
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 7th February 2025 

Key verse: “Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear Families, 

There has been lots going on in school this week. We ended the week by welcoming Rev. 
Richard Westwood into school, along with Wolgarston student, Isabelle. They came to talk 
to the children more about the charity work they are part of in South Africa, and to 
collect the books the children have chosen to send to the children at the care centre in 
Mafambisa. We look forward to hearing more about the trip when the team returns. 

We also welcomed Severn Trent into school on Monday morning for an assembly on the 
water cleaning process. A number of Foxes were asked to read aloud - and wear some 
interesting head gear - as part of the presentation. It was a really informative session and 
we hope the children have taken lots away from it. 

Alison also called in for a lunchtime drop in this week to mark Children's Mental Health 
Week. Alison spent time with the children, talking to them about the importance of 
understanding their own feelings. She was very impressed by their articulation of this and 
is looking forward to her workshop with Foxes after half-term. 

Mrs Hubbard spent the day on Wednesday looking at writing from Owls and Foxes. She 
was really pleased with the progress in books, even taking photos of some writing to share 
with other schools! 

We wanted to raise awareness around Special Educational Needs through our Friday Post 
- please look out for the information graphics we will be sharing over the coming weeks.  

Next week, we look forward to welcoming you to our church service on Friday. Sadly, Rev. 
Manda has now moved on, so please wrap up warm as the heating will probably not be 
on! 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



 

School Attendance 3rd - 7th February 2025 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      96% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

99 

82 78 

 
Church - Friday 14th February 9.15am 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our service of Courage on 
Friday 14th February at St Leonard’s Church, Dunston.  We 
aim to arrive at church for 9.15am 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
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Well done! 



Foxes: 

 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Write a job advert for the position 
of a Roman Soldier. 

Hedgehogs: 

Writing - Write or paint your name in Chinese symbols. 

Writing - make a list of food you would order for a Chinese meal. 

Reading - look at labels of Chinese food in the supermarket and menus for Chinese takeaways 

Science - experiment freezing different objects. What happens when you freeze washing up liquid?  

Geography - Find China on a map or globe, look at pictures of people who live their or videos that explain what it is 
like to live there. 

Geography - help prepare a Chinese meal. What is the difference between rice noodles and egg noodles? 

Creative Arts & Design - Draw, paint or craft a Chinese Dragon. 

Owls: 

Science - What microhabitats can you find in your garden/local park etc? Try turning over stones and logs to see 
what is living underneath. Draw/write/photograph what you find and where you found it. 

Science - Go for a walk and look out for signs of winter. Draw/write/photograph what you find, e.g bare trees, frost 
etc. 

Geography - In class we are learning about the continent of Africa and the country of Kenya. The equator runs 
through Kenya. Use a world map to find another African country on the equator. Find out and write down some 
interesting facts about this country. 

Geography/Art - Look at some African patterns online. Can you create your own African pattern? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Choose at least five countries,  other 
than Britain, that were invaded by 
the Romans. Draw their flag and 

write an interesting fact about each 
country. 

Choose an aspect of Roman life: 
Roman Houses, Roman Baths, 

Roman Clothing or Roman 
Religion Create a fact file 

including  information and 
pictures. 

Research three musical instruments 
that the Romans played. Draw a 

picture and write one piece of 
information about each instrument. 

Which instruments would sound 
similar today? 

Children should be accessing TT Rockstars 
regularly to support their fluency in their 

times table knowledge. Please speak to Mrs 
Carrington if you require the log in for 

this. 



SPELLINGS - wc 10.02.2025 

YEAR 3 
Words with a/k sound spelt with 'ch' 

scheme 
chorus 
echo 

character 
ache 
chaos 

stomach 
chemistry 
orchestra 

technology 

YEAR 4 
Words with the /s/ sound spelt with the 'sc' 

science 
crescent 
discipline 
fascinate 

scent  
scissors 
ascent 
descent 

scientist  
scenery 



Throwing & catching 
games in PE 

We have painted and evaluated our Roman Pots 

We were investigating if the tightness of the string impacts on the pitch, by making our own 
guitars 

We worked with our partners to edit and improve each 
others writing 



 

Can the internet take us to new places? 

Fran“ It can and it can’t - the internet 
can’t get us to Egypt but it  can get you 
the tickets” 

Bow “Yes, it can help you to go to 
places” 

Teddy P “No, because even when you 
want it to, it doesn’t always work” 

Savannah “It can help you buy a holiday 
for £20” 

Aoife “Yes, to get where you 
want to go on a plane, the 
plane needs the internet” 

Joel Yes, you can make a phone call and use 
something called an app to take you to 
places” 

Ted H “Yes it can take you to new places as 
you can get a VR headset” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following 
question during Worship  on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
If you draw a letter, are you drawing or writing? 

- Erin, Y4 

Great news the PTFA have had 
confirmation from ‘ASDA Cashpot for 
Schools’ that together we have raised 

£195.88 for our PTFA funds - a huge thank 
you to everyone who supported us! 

ParentPay items 

The following items are due 
for payment on ParentPay: 

Dinner Money - Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 

Before School Club fees   

After School Care fees 

Foxes: Chasewater trip 

Please check your balances and make any 
outstanding payments asap. 

 Thank you 



Shooting 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Squirrels Swimming 

Swimming 

Football 

Swimming 



We are learning 
about Marco Polo 

We have been super helpful, helping 
Mr Ross to tidy up! 

We have made our 
own pasta! 

We have been pirates sailing the seven seas 

Nursery have been learning 
about shapes 

We have been writing 
messages to put in a 

bottle 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has 
a school lunch it 
is important to 
keep your ParentPay account 
topped up with funds.  For 

children in our Nursery, Year 
3 and Year 4 there is a cost of 
£2.95 per day or £14.75 per 

week. 

Next week we are learning 

‘One more step along the world I go’ 

One more step along the world I go (with Lyrics)   

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

Please note there is a change to the menu this week  - Miss Tina 
will be serving week two NOT week three as advertised. Thank you 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXV3dwaeNU


Severn Trent Assembly - all the children took part in an assembly on Monday held by 

Severn Trent Water, they learnt all about the water cleaning process. 

Mafambisa assembly 

Our Worship team passed over the books the 
children had chosen to Reverend Richard, Mrs 
Linney & Isabelle from Wolgarston High School to 
take to South Africa next week. 

https://8603050.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/

EfmsMYUGEbZKs3oXAJC2UrUBkBtongQZH7SMeJik25atMg?

rtime=q8XQVGxH3Ug 

We were shown how to do a special handshake that the children and adults do in South 
Africa. 

file://SLD-SVR-ADS-001/Staff/jbriganti/Documents/chrome-profile
file://SLD-SVR-ADS-001/Staff/jbriganti/Documents/chrome-profile
file://SLD-SVR-ADS-001/Staff/jbriganti/Documents/chrome-profile


Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Friday 14th February Church Service .– 9.15am everyone welcome 

Monday 17th February 

Friday 21st February 
Half term holidays 

Thursday 3rd April Nursery parents stay & play - more info to follow 

Thursday 10th April Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Tuesday 6th May Foxes - Chasewater Activity day 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who 
wear earrings MUST remove them in 

advance of school if they can not remove 
them, themselves.   

FOXES - you will need your swimming kits on 
Fridays. 














