
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 7th March 2025 

Key verse:  Be kind and loving to each other.  Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ. Ephesians 4:32  

Dear Families, 

This week marks the beginning of Lent in the church calendar. A 
time of preparation for Easter Sunday, when Christians will 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and the hope that brings. We 
enjoyed welcoming Chris Beardmore into worship on Wednesday 
to explain what lent means, and the importance of this time of 
year in the Christian calendar. 

Mr Atkins enjoyed visiting another school within our Trust on Tuesday. He met with 
other Early Years Teachers, they shared their good practice, and explored the classroom 
environment at Church Eaton. It is always good for staff to meet with other 
professionals and bring back ideas that can be put into practice here. 

We received a photo this week of the books we purchased being given to the children at 
the Care Centre in Mufambisa, South Africa. We are very grateful 
to the Link for Life team for taking them for us. Rev. Richard, said 
the books were very well received and that the children would be 
enjoying sharing them with one another.  The students will be 
giving some feedback from their visit at a special Hands at Work 
event on Sunday 6 April 6.30pm for 7pm at St Michael’s Church in 

Penkridge.  Please do go along if you can make it.  

Next week, will be continuing our assemblies on how our brains work, and we will be 
exploring autism. As an inclusive school, we want to ensure our pupils understand how 
we are all different and how we can celebrate this as well as supporting one another 
where we need to.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Mr H’s  

PE Stars 

Thomas 

Olivia R 

Pippa 

George 

Freya 

Elliott 

Well done! 

Parents' Evening 

1st & 2nd April 2025 

We will be joined by Alison Lloyd, our 
Education Mental Health Practitioner at 
Parents' Evening on Tuesday 1st April.  Alison 
will be available to chat to parents about the 
work her team does in school, and to discuss 
any concerns or questions you may have 
about your child's mental health.   

Booking sheets for Parents’ evening will be 
available closer to the date. 

A few resources for Lent: 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/
easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-
age-activities 

Car Park 

Please could be ask that 
parent/carers do not allow 
their children to play on the 
school car park.  Thank you 

Show & Tell 

Could we ask that children 
only send in show & tell items 
that are linked to their 
current learning, or if their 
teacher has specifically asked 
them to bring something in.  
Thank you 

Drinks Bottles 
Please make sure 
your child has a 
drinks bottle at 

school every day.  
It is important 

that they are clearly marked 
with the child’s name and 

that they can easily identify 
them so that they don’t drink 

from the wrong bottle. 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-age-activities
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-age-activities
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-age-activities


Thank you for 
supporting World 

Book Day, the 
children had a 
fabulous time 
admiring each 

others costumes. 



Foxes: 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: 

Expressive Arts & Design -  Make a junk model castle or mythical creature such as a unicorn or dragon. Paint p/
draw pictures of mermaids, knights and princesses. Talk about myths and legends. 

History - visit castles such as Ludlow or Tamworth and talk about their features. Draw a picture of a knight or cas-
tles and write labels for them. 

Maths - Create a time table for a day in the life of a princess, knight or dragon. Practice counting to 10 and remem-
bering number bonds to 5 and 10.  

English - Visit the library and find books about castles and the local history of Stafford and the surrounding area. 
Continue to practise name writing, letter formation and daily reading. 

PSHE - Encourage your child with their independence - dressing and undressing, washing hands properly and using 
a knife and fork correctly. 

Owls: 

History - Research and write some facts about Stafford Castle or another castle which you have visited. 

Design Technology -  use junk materials to make a model of a castle. Try to include features such as towers, turrets, 
keep, bailey etc. 

Science -  Can you find any signs of spring in your garden or local area? Write a list, take photos, or draw pictures 
to show what you find. 

Science - In school we are learning about growing, changing and survival. Can you find out how a camel/cactus 
survives in the desert or how a polar bear/penguin survives in the Arctic/Antarctic? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Create a water cycle experiment. Fill a large 
bowl with water. Put an empty pot in the    
middle of the water. Cover the bowl with film 
and place on a sunny windowsill for a few days. 
You should soon see the water start to        
evaporate, it will cool and condense on the film 
before falling into the empty pot as 'rain'. (take 
photos to email/bring in) 

Tell the story of the day a      
volcano erupted. You could write 
it or record it. For example, you 
might want to look at a volcano 
we have looked at together such 
as Mt Vesuvius or Mt Etna etc.  

Children should be accessing 
TT  Rockstars regularly to   
support their fluency in their 
times table knowledge. Please 
speak to Mrs  Carrington if 
you require the log in for 
this.  

Investigate different states of matter. Look 
around your house and make a list of different 
solids, liquids and gases that you can find. 

Make a 3D model of a volcano Draw a map showing where 
volcanoes are around the 
world.  



Dance Show 

Horse jumping 

Football 

Gymnastics 



SPELLINGS - WC  10.03.2025 

YEAR 3 

Adding the Prefix bi- (Meaning ‘two’ or ‘twice’) 
Adding the Prefix re- (Meaning ‘again’ or ‘back’) 

YEAR 4 

Word Families Based on Common Words, 
Showing How Words Are Related in Form and 

Meaning  

Vacancy 
Miss Parker will retiring at Easter after over 25 years of being at St Leonard’s.  We 
are now advertising for the role of a lunchtime supervisor if you are, or know of 

anyone, who is interested please speak to the office. 

phone 
phonics  

microphone 
telephone 

homophone 

real 

reality 

realistic 

unreal 

realisation 

bicycle 

biplane  

bisect 

bilingual 

biannual 

reappear 

redecorate 

reapply 

repay 

rebuild 



 

School Attendance 3rd - 7th March 2025 

Hedgehogs        95% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        98% 

Whole School  96% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

53 

113 

69 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them in 
advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

FOXES - you will still need your swimming kits on 
Fridays. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Why does the moon come out in the daytime, does it mean it is 
still night time?  - Darcie, Y4 

Darcie“ It’s confusing when it’s light outside 
but the moon is shining” 

Bow “If the moon is out in the day, why 
can’t we see the sun at night?” 

Matilda “the moon is always there, the sun 
just blocks it” 

Joel “The sun, moon and stars are always out 
you just can’t always see them” 

Myla “the moon is always there you just can’t 
see it because of the clouds” 

Orla “when you see the moon in the day maybe 
it’s because the sun is blocking it” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
Can you be happy and sad at 

the same time? 

After School Clubs 

Ark invoices 

All clubs and March after school care 
invoices are due for payment via your 

ParentPay accounts.  Thank you 

Owls have been working very hard in maths and 
have been using arrays to calculate 

multiplication facts. 





The children have been brilliant with their independent reading this week, spotting words all 
around the school. World Book Day also helped bring reading to life with lots of great costumes. 
We also acted out the Palm Sunday story and learnt about why everyone was excited by Jesus’s 
arrival in Jerusalem. We also found out why some people were angry about what was 
happening. In our understanding of the world we talked about what animals really exist and 
ones that don’t. 





No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has 
a school lunch it 
is important to 

keep your ParentPay account 
topped up with funds.  For 

children in our Nursery, Year 
3 and Year 4 there is a cost 
of £2.95 per day or £14.75 

per week. 

Next week we are learning 

‘Lord I lift your name on high’ 

Lord I Lift Your Name on High    

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw


Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Thursday 27th March Y2 parent English workshop 

Tuesday 1st April Parents evening 

Wednesday 2nd April Parents evening 

Thursday 3rd April Nursery parents stay & play email has been sent home 

Thursday 10th April 
Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

School closes at 1.30pm 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Tuesday 6th May Foxes - Chasewater Activity day 

Thursday 8th May Year 4 parent timetables workshop 

Thursday 14th May Year 3 parent timetables workshop 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 20th June Sports Day & Family picnic 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

  

Year 2 

12.03.2025 

Year 1 

19.03.2025 

Reception 

26.03.2025 

Nursery 

02.04.2025 







Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 


