 5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 
becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 



Freddie T “Yes, Animals know when 
something is coming, they react, they move 
out of the way” 

Orla “Yes, they think happy thoughts and 
they think sad thoughts, we know by the 
sounds they make” 

Dexter “Yes, they have to think to move” 

Do animals think? How do you know? 
Pippa “If they didn’t think, they wouldn’t do 
anything” 

Olivia J “Yes animals think  - with horses they 
have a sense, if I’m riding a horse and I’m 
nervous that makes them nervous” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 

Are humans animals? 

After School Clubs 

After Easter we will be offering the following clubs until the end of the 
academic year: 

Monday - Gardening  Wednesday - Choir 

Thursday - Multisports Friday - Rounders 

Your child should have brought a form home for you to book any of the clubs - please return to 
the office asap.  Thank you 

As part of keeping children safe, we have 
to complete regular fire drills.  Yesterday 

the children evacuated the school 
buildings promptly and calmly. 



 



Owls have been learning about the seasons and identifying signs of spring in the school grounds. 

In maths we have been measuring a range of objects using cubes.  We then have moved on to 
measuring in centimetres and metres. 





No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Price Increase 

Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

 

We have been informed by our 
Edwards & Ward our catering 

supplier that the cost of a school 

meal will rise to £3.20 after the 

Easter holidays. 

Next week we are learning 

‘Hosanna Rock’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8ziKrwRyjc 

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8ziKrwRyjc


 



Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Tuesday 1st April Parents evening 

Wednesday 2nd April Parents evening 

Thursday 3rd April Nursery parents stay & play email has been sent home 

Thursday 10th April 
Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

School closes at 1.30pm 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Friday 29th April Foxes - Bikeright - Please come to school in your PE kit 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Tuesday 6th May Foxes - Chasewater Activity day 

Thursday 8th May Year 4 parent timetables workshop 

Thursday 14th May Year 3 parent timetables workshop 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 20th June Sports Day & Family picnic 

Friday 18th July Last day of school - finish at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

  

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/






Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 











All information regarding days/
times etc is on the flyers attached 
and if you require any further 
information, please contact: 

Simon Birkedale 

T: 01543 753333 

E: simon.birkedale@chilloutclubs.c
om 

M: 07854 451979 

Chillout Youth Clubs available 
for young people in South 
Staffs for your information and 
wider sharing. 

  

Sessions are currently running 
in: 

Penkridge 

Huntington 

Great Wyrley 

Codsall 



***SAVE 20% Discount code*** 

Please share with parents “SCH20” to save up to 20% on tickets by going direct to our 

website www.BigBounceEvents.co.uk/Tickets and enter discount code at checkout 

https://www.bigbounceevents.co.uk/Tickets/



