
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 11th April 2025 

Key verse:  Be kind and loving to each other.  Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ. Ephesians 4:32  

Dear Families, 

Thank you to everyone who joined us yesterday for our Easter service. The bonnets 
looked fantastic and the children were certainly in fine voice! Foxes presented a fantastic 
Easter message which we all enjoyed. It was great to have Rev. Sue and Chris Beardmore 
join us, don't forget Rev. Sue's invitation to join the Palm Sunday service this weekend.  

We said a fond farewell to Miss Parker yesterday, who leaves 
St Leonard's after 25-years! Miss Parker first joined St 
Leonard's when her daughters attended and has since taken 
on many roles. We wish her all the best with her retirement. 
After Easter, we will be welcoming Miss Singh to our 
lunchtime team, we have no doubt everyone will make her 
feel very welcome. 

Today the team have joined colleagues at All Saints, Bednall for some inspiring training 
on behaviour in schools. Guest speaker, Andrew Black was engaging and spoke about the 
concept of behaviour being a form of communication, and the importance of 
relationships, rapport and reliability for all pupils. Myself and Mrs Webb have challenged 
ourselves to greet every child with a compliment during the first week back, so watch 
this space! 

We have lots of change ahead as a school and with change there is always much to look 
forward to! Next half-term is jam-packed and unusually short! We are very much 
looking forward to Foxes Bike Right session when we return. We are also welcoming 
students from the Link for Life trip to Mafambisa into school to share stories from their 
time away. 

Have a wonderful Easter break, however you are spending it. 

Miss Phillips 



Price Increase - Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

We have been informed by our Edwards & Ward our catering supplier that the cost of a school 

meal is now £3.20  

Uniform 

We seem to have a few children with missing ties and wearing 
trainers. If shoes are broken etc. and a child needs to wear 
trainers for a short period of time, please let your child's class 
teacher know.  

Wanted  black joggers, shorts or 
leggings.   

Our supplies of spare joggers, PE shorts 
or leggings have gone very slim for 
both boys and girls - if you are having 
a clear out we would gladly take them 
off your hands! 

Please hand in to the office.  Thank you 

Outstanding items on ParentPay 

Please check your ParentPay accounts 
to see if any of the following are 
outstanding: 

Nursery - Dinner money 

Year 3 & Year 4 - Dinner money, 
Chasewater trip 

Thank you, the Office 

After School Clubs 

After Easter we will be offering the following clubs until the end of the academic year: 

Monday - Gardening  Wednesday - Choir 

Thursday - Multisports Friday - Rounders 

Your child should have brought a form home for you to book any of 
the clubs - please return to the office asap.  Thank you 



 

In D&T we have been making Roman chariots. 





 

A vacancy has arisen for a Foundation Governor on our Local Academy Council (School 
Governing Board) 

Like all LAC members (Governors) Foundation Governors work to support the 
Headteacher and staff and they have a special responsibility to support the Christian 
ethos of the school. 

You will be expected to attend Governor’s meetings which happen after school hours and 
to also visit school so that you are aware what is happening in classrooms talking to 
both staff and children. 

Although preference may be someone from our parish church, we are grateful for the 
support of anyone who maybe outside our parish.  Successful candidates must be over 18 
years of age and will need to have a DBS check which will be organised through the 
school office. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about the role, please contact: 

Email: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Tel: 01785 712488 

 

 

Foundation 

Governor 

Vacancy 

 

mailto:office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk




SPELLINGS - WC  28.04.2025 

YEAR 3 

Children will be tested after the Easter 
holidays 

YEAR 4 

Children will be tested after the Easter 
holidays 

interact 

interfere 

intercity 

international 

intermediate 

internet 

intergalactic 

interrupt 

intervene 

interlude 

library 

February 

dictionary 

boundary 

salary 

summary 

primary 

secondary 

ordinary 

necessary 

 https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/tinas-race-for-life-272535 

 

Miss Tina is taking part in the Weston Park Pretty Muddy 5K in aid of Cancer research UK, if 
you would like to sponsor her please follow the link above. 

New resources from the NSPCC to support parents with 
keeping children safe online: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/techosaurus/ 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/tinas-race-for-life-272535
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/tinas-race-for-life-272535
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/techosaurus/


Reverend Sue invites all of our families to join her 
for her Palm Sunday service. 



Foxes - Bikeright 

Please make sure that you have completed a permission slip for the Bikeright sessions being held 
on Tuesday 29th April.  If your child does NOT have a bike please let us know as the company 
may be able to bring some with them.  We will be encouraging all the children to ‘have a go’ 
but please let Mrs Carrington / office know if your child is not very confident cycling. 

Children can arrive at school this day in their PE kits. 

Foxes - Chasewater 

Please could children arrive at Chasewater in outdoor clothing (like you would wear for forest 
school) and bring a change of clothing NO CROCS please.  The activities the children will be 
taking part in are: Sit-on (a bit like canoeing), Archery, Bushcraft & Shelter building. 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them in 
advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

 

PLEASE NOTE: Foxes your PE days have changed 



 

School Attendance 31st - 4th April 2025 

Hedgehogs        98% 

Owls      98% 

Foxes        92% 

Whole School  96% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

 

59 

36 55 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for 
term time holidays. 

Impact of lateness   
 
Over a school year –   

 5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 
becoming anxious when they enter the classroom late. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 





Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 
 

Trip to Stafford Castle 

A lovely message from Abbie at Historic 
Stafford 

George B to Mrs Trumble as 
he was at the top of the 
castle: 

“Wow, this is a nice view!” 





No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 

Are humans animals? 

Ham or Cheese 

 Sandwich 



Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Friday 29th April Foxes - Bikeright - Please come to school in your PE kit 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Tuesday 6th May Foxes - Chasewater Activity day 

Thursday 8th May Year 4 parent timetables workshop 

Friday 9th May Academy Photography - Class & Leavers photographs 

Friday 9th May VE Day Celebrations 

Thursday 14th May Year 3 parent timetables workshop 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 20th June Sports Day & Family picnic - No Rounders Club 

Friday 18th July Last day of school - finish at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

  

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

VE Day Celebrations! 

On Friday 9th May we will be celebrating 80-years since VE Day! Children will be 
in their teams for a variety of activities. School uniform must be worn as we have 
school photos in the morning.  

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/















