
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 14th March 2025 

Key verse:  Be kind and loving to each other.  Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ. Ephesians 4:32  

Dear Families, 

Another week has flown by! Although it feels like we have been thrown back into 
winter. 

This week, Hedgehogs had a fantastic morning in the village hall. The PTA organised a 
Pop-Up Village experience as a result of our Christmas fund-raising. The children 
played on a construction site, super-market, concert, stage and in a dog groomers! It 
was great to see the children working together productively and enjoying the various 
set-ups. 

Foxes begun woodwork this week, putting saws and blocks to use as they begin making 
Roman chariots! It is great to see the variety of learning that takes place across the 
school in a week. Owls are also exploring construction in Design Technology and are 
looking at the features of houses, and this week were making hinges for doors. 

Next week, we are welcoming Chris Beardmore into school for worship - she will be 
introducing Mothering Sunday to the children, and looking at where the celebration 
comes from. We will be celebrating Mothering Sunday with a Pop-Up shop organised by 
the PTA to celebrate the wonderful women in our lives. We are also welcoming a team 
into school from Bonanza Creative who will be delivering workshops on carbon 
monoxide safety.  

We have started to notice a number of children not bringing reading books and diaries 
into school. Please ensure they come in every day so we can hear children read, we will 
also continue to change books on a Tuesday and Friday. Remember, that all children 
need to be reading at home around 4 times per week to support their learning in school. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Mr H’s  

PE Stars 
Xander 

Olivia J 

Ozzy 

Georgia 

Rowan 

Eliza 

Pippa 

George B 

 

Parents' Evening 

1st & 2nd April 2025 

We will be joined by Alison Lloyd, our 
Education Mental Health Practitioner at 
Parents' Evening on Tuesday 1st April.  Alison 
will be available to chat to parents about the 
work her team does in school, and to discuss 
any concerns or questions you may have 
about your child's mental health.   

Booking sheets for Parents’ evening are now 
available in the entrance hall. 

A few resources for Lent: 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/
easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-
age-activities 

Wednesday 2nd April 

Please note that due to 
parents evening Mindfulness 
club won’t be running 
children can use the Ark until 
4pm if needed. 

Ark will not be available for 
the 4-5pm slot. 

Den making and Easter crafts 
are just some of the activities 

taking place in After School Care 
this week. 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-age-activities
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-age-activities
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources/easter-toddler-and-primary-age-activities


Outstanding items on ParentPay 

Please check your ParentPay accounts to see if any of the following are outstanding: 

Nursery - March invoices, dinner money 

Reception - Stafford Castle trip 

Year 3 & Year 4 - Dinner money, Chasewater trip 

Clubs - Gardening & Chromebook 

Ark invoices 

Thank you, the Office 

Owls Requests 
 Please can we have cardboard boxes all sizes but no larger than a shoe box, tubes, egg 

cartons etc for a modelling activity in Class Owls.  

 Please could you return your permission slips for the trip to Stafford Castle. 

 Year 2 - I would like to invite one parent per Year 2 child to an English workshop at 
8.55am on Thursday 27th March, this should last no longer than 30 minutes.  Please let us 
know if you can/can’t attend via the sign up sheet in the entrance hall, sorry no younger 
siblings.   

Thank you ,Miss Laing. 

Thank you to everyone who submitted a 
design for the Perkins Eco-Awards! We 
have chosen to go with a puffin, which 
was suggested by a number of pupils - 
well done if this was you! In order to 

create our model, we now need to collect recycled materials.  
Please bring to the main office donations of: 
 Blue milk bottle lids 
 Old school shirts and t-shirts (white)    
 Old school trousers and dresses (black) 
 Chicken wire             
 Cardboard           String             Plastic bottles             Egg cartons            Newspaper, 

magazines, tissue paper 
 
We will be building our model during Ark, and will let parents know when this is starting so 
they can book a session. 
Thank you for your help. 

Foxes 

Please can you return your permission slips to the office for your trip to Chasewater, if you 
haven’t already done so. 

Thank you, Mrs Carrington 



Foxes: 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: 

Expressive Arts & Design -  Make a junk model castle or mythical creature such as a unicorn or dragon. Paint p/
draw pictures of mermaids, knights and princesses. Talk about myths and legends. 

History - visit castles such as Ludlow or Tamworth and talk about their features. Draw a picture of a knight or cas-
tles and write labels for them. 

Maths - Create a time table for a day in the life of a princess, knight or dragon. Practice counting to 10 and remem-
bering number bonds to 5 and 10.  

English - Visit the library and find books about castles and the local history of Stafford and the surrounding area. 
Continue to practise name writing, letter formation and daily reading. 

PSHE - Encourage your child with their independence - dressing and undressing, washing hands properly and using 
a knife and fork correctly. 

Owls: 

History - Research and write some facts about Stafford Castle or another castle which you have visited. 

Design Technology -  use junk materials to make a model of a castle. Try to include features such as towers, turrets, 
keep, bailey etc. 

Science -  Can you find any signs of spring in your garden or local area? Write a list, take photos, or draw pictures 
to show what you find. 

Science - In school we are learning about growing, changing and survival. Can you find out how a camel/cactus 
survives in the desert or how a polar bear/penguin survives in the Arctic/Antarctic? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Create a water cycle experiment. Fill a large 
bowl with water. Put an empty pot in the    
middle of the water. Cover the bowl with film 
and place on a sunny windowsill for a few days. 
You should soon see the water start to        
evaporate, it will cool and condense on the film 
before falling into the empty pot as 'rain'. (take 
photos to email/bring in) 

Tell the story of the day a      
volcano erupted. You could write 
it or record it. For example, you 
might want to look at a volcano 
we have looked at together such 
as Mt Vesuvius or Mt Etna etc.  

Children should be accessing 
TT  Rockstars regularly to   
support their fluency in their 
times table knowledge. Please 
speak to Mrs  Carrington if 
you require the log in for 
this.  

Investigate different states of matter. Look 
around your house and make a list of different 
solids, liquids and gases that you can find. 

Make a 3D model of a volcano Draw a map showing where 
volcanoes are around the 
world.  



Swimming Gymnastics 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 
Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 



SPELLINGS - WC  17.03.2025 

YEAR 3 

Words Ending with a /cher/ sound, spelt with 
‘ture’  

YEAR 4 

Adverbials of frequency and possibility  

regularly 

 occasionally 

 frequently 

 usually 

 rarely 

perhaps 

 maybe 

 certainly 

 possibly 

 probably 

lecture 

literature 

mature 

miniature 

mixture 

puncture  

sculpture 

signature 

temperature 

texture 

In RE we have been learning about sacrifices 
we might make for family and friends and 

what sacrifice they might make for us. 

In Science we have been investigating how 
much gas is released when we open a bottle 

of lemonade once it has been shaken! 





 

School Attendance 10th - 14th March 2025 

Hedgehogs        98% 

Owls      80% 

Foxes        98% 

Whole School  91% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

64 

79 

78 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them in 
advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

FOXES - you will still need your swimming kits on 
Fridays. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Mason “No” 

Matilda “Yes, because if you are sad, you 
might still be able to make yourself laugh” 

Rohan “You could be sad because it’s 
someone else's birthday, but you could be 
happy for them” 

Myla “Yes, you could be happy about having 
something new but sad that you have to 
wait” 

Romy “You could be sad if your brother has 
a new toy but happy if he shares it with 
you” 

Can you be happy and sad at the same time? 

Isla “Yes” 

Harry “Yes, because you could be happy to have 
a new house but sad about leaving the old one” 

Elise “Yes you could cry happy tears and sad 
tears” 

Orla “You could be happy because your mum 
has gone but happy when she comes back” 

Olivia J “You can look happy on the outside but 
feel sad on the inside” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
What came first the colour orange 

or the fruit orange?  - Belle Y3 

After School Clubs & Ark invoices 

All clubs and March after school care invoices are 
OVERDUE for payment via your ParentPay 

accounts.  Thank you 

Vacancy 
Miss Parker will retiring at Easter after over 25 years of being at St Leonard’s.  We 
are now advertising for the role of a lunchtime supervisor if you are, or know of 

anyone, who is interested please speak to the office. 





We have started to look at castles this week. 
We have found out what castles have been 

made out of including wood, stone and 
mud. The children have enjoyed learning 
about castles more through their play, 

particularly building castles with different 
loose parts and making mud bricks in the 
mud bricks in the mud kitchen. Nursery 
have been learning about the letter I and 
marching to the rhythm of the Grand Old 

Duke of York. In maths, Nursery, the 
children have been learning how to sort 
groups and Reception have been learning 
about the names of 3D shapes and their 

properties. Palm Sunday is still our theme 
in RE and we have been thinking about the 

symbolism of a palm cross and used our 
paper folding skills to make our own.  On 

Wednesday, Hedgehogs were given the 
opportunity to explore a play village in the 
village hall. The children loved dressing up, 

pretending to be doctors, dog groomers, 
builders and working in a supermarket. A 
big thank you to the PTFA for organising 

the morning. The children showed kindness, 
respect as they explored the different role 

play activities. 





No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Price Increase 

Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

We have been informed by our 
Edwards & ward our catering 

supplier that the cost of a school 
meal will rise to £3.20 after the 

Easter holidays. 

Next week we are learning 

‘Mighty to Save’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo 

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo


Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Thursday 27th March Y2 parent English workshop 

Tuesday 1st April Parents evening 

Wednesday 2nd April Parents evening 

Thursday 3rd April Nursery parents stay & play email has been sent home 

Thursday 10th April 
Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

School closes at 1.30pm 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Tuesday 6th May Foxes - Chasewater Activity day 

Thursday 8th May Year 4 parent timetables workshop 

Thursday 14th May Year 3 parent timetables workshop 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 20th June Sports Day & Family picnic 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

  

Year 1 Reception Nursery 











All information regarding days/
times etc is on the flyers attached 
and if you require any further 
information, please contact: 

Simon Birkedale 

T: 01543 753333 

E: simon.birkedale@chilloutclubs.c
om 

M: 07854 451979 

Chillout Youth Clubs available 
for young people in South 
Staffs for your information and 
wider sharing. 

  

Sessions are currently running 
in: 

Penkridge 

Huntington 

Great Wyrley 

Codsall 



Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 


