
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 17th January 2025 

Key verse: “Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear families, 

It has been another busy week with lots of additional activity taking place on-
site; you will have no doubt noticed the work being done on our fences! 

Our Year 2 children enjoyed a visit this week from a local NSPCC volunteer, 
Carol. Who delivered an additional session on Speak Out, Stay Safe. The 
children enjoyed the session and came away talking confidently about what 
they had learnt. 

Myself and Mrs Trumble met with the Worship Team and School Council this 
week. Both meetings were productive, the worship team writing a letter to the 
children at the Care Point in Mafambisa, South Africa. In the School Council 
meeting, the children discussed changes being made lunchtime including 
library and toilet passes, and the introduction of an indoor activity from 
12.30pm. 

We are currently reviewing our writing curriculum and have already made 
some positive changes in Foxes. Mrs Carrington spent Thursday carrying out 
some training to support this, and I had the pleasure of visiting another local 
school using the same approach on Monday morning. We are looking forward 
to spending our INSET day on January 31st carrying out further work on this. 

Next week, we are looking forward to welcoming Rev. Manda 
into school for a lunch time drop-in and worship. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 

31st January 
2025 is an Inset 
Day - school is 
closed to pupils. 



We have been continuing to ‘investigate sound’ 
listening to different sounds around school and 

have even made our own ‘telephones’! 

In ICT we have been learning about spreadsheets and have been 
inputting our own times tables data into them. 



RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 24th-26th January 2025 

Children have been learning about the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch.   

What is Big Garden Birdwatch?   

Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every year, 
hundreds of thousands of nature lovers take part, helping to build a picture of how garden birds 
are faring.  Please follow the link below to find out how you can join in with the campaign at 
home:  https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?
sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-
search&utm_campaign=bgbw-
2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAA
YASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds 

 

School Attendance 3th - 17th January 2025 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        99% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

In our worship team meeting, we wrote a letter to 
accompany the books we have chosen to send to the 
children at the Care Point in Mafambisa, South Africa. 
The team from Wolgarston are visiting in February and 
will take our donations. We used our letter to introduce 
ourselves and to explain our book choices. We are looking 
forward to hearing what the children make of the books. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


This week in Art, Owls have started to 
make their own African mask, this also ties 

in with their Geography topic too! 
Watch this space for the end result ….. 



Foxes: 

 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Write a job advert for the position 
of a Roman Soldier. 

Hedgehogs: 

Writing - Write or paint your name in Chinese symbols. 

Writing - make a list of food you would order for a Chinese meal. 

Reading - look at labels of Chinese food in the supermarket and menus for Chinese takeaways 

Science - experiment freezing different objects. What happens when you freeze washing up liquid?  

Geography - Find China on a map or globe, look at pictures of people who live their or videos that explain what it is 
like to live there. 

Geography - help prepare a Chinese meal. What is the difference between rice noodles and egg noodles? 

Creative Arts & Design - Draw, paint or craft a Chinese Dragon. 

Owls: 

Science - What microhabitats can you find in your garden/local park etc? Try turning over stones and logs to see 
what is living underneath. Draw/write/photograph what you find and where you found it. 

Science - Go for a walk and look out for signs of winter. Draw/write/photograph what you find, e.g bare trees, frost 
etc. 

Geography - In class we are learning about the continent of Africa and the country of Kenya. The equator runs 
through Kenya. Use a world map to find another African country on the equator. Find out and write down some 
interesting facts about this country. 

Geography/Art - Look at some African patterns online. Can you create your own African pattern? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Choose at least five countries,  other 
than Britain, that were invaded by 
the Romans. Draw their flag and 

write an interesting fact about each 
country. 

Choose an aspect of Roman life: 
Roman Houses, Roman Baths, 

Roman Clothing or Roman 
Religion Create a fact file 

including  information and 
pictures. 

Research three musical instruments 
that the Romans played. Draw a 

picture and write one piece of 
information about each instrument. 

Which instruments would sound 
similar today? 

Children should be accessing TT Rockstars 
regularly to support their fluency in their 

times table knowledge. Please speak to Mrs 
Carrington if you require the log in for 

this. 



 

66 85 

90 

Help us to fill our display! 

Thank you to everyone who has sent in photos of their child reading in 
an unusual place – please keep them coming! Email them to office@st-
leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Next week we are learning 

‘Strong & Courageous 

Strong and Courageous  

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

Carol from the NSPCC talked to the 
children having about situations that 

could harm them such as having no food, 
bullying or being physically hurt. She 

then talked about who is a trusted adult 
and the importance of talking to them 
i.e. if they don't speak up nothing will 
change. The children answered lots of 
questions around the subject she was 

talking about and retrieved lots of 
information from their NSPCC assembly. 
Carol went through the actions for the 

childline number that the children 
remembered from the assembly and a 
safe website that children can access. 
The children were given an activity 
booklet to start which they could 

continue at home. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI


Ark - Late collections 

We have had an increased number of 
pupils who are booked into Ark until 
4pm being collected after this. Please 
note, you will be charged for the 
second hour if you child is collected 
late. We appreciate there are times 
you may be running late for reasons 
beyond your control and ask that you 
call the office if this is the case. A 
separate late charge is in place if 
children are collected after 5pm.  

Fidget toys 

We have an increasing number of children 
bringing fidget toys into school. While we 
understand some children benefit from 
these, we ask that a discussion takes 
place with your child's class teacher 
about this prior to the toy coming into 
class - please make an appointment with 
the office to do this. Fidget toys which are 
too large, noisy and not used correctly 
can cause a distraction to others - if this 
is the case, teachers will remove them.  

Next Meeting 

Everyone is welcome to come along to the next PTFA meeting which 
is Monday 20th January at 4pm. 



Mr H’s  
PE Stars 

Jovie 
Mason 
Ted H 
Myla 
Aoife 

George 
Mason 
Freya 

Erin Bol 

Perkins Eco Award! 

 

We have been successful in our application to 
attend the Perkins Eco Awards in 2025. This is 
always a great event, and we have enjoyed 
attending for a number of years. 

 

The focus for the 2025 awards is “Endangered 
Species.” The challenge is to make a “life like” 
model of an animal which is “Endangered” due to 
environmental conditions in its natural habitat. 
The model has a max permissible size of 2m x 2m 
x 2m and must be made out of recycled materials 

. 

We would love your ideas and input on this - 
please send labelled drawings of your ideas to the 
school office by the end of January. 



Do you think that scientists are always right? 
Teddy P “No, because everyone makes 
mistakes” 

Rohan “No and everyone can make mistakes, 
but you can learn from them” 

Thomas “Scientists have to get proof before 
they can say they are right” 

Savannah “No, not always as scientists 
sometimes say that we are going to have 
thick snow and it never happens”  

Finley “No not really, Scientists say aliens 
are on the moon, but they have no proof” 

Lola “No, not always, not everyone is right, 
nobody is that smart” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the 
following question during Worship  on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
What colour would a zebra be if 

it lost all its stripes? 



To continue our learning about China, we transformed our role play area into a Chinese 
Takeaway and learnt how to prepare Chinese food. The children also enjoyed doing messy 
play with egg noodles and describing what they were like. We also continued to think about 
the Great Wall of China in our play outside using the sand and loose parts. Nursery have been 
practising s more in their phonics with lots of the children talking about the sound and where 
they see it. Learning about it has really helped children with s in their names with their 
writing. We have found out about what Chinese New Year is by reading The Great Race story 
and finding out why red is an important colour to the people of China. 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a 
school lunch it is 
important to keep 

your ParentPay account topped 
up with funds.  For children in 
our Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 
there is a cost of £2.95 per day 

or £14.75 per week. 

School Meal Price Increase 

We have been made aware by our 
school meal provider Edwards & 
Ward that there will be an increase 
to the price of a school meal.  From 
April 2025 the cost of a school meal 
will rise to £3.20 per meal for 
children in Nursery, Y3 & Y4 



 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Mrs Trumble and the school council met 
this week to discuss how we could 
improve lunchtimes. We talked about 
safety and what we could do to ensure 
everyone is safe at lunchtime. The children 
talked about how we could limit the 
number of children in the library and in 
the toilets at one time. The school council 
went back to their classes and introduced 
to their peers a new library pass and toilet 
pass. They thought these were a good idea because we could tell who had permission to be in 
the library and staff would know how many children would be using the toilets at any one 
time. This would make it safer if there was a fire. 

The children also talked about how an inside activity at lunchtime would benefit some 
children. Some selected doing arts and crafts while other suggested having some board games 
out. This week they decided to trial having some colouring sheets and activity sheets out. 

Lockdown practice 

 

As part of keeping 
everyone safe at school 
we regularly have fire 
drill practices - this 
month we will also 
practice our ‘lockdown 
procedures’ should the 
unlikely event happen. 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, 
eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into 

school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Monday 20th January @ 4pm PTFA meeting - everyone welcome to come along 

Friday 31st January Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 17th February 

Friday 21st February 
Half term holidays 

Thursday 10th April Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them 
in advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

FOXES - you will need your swimming kits on 
Fridays. 


















