
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 31st January 2025 

Key verse: “Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear Families, 

A shorter week in school, ending with a productive day of staff training. We are 
looking forward to implementing all we have learnt in the coming weeks.  

On Wednesday, we went into 'lockdown' as we practiced what we would do if there 
was a danger outside of school. The children followed staff direction brilliantly, and 
showed a real understanding of the importance of staying safe in school. We will 
repeat these practices annually, along with our termly fire drills. 

We also had our monthly visit from Shell Smith, who works for VIP Education, this 
week. Shell supports us with attendance and has been really pleased by the overall 
good levels of attendance across the school. Should you have any concerns or 
questions around attendance, Shell is available to meet with families. 

There has been lots of creative learning taking place across the school this week. 
Hedgehogs have been learning about how people around the world celebrate the 
Lunar New Year; they looked great in their red clothing yesterday! Owls have crafted 
some fantastic African headbands - they look fantastic! 
Finally, Foxes have been getting stuck into some clay 
work, inspired by the Romans. 

Next week, we have a visit from Severn Trent Water, last 
time they came we learnt about the sewerage systems! 
We look forward to finding out what the topic will be this 
time around. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



 

School Attendance 27th - 30th January 2025 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        96% 

Whole School  96% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

82 

103 

87 

Free on-line parent workshop from NSPCC 
A new Keeping Children Safe Online workshop provides parents 
and carers with information about how to support their child in 
their online world.  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-

safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/ 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/




Foxes: 

 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Write a job advert for the position 
of a Roman Soldier. 

Hedgehogs: 

Writing - Write or paint your name in Chinese symbols. 

Writing - make a list of food you would order for a Chinese meal. 

Reading - look at labels of Chinese food in the supermarket and menus for Chinese takeaways 

Science - experiment freezing different objects. What happens when you freeze washing up liquid?  

Geography - Find China on a map or globe, look at pictures of people who live their or videos that explain what it is 
like to live there. 

Geography - help prepare a Chinese meal. What is the difference between rice noodles and egg noodles? 

Creative Arts & Design - Draw, paint or craft a Chinese Dragon. 

Owls: 

Science - What microhabitats can you find in your garden/local park etc? Try turning over stones and logs to see 
what is living underneath. Draw/write/photograph what you find and where you found it. 

Science - Go for a walk and look out for signs of winter. Draw/write/photograph what you find, e.g bare trees, frost 
etc. 

Geography - In class we are learning about the continent of Africa and the country of Kenya. The equator runs 
through Kenya. Use a world map to find another African country on the equator. Find out and write down some 
interesting facts about this country. 

Geography/Art - Look at some African patterns online. Can you create your own African pattern? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Choose at least five countries,  other 
than Britain, that were invaded by 
the Romans. Draw their flag and 

write an interesting fact about each 
country. 

Choose an aspect of Roman life: 
Roman Houses, Roman Baths, 

Roman Clothing or Roman 
Religion Create a fact file 

including  information and 
pictures. 

Research three musical instruments 
that the Romans played. Draw a 

picture and write one piece of 
information about each instrument. 

Which instruments would sound 
similar today? 

Children should be accessing TT Rockstars 
regularly to support their fluency in their 

times table knowledge. Please speak to Mrs 
Carrington if you require the log in for 

this. 



Is it ever right to steal? 

Elise G“ No, if you’re playing with 
something it’s really mean to take it” 

Miles “No, You would go to jail” 

Ted H “Depends, if you are playing a game 
it’s different to going into a shop and 
stealing” 

Koby “No, if you steal a gem they’ll be poor” 

Marcie “No” 

Ruby “No, if something belongs to someone 
it’s not nice” 

Freya “No, they  might cry” 

Amelie “No, you could call a police officer” 

Alfie “No, it could lead to bad consequences” 

Finley “Depends if someone has stolen from you” 

Darcie “Depends, if some one lives with you 
you’ll find it but if it’s a stranger, no” 

Fran “If you are pickpocketing it’s classed as 
stealing, but I do it to my friends but I always 
give back” 

Rohan “If someone dropped something and they 
weren’t around you could always pick it up” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship  on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
Can the internet take us to new 

places? 

 

Xander  Harrison F  Orla 
 

Dexter  Ozzy  Amelie 



Owls are learning about microhabits in Science.  We went outside to see what we could 
find under stones and plant pots.  We collected woodlouse to make a colony. 

African inspired headbands 



It was officially Chinese new year this 
week so we celebrated on Thursday by 

eating spring rolls and hunting for 
fortune cookies. The children have 

continued to enjoy role playing 
Chinese stories and using loose parts 
to build houses, palaces and using 
hoops as fireworks to scare away 
Chinese monsters.  Nursery and 

Reception have both been creating 
‘Helicopter’ stories and the whole class 
have been excited to take part when 
we act out the stories altogether. In 
maths, Reception have been learning 

about the numbers 6, 7 and 8. Nursery 
are finding out about shapes and 

learning the ‘a’ grapheme in phonics. 
In our PSHE time, the children have 

been sorting things that are hot in our 
Staying Safe topic. 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has 
a school lunch it 
is important to 

keep your ParentPay account 
topped up with funds.  For 

children in our Nursery, Year 
3 and Year 4 there is a cost 
of £2.95 per day or £14.75 

per week. 

Next week we are learning 

‘One more step along the world I go’ 

One more step along the world I go (with Lyrics)   

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXV3dwaeNU


This week, we have been adding 
detail to our Roman pots.  

 

We looked closely at examples that have 
used a range of symmetrical patterns. 



Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Monday 17th February 

Friday 21st February 
Half term holidays 

Thursday 3rd April Nursery parents stay & play - more info to follow 

Thursday 10th April Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Tuesday 6th May Foxes - Chasewater Activity day 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them 
in advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

FOXES - you will need your swimming kits on 
Fridays. 
























