
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 6th December 2024 

Key verse: You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. Isiah 26.3  

Dear families, 

Yesterday we had a fantastic morning watching a pantomime production of 
Snow White! The children had a fantastic time, and the noise they produced 
was loud enough to be heard across the town! It was great to see them 
enjoying themselves as we begin the run up to Christmas. 

We started the week with three brilliant workshops led by Alison from the 
YouthNet. Each class explored the Christmas message through story-telling, 
play, craft and times of reflection. It was great to see the Christmas story 
coming to life, and the children engaging with it in their own way. We look 
forward to more sessions with Alison later in the school year. 

Our School Council and Worship Team wanted to help support our local 
foodbank following our harvest donations. We have set up 
a donation point in the entrance hall which you are 
welcome to drop items into in the run up to Christmas. We 
also welcomed Richard from the charity Link For Life, who 
support communities in Africa. We will be sharing details 
of how we can partner with this charity in the new year.   

Next week, we are go, go, go with our rehearsals for the Bossy Christmas Fairy 
- please return your requests for seats as soon as possible. We know you are in 
for a treat! 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Youth Net 

Each class explored the Christmas message through 
story-telling, play, craft and times of reflection. 



Science Experiment 

Foxes are investigating the 
strength of sun light. 



If you are doing your 
Christmas shopping on – 

line this year, don’t 
forget to go through 
Easyfundraising and 
help us to raise funds 
with no cost to you!  

PTFA Film Night 

Friday 13th December 2024 

We are looking for some willing helpers to lend a hand at the 
Children’s film night.  If you can help supervise the children 
and hand out snacks then please let Stacey or Laura know, 
alternatively email the office who will pass on your details. 

Asda Cashpot 

Thank you to everyone who supported the ASDA 
cashpot appeal - your shopping has raised a 

fantastic £195.88 at no cost to yourselves!! 

St Leonards School Dunston PTFA 

Christmas Post 

St Leonard’s post is now up and running!  
If children post their 

cards into the post box 
in the entrance hall they 
will be delivered to their 

friends!  Please make 
sure the child's name & 
class is on the envelope. 

Last post will be 
Thursday 19th December 

2024. 

Nativity Refreshments  

Wednesday 18th December 9.30am  

We are looking for some willing volunteers to help serve refreshments before the 
Christmas Nativity on Wednesday.  If you are able to help please contact 
the office.  Thank you. 

A massive thank 
you to everyone 
who supported the 
stalls at the 
Christmas light 
switch on last week.  Your gener-
osity helped us to raise £295.00 
and we still have the raffle to go!  



Owls have been getting 
festive this week decorating 
their class Christmas tree 
and a Christmasy themed 

PE lesson! 



 

School Attendance 2nd - 6th December 2024 

Hedgehogs        93% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        91% 

Whole School  93% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

 

68 

115 

108 

Help us to fill our display! 

Every year, we fill our entrance hall display with photos of the 
children! This year we are asking you to send in photos of them reading 
in their favourite place. This could be at home, up a tree, in the library, 
on a beach or somewhere that will completely surprise us all! Photos 
can be emailed into the office, or hard copies can be sent in.  

Year 4 Middle School Applications 

Applications for Middle school will open from Friday 1st November.  All Year 4 parents MUST 
apply for the next school of their choice. https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?

_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4x
LjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA. 

Closing date for making an application is: 15th January 

https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.


Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

HEDGEHOGS: We are looking how the world changes when you visit different parts of it.  

Art: Linked to hot countries in the first 2 weeks.  This could be to do with the African Savannah or Am-
azon Rainforest. Animals may include lions, zebra, elephant, hippos and rhinoceros. Snakes, chameleons, jaguars 
and parrots. In the 3rd and 4th week art could be linked to the Arctic and Antarctica. 

Understanding of the World: Children can find out what countries are really hot and really cold coun-
tries. Where the North and South Poles are. What do people look like who live in these places. 

Understanding of the World: Find out about the weather and how our weather changes and how the 
weather is different in other countries in places like Africa or Antarctica. How does this make people’s lives 
different? 

Maths: Recognising all of the numbers up to 5,  writing them correctly and linking them to correct 
amounts. Can the children find ways of grouping amounts in different ways? 

English: Recognising graphemes and phonemes in different animals they find out about.  Practise name 

OWLS 

Art:  Linked to our Gunpowder Plot topic,  can you create a firework display picture using paint and toilet 

roll tubes? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAa9drkEX4g 

History/Computing: Log into Purple Mash, (see login details in back of reading diary) go to 2Do folder and com-
plete the following two tasks:  Guy Fawkes Quiz/Fireworks art activity 

Design Technology: Design and make a Christmas card which has a simple moving part using a slider or a paper 
fastener, e.g a santa popping out of a chimney, a star moving across the sky above the stable. 

Science:  Draw and write about your favourite wild animal. Include the following information 

What type of animal is it? – mammal, reptile, amphibian etc 

What does it eat? – Is it a carnivore, herbivore, omnivore? 

Describe its habitat 

Maths: Numbots - little and often is best 

 
FOXES 

This half term in History, we will be stepping back in time to 1485, focussing on 
the Tudors. We will be looking at what life was like for a Tudor living all of those 
years ago, being a child during Tudor times and where Tudors lived, just to name a 
few! 

 You could use recycled materials that you find around the home e.g. a cereal 
box to create a Tudor house.  

 You may want to use pencil crayons, paints, materials to create a    collage!  

 You might want to create a menu, researching foods that may have been 
eaten during the Tudor times (maybe try some of these too...yum!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAa9drkEX4g


If your child has recently received an award they would like 
to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 

Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share 

Horse jumping 

Mr H’s  
PE Stars 

Freddie T 
Bow 
Ozzy 
Jovie 

Maddie 
Erin Bol 
Tommy 

Dance Show 



 

BIG QUESTION 
Why is it important to prepare 

for Christmas? 

Is there more happiness or sadness in the world? 

Savannah “It can be a mix of both but 
happiness and hope can over take sadness” 

Harrison EH “There are more happy people 
than sad because sad people don’t like being 
sad” 

Erin “It’s equal because people can change 

Fran “Equal amount, sometimes people act 
happy but are sad on the inside” 

Bow “It can depend on the season as people 
are happier in the summer” 

Alex “It’s equal because poorer places can be 
sad, it can depend if you are poor or not” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question 
during Worship next week 

Panto fun! 
 

Lots of shouting and laughter during yesterdays 
pantomime of Snow White! 



Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 19th December 2024 

Miss Tina will be serving a special Christmas 
lunch on Thursday 19th December (there will be 

no other option this day) and instead of the 
roast dinner on Wednesday 18th December it 

will be Mac & Cheese, Jacket Potato or Tomato 
Pasta. 

To enable Miss Tina to order enough food please 
would you complete the slip sent to you and 
return it to the office by no later than Friday 

6th December. 

Payment will be via your ParentPay account as 
normal for those in Nursery and years 3 and 4 

at the usual cost of £2.95, unless you are in 
receipt of Free School Meals.  Children in 

Reception and years 1 and 2 are entitled to 
Universal Free School meals and therefore there 

will be no charge. 
LAST CHANCE TO ORDER MONDAY 9th 

DECEMBER 

HEDGEHOGS & 
OWLS 

Christmas play 

 

Please can you start bringing in costumes for the  
Christmas Play from Monday onwards and by 
Friday 13th December at the latest. 

All children recently took home a letter outlining 
what we need.  If you are not sure please email 
the office. 

Many thanks, Miss Laing 



We have been finding out about animals from the 
polar regions and finding out how they are different 
to animals from other climates. We have been using 

our shape knowledge to make shape designs. Also Reception had Forest School and we are 
starting to get ready for Christmas. 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your ParentPay 
account topped up with funds.  For children in our Nursery, 

Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or £14.75 per 
week. 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove 
them in advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   



 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

CURRENT NURSERY PARENTS - Reception 2025 

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 2026 
then you will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 
1st November 2024 the closing date is 15th January 2025. Applications should be 

made directly at https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?
_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4

xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA. 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to apply for a 
Reception place.  

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask them to give the 
office a call and book an appointment to look around our school with Miss Phillips. 

 

This term in worship we are learning our 

Christmas songs: 

Sing Christingle - Sing Christingle  

It was on a starry night - It was on a Starry Night  

Jingle Bells - Jingle Bells with Lyrics | Christmas Songs HD | Christmas Songs and Carols  

Click the links to hear the music 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnJ2XKPD5FE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeRrAzapOQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CWJNqyub3o&list=PLI-is5tEGAnSAlFFQ3fEWvQistH_KDPRV


We are still looking for a cleaner at school, if you know of 
anyone please pass on the details below.  Thank you 



Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

On your child's forest school day, please send them 
to school dressed in old clothing you do not mind 

getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to 
change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers 

and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather - as it has now 
turned so cold hats, scarves & gloves are also recommended. 

Friday 13th December  PTFA Film Night - pick up 5pm 

Tuesday 17th December PM Christmas Play  

Wednesday 18th December AM Christmas Play  

Thursday 19th December Christmas Lunch 

Friday 20th December Wear Christmas Jumpers - School closes at 1.30pm 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 

Friday 31st January Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 17th February 

Friday 21st February 
Half term holidays 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

  

  

11/12/2024 

Nursery 



Learn to Swim This Winter!  

 

Join Now for only £10 and pay nothing more until January for swimming 

lessons at your local Freedom Leisure Centre!  

 

Swimming isn’t just a fun activity; it’s a lifesaving skill. Build confidence, stay 
active, and be ready to enjoy the water safely. Sign up today and make a 
splash!  
 

Don’t forget… All of our swimming lesson members get FREE open and lane 

sessions included!  

 

Offer ends soon – don’t miss out!  

 

Best Regards, 

Megan Brier  

Area Swim Manager – Derbyshire Dales, Stafford & Stone 

megan.brier@freedom-leisure.co.uk 

https://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/swimming-lessons-enquiry/
https://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/swimming-lessons-enquiry/
about:blank













