
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 10th January 2025 

Key verse: “Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear families, 

We have had a great first week back in school, all be it a bit 
chilly! 

Our new topics have begun and children have enjoyed getting 
stuck into these. We put lots of supporting information on our website so you can 
understand the learning that is taking place in school. Please also see your child's 
homework tasks which can be brought into school and shared throughout the next half-
term. 

Thank you to everyone who has sent a reading picture into school for our display board - 
we love to see you enjoying books in all sorts of places, from Stafford Castle to cosy spots 
at home! Please continue to send photos in - either physical copies, or emailed to the 
office.  

On Monday, I shared images and information with the children about this year's chosen 
charity - Link for Life. They are based locally and work throughout the diocese to support 
the work of three Christian, non-profit organisations in Southern Africa – Hands at Work 
in Africa, The Baby Bear Project and Mercy Air. This week, our children have been choosing 
books to send to one of the projects in Mafambisa in South Africa with a team of students 
from Wolgarston High School. We look forward to welcoming the Wolgarston students into 
school later in the year to tell us about their trip and the impact of our support. 

Next week, we are welcoming a visitor from the NSPCC into school to lead a workshop 
with Year 2 children. This is building on the Speak Out, Stay Safe message delivered in 
school on Wednesday - do ask your children about this. The NSPCC have a great bank of 
resources online which parents can access. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Today, we went on a sound walk around school to see if we could find any 
objects that would vibrate. Back in the classroom, on each table, we set up 
one of the sounds to investigate: rice on a drum skin; ruler clamped to a 
desk; elastic bands to twang;  

We have been 
choosing the most 

appropriate 
conjunctions to 

add to our 
sentences 



Foxes: 

 

Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Write a job advert for the position 
of a Roman Soldier. 

Hedgehogs: 

Writing - Write or paint your name in Chinese symbols. 

Writing - make a list of food you would order for a Chinese meal. 

Reading - look at labels of Chinese food in the supermarket and menus for Chinese takeaways 

Science - experiment freezing different objects. What happens when you freeze washing up liquid?  

Geography - Find China on a map or globe, look at pictures of people who live their or videos that explain what it is 
like to live there. 

Geography - help prepare a Chinese meal. What is the difference between rice noodles and egg noodles? 

Creative Arts & Design - Draw, paint or craft a Chinese Dragon. 

Owls: 

Science - What microhabitats can you find in your garden/local park etc? Try turning over stones and logs to see 
what is living underneath. Draw/write/photograph what you find and where you found it. 

Science - Go for a walk and look out for signs of winter. Draw/write/photograph what you find, e.g bare trees, frost 
etc. 

Geography - In class we are learning about the continent of Africa and the country of Kenya. The equator runs 
through Kenya. Use a world map to find another African country on the equator. Find out and write down some 
interesting facts about this country. 

Geography/Art - Look at some African patterns online. Can you create your own African pattern? 

Maths - Numbots. Little and often is best to support fluency in number bonds. 

Choose at least five countries,  other 
than Britain, that were invaded by 
the Romans. Draw their flag and 

write an interesting fact about each 
country. 

Choose an aspect of Roman life: 
Roman Houses, Roman Baths, 

Roman Clothing or Roman 
Religion Create a fact file 

including  information and 
pictures. 

Research three musical instruments 
that the Romans played. Draw a 

picture and write one piece of 
information about each instrument. 

Which instruments would sound 
similar today? 

Children should be accessing TT Rockstars 
regularly to support their fluency in their 

times table knowledge. Please speak to Mrs 
Carrington if you require the log in for 

this. 



RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 24th-26th January 2025 

Children have been learning about the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch.   

What is Big Garden Birdwatch?   

Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every year, hundreds of 
thousands of nature lovers take part, helping to build a picture of how garden birds are 
faring.  Please follow the link below to find out how you can join in with the campaign at 
home:  https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?
sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-
search&utm_campaign=bgbw-
2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izND
EAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds 

Snacks in Ark 

Next week we will be starting Ark 
sessions with a small snack of 

biscuits and raisins. Children are 
welcome to bring their own snack if 

they prefer. We have purchased 
Gluten Free options too. 

January Invoices 
All invoices for The Ark after school 

care have now been issued.  Reminder 
that payment is due by Monday 13th 

January.  
If you need after school care and 

have not yet booked in, please 
contact the school office. 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

If your child is on our SEND register you should now have received updated ILPs or Pupil 
Passports. Please make an appointment with the office to see your child's class teacher if you 
would like to discuss these targets. For those children receiving Speech and Language 
support, the targets come from your child's therapist. If you are concerned about your child, 
or think they may have a special educational need, please speak to their class teacher.  

 

School Attendance 6th - 10th January 2025 

Hedgehogs        94% 

Owls      97% 

Foxes        93% 

Whole School  95% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=bwmith0230&utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=bgbw-2025&utm_content=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImeDcv7zpigMVL6NQBh35izNDEAAYASAAEgL4WfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
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Help us to fill our display! 

Every year, we fill our entrance hall display with photos of the 
children! This year we are asking you to send in photos of them reading 
in their favourite place. This could be at home, up a tree, in the library, 
on a beach or somewhere that will completely surprise us all! Photos 
can be emailed into the office, or hard copies can be sent in.  

Year 4 Middle School Applications 

Applications for Middle school will open from Friday 1st November.  All Year 4 
parents MUST apply for the next school of their choice. https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/

CitizenPortal/en?
_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4x

LjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA. 
Closing date for making an application is: 15th January 

This week we are learning 

‘Be bold, Be strong’ 

VBS SONG - BE BOLD, BE STRONG  

Click the link above to find the lyrics & music 

Lost Property 
We have 2 items of lost property 

that have been handed in.  If 
they are yours please see the 

office. 

https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRvCUz6KFB4


Mr H’s  
PE Stars 

Erin Br 
Maddie 
Georgia 

Joel 
Bow 

Xander 

Perkins Eco Award! 

 

We have been successful in our application to 
attend the Perkins Eco Awards in 2025. This is 
always a great event, and we have enjoyed 
attending for a number of years. 

 

The focus for the 2025 awards is “Endangered 
Species.” The challenge is to make a “life like” 
model of an animal which is “Endangered” due to 
environmental conditions in its natural habitat. 
The model has a max permissible size of 2m x 2m 
x 2m and must be made out of recycled materials 

. 

We would love your ideas and input on this - 
please send labelled drawings of your ideas to the 
school office by the end of January. 



How long do you think you will live for? 
Fran “It’s your choice, if you die it’s like 
going on an aeroplane to another world, life 
starts again” 

Lucas “If you eat good food, you will live for 
longer” 

Olivia R “It depends, it can be anywhere 
between older & younger as sometimes even 
babies die” 

Elsie G “If you eat too much chocolate you 
can die” 

Ralph “I’m going to live a 1000 years” 

Orla “I’m going to live 93 years - I counted 
down from 100 and I am 7” 

Savannah “I think I will die in my 90’s” 

Rohan “I don’t think we actually know, 
scientists don’t know, sometimes you just die, 
you could die tomorrow, you could 
reincarnate” 

Teddy P “You can live to 100, if you eat 
apples & oranges” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the 
following question during Worship  on Friday. 

 

BIG QUESTION 
Do you think that scientists are 

always right? 

The Reading 
Tree 

 

The school library is open every 
Friday afternoon at 3:10pm for 
parents & children to choose a 

book of their choice to take home.  
Returns can be brought back the 

following week. 

 

 

 

After School Clubs 
REMINDER: payment for after school clubs for 
the HALF term should be paid using ParentPay 
by Monday 13th to secure your child's place in 

the club.   
PLEASE NOTE that there are a few places left in 

all clubs with the exception of Chromebook 
which is currently full - please contact the 
office if you would like your child to join. 



Hedgehogs have really enjoyed being 
introduced to our new topic about China. 
The children have had some good ideas 
about what they want to learn about, 
particularly Chinese dragons. We spent 
lots of time learning about the Great 
Wall of China and Chinese palaces.  They 
are also starting to realise the 
importance of the colour red to the 
Chinese and created lanterns using red 
paper and fans using red card. Nursery 
have started learning the first graphemes 
and phonemes to start building their 
phonics knowledge ready to start reading 
and writing. Reception have continued to 
build their reading and writing 
independently during choosing time.  All 
of the children have loved the icy 
weather – exploring what happens 
outside when the temperature drops and 
experimenting with water and ice. 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a 
school lunch it is 
important to keep 

your ParentPay account topped 
up with funds.  For children in 
our Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 
there is a cost of £2.95 per day 

or £14.75 per week. 



 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

CURRENT NURSERY PARENTS - Reception 2025 

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 2026 
then you will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 
1st November 2024 the closing date is 15th January 2025. Applications should be 

made directly at https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?
_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4

xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA. 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to apply for a 
Reception place.  

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask them to give the 
office a call and book an appointment to look around our school with Miss Phillips. 

Topic Webs 
Don’t forget you can check 
out our website to find out 

what your child is currently 
learning in class. 

 
https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/ 
 

Once on our website go to the 
‘Curriculum tab’ and choose 

your current class. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Friday 31st January Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 17th February Half term holidays 

Thursday 10th April Easter Church celebration - everyone welcome 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

  

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 
Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove them 
in advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   

FOXES - you will need your swimming kits on 
Fridays. 
















