
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 20th December 2024 

Key verse: You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. Isiah 26.3  

Dear families, 

What a week it has been! Full of festivities, celebrations and 
an inspection! 

I am sure you will join with me in saying that the children's 
performance of The Bossy Christmas Fairy was excellent! 
The dancing, singing and acting were all wonderful, and the 
story was a kind reminder that Christmas is not about 
everything looking perfect, but celebrating the birth of a 
baby, with those we love.  

We have enjoyed a very special visit today from Father Christmas who joined our 
class parties to deliver gifts. The gifts have been kindly donated by our PTA using 
some of the funds raised during this term's events. We are very grateful to those 
who have stepped forward to support with PTA events this year, will be working 
together in the new year to plan more events and look at how the funds raised can 
support with the work we do in school.  

Alison Lloyd called in to join our Christmas dinner day on Thursday. As you know, 
Alison works for the Education Mental Health Support Team. The Team are available 
over the Christmas period should you wish to contact them - details can be found 
later in the Post.  

However you spend the Christmas break, I hope it is full of peace and joy. We all 
look forward to welcoming you back into school in January. 

Have a wonderful Christmas, 

Miss Phillips 









Delivering Christmas cards to our 
neighbours 





Goodbye & Good Luck! 

Today we have said a sad goodbye to 
Alex as he leaves us to start at 

another school - Good luck Alex! 

A huge thank you from the PTFA for all your support with fundraising over this festive 
season, you have helped us to raise £665.65!! A fantastic amount which will benefit all the 
children in the New Year. 
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Help us to fill our display! 

Every year, we fill our entrance hall display with photos of the 
children! This year we are asking you to send in photos of them reading 
in their favourite place. This could be at home, up a tree, in the library, 
on a beach or somewhere that will completely surprise us all! Photos 
can be emailed into the office, or hard copies can be sent in.  

Year 4 Middle School Applications 

Applications for Middle school will open from Friday 1st November.  All Year 4 parents MUST 
apply for the next school of their choice. https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?

_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4x
LjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA. 

Closing date for making an application is: 15th January 

https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.


Mr H’s  
PE Stars 

Dexter 
Summer 

Perkins Eco Award! 

We have been successful in our application to 
attend the Perkins Eco Awards in 2025. This is 
always a great event, and we have enjoyed 
attending for a number of years. 

 

The focus for the 2025 awards is “Endangered 
Species.” The challenge is to make a “life like” 
model of an animal which is “Endangered” due to 
environmental conditions in its natural habitat. 
The model has a max permissible size of 2m x 2m 
x 2m and must be made out of recycled materials 

. 

We would love your ideas and input on this - 
please send labelled drawings of your ideas to the 
school office by the end of January. 



Can you catch the wind? 
Fran “Yes, you are always catching it 
wherever you stand you are blocking it” 

Pippa “Yes, you catch it with your mouth” 

Georgie “The wind is catching the 
candles” (well spotted Georgie!) 

Ralph “If you left your door open you would 
catch it in your house! 

Lola “The wind is basically the air, you just 
can’t see it” 

Alex “You can’t see it physically but you 
catch it without noticing” 

Savanah “Anytime you breathe air in, that’s 
like the wind the same as when you blow 
into a balloon” 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question during Worship 
in the New Year 

 

BIG QUESTION 
How long do you think you 

will live for? 

Miss Phillips 
lighting our 

Advent wreath! 



Christmas party 
Making a stable from 

the wooden blocks 
Our end of term ‘big 

write’ 
Decorating biscuits 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your ParentPay 
account topped up with funds.  For children in our Nursery, 

Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or £14.75 per 
week. 

PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays 

Please tie long hair back and children who wear earrings MUST remove 
them in advance of school if they can not remove them, themselves.   



 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

CURRENT NURSERY PARENTS - Reception 2025 

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 2026 
then you will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 
1st November 2024 the closing date is 15th January 2025. Applications should be 

made directly at https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?
_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4

xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA. 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to apply for a 
Reception place.  

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask them to give the 
office a call and book an appointment to look around our school with Miss Phillips. 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Swimming Football 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.
https://ems.staffordshire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en?_gl=1*1x3jc6v*_ga*NzA1OTE3MzQ1LjE3Mjg1NDcwNzU.*_ga_L5SP43WS7L*MTczMjI3OTE1Mi42My4xLjE3MzIyNzkxODkuMC4wLjA.


We are still looking for a cleaner at school, if you know of 
anyone please pass on the details below.  Thank you 



Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 

Friday 31st January Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 17th February 

Friday 21st February 
Half term holidays 

Friday 11th April Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Monday 14th April 

Friday 25th April 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May May Day Bank holiday - School closed 

Monday 26th May 

Friday 30th May 
Half Term 

Monday 2nd June Inset Day - School closed to pupils 

Friday 18th July Last day of school 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Friday 29th August 
Summer Holidays 

Before School club will start 
back 8am on 6th January 2025. 
After school clubs and the Ark 

will also start the first day 
back! 










