
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 8th November 2024 

Key verse: You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. Isiah 26.3  

Dear families, 

We have had a fantastic week back in school - although it made me smile when one 
pupil said 'it's only the first week back?!' We must be packing plenty in to every 
opportunity! 

One thing we have loved over the past few weeks, has been seeing the children tackle 
our autumn leaves! They have loved working together to scoop, transport and pile 
them up, creating huge piles ready to be composted. Seeing the children playing 
productively and working to make a difference to the school environment has been 
wonderful - well done everyone! 

This week we welcomed Jo Yendole, from the Rising Brook Food Bank, back into 
school. Jo passed on her thanks for the generous donations and the children enjoyed 
hearing about the difference these made. During advent, we will be setting up a 
donation box in the entrance hall to enable us to continue supporting our local 
community. 

We are looking forward to marking Remembrance as a 
school on Monday. Children have begun to explore what 
this means in school this week. We are also looking 
forward to hosting Alison Lloyd's session - an 
introduction to worry - on Tuesday. This is open to 
anyone who would like to explore this topic further - 
whether your child is a worrier or not, there will no 
doubt be plenty of helpful tips to take away. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Use your child’s home learning tasks below to support 
their learning outside of school. Tasks should be 

brought in throughout the half-term to be shared 
and celebrated in class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4 
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and  comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

HEDGEHOGS: We are looking how the world changes when you visit different parts of it.  

Art: Linked to hot countries in the first 2 weeks.  This could be to do with the African Savannah or Am-
azon Rainforest. Animals may include lions, zebra, elephant, hippos and rhinoceros. Snakes, chameleons, jaguars 
and parrots. In the 3rd and 4th week art could be linked to the Arctic and Antarctica. 

Understanding of the World: Children can find out what countries are really hot and really cold coun-
tries. Where the North and South Poles are. What do people look like who live in these places. 

Understanding of the World: Find out about the weather and how our weather changes and how the 
weather is different in other countries in places like Africa or Antarctica. How does this make people’s lives 
different? 

Maths: Recognising all of the numbers up to 5,  writing them correctly and linking them to correct 
amounts. Can the children find ways of grouping amounts in different ways? 

English: Recognising graphemes and phonemes in different animals they find out about.  Practise name 

OWLS 

Art:  Linked to our Gunpowder Plot topic,  can you create a firework display picture using paint and toilet 

roll tubes? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAa9drkEX4g 

History/Computing: Log into Purple Mash, (see login details in back of reading diary) go to 2Do folder and com-
plete the following two tasks:  Guy Fawkes Quiz/Fireworks art activity 

Design Technology: Design and make a Christmas card which has a simple moving part using a slider or a paper 
fastener, e.g a santa popping out of a chimney, a star moving across the sky above the stable. 

Science:  Draw and write about your favourite wild animal. Include the following information 

What type of animal is it? – mammal, reptile, amphibian etc 

What does it eat? – Is it a carnivore, herbivore, omnivore? 

Describe its habitat 

Maths: Numbots - little and often is best 

 
FOXES 

This half term in History, we will be stepping back in time to 1485, focussing on 
the Tudors. We will be looking at what life was like for a Tudor living all of those 
years ago, being a child during Tudor times and where Tudors lived, just to name a 
few! 

 You could use recycled materials that you find around the home e.g. a cereal 
box to create a Tudor house.  

 You may want to use pencil crayons, paints, materials to create a    collage!  

 You might want to create a menu, researching foods that may have been 
eaten during the Tudor times (maybe try some of these too...yum!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAa9drkEX4g


Next week in worship we are singing 

“God Suit” 

Cheeky Pandas | DANCE WITH HERBIE: God Suit On  

 Click the link above to hear the music 

An introduction to Worry 

Tuesday 12th November 9am - 10am 

Alison Lloyd, our Education Mental Health Practitioner, will be running a workshop for 
parents. 

 What is worry 

 How to talk to your child about their worries 

 Ways to manage worries at home 

There is  a sign up sheet in the entrance hall the 
workshop is open to family members too. 

Alison frequently spends time with our children at 
lunchtime, children love to sit and colour & chat with 
her. 

Thank you! 
Many thanks to 
the Garwood 

family for their 
kind ‘Memory Games’ 

donations.  Class Hedgehogs 
will enjoy them very much! 

Poppy Appeal items are on sale in 
the entrance hall - payment 
amount is at your discretion 

 

Reminder Christmas Card & 
Gifts order 

Deadline for making your on-line 
Christmas card and gift orders is 
Tuesday 12th November.  With any 

proceeds made going to PTFA funds. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhRvejJV7_8


Foodbank assembly 

Jo from Rising Brook Food Bank visited us this week to 
answer the children’s questions about where their 
Harvest food donations went.   The children asked very 
varied questions! 

How long does a food parcel last? 

How big is a food parcel? 

Do you give away hamburgers? 

Do you have to throw anything away? 

When do you hand out most of the food parcels? 

Do you have tinned pineapple? 

Is it just food parcels as some people might be cold? 

Christmas play 

Some children will have brought home some words to 
learn for the Christmas play.  More information will be 
coming out soon about costumes, if they are needed.   

Many thanks, Miss Laing 

Reminders 

Please note: children who wear earrings MUST remove them 
for PE - if they can not be removed yet, then please send them 
with tape to cover them up. 

Long hair must be tied back in a bobble. 

Drinks bottles must to be sent to school everyday - we do not 
keep spare bottles due to hygiene. 

Thank you 

Help us to fill our display! 

 

Every year, we fill our entrance hall display with photos of 
the children! This year we are asking you to send in photos 
of them reading in their favourite place. This could be at 
home, up a tree, in the library, on a beach or somewhere 
that will completely surprise us all! Photos can be emailed 
into the office, or hard copies can be sent in.  



 

School Attendance 4th - 8th November 2024 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls      98% 

Foxes        96% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

 

73 77 

147 

After School Clubs - Autumn 2 2024 
 

Monday Chromebook (FULL) Wednesday Choir 

Thursday Basketball  Friday Football 
 

Please note the change of day for Choir Club 
 

Payment for clubs is now on ParentPay please pay by Monday 11th November. 

 

 There is NO football club on Friday 29th November (you have not been charged) due to 
the Christmas light switch on - Ark will be available, for those that will need it, please 

book in with the office. 

Contact the office should you child wish to take part in any of the clubs except Chrome-
book which is now full. 



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Football Swimming 
Motor Racing 

Horse jumping 



 

In Design Technology, Owls are learning 
about mechanisms and will be making lots 
of moving pictures using levers, pivots and 

sliders. To tie in with Remembrance Day, we 
began by making these lovely moving 

poppies, using a paper fastener as a pivot. 



It has been a busy week of learning in Hedgehogs. We have thought very creatively about 
Bonfire Night and created firework movements with our bodies and firework prints with 

different paints to see how they mix. Reception have also spent some time thinking about how to 
stay safe when watching a fireworks display. The children are trying really hard with their 

mark making. Their name writing is becoming more accurate and some of the reception children 
are writing harder to read and spell words independently. We have also started to find out 

about animals that live in hot countries and found out about the African savannah. 



Year 3 enjoyed spending time 
in the Reading Tree this week. 

Forest School learning for Year 4 



Foxes have been discussing the importance of food 
hygiene, we ensured that our surfaces were clean, 
our hands were washed and we had the correct 
equipment needed to make our fruit salad. We 

worked well in groups to create a yummy snack! 



Reception 2025 

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 2026 then you 
will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 1st November 2024 

the closing date is 15th January 2025. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to apply for a 
Reception place.  

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask them to give 
the office a call and book an appointment to look around our school with Miss Phillips. 

Year 4 Middle School Applications 

Applications for Middle school will open from Friday 1st November.  All Year 4 
parents MUST apply for the next school of their choice. https://

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-
admission-to-school.aspx 

A few weeks ago, there was a meeting for anyone interested in 
being part of the PTFA. Unfortunately, there was no interest. We understand 
that some people have other commitments and may have found it difficult 
to attend. Since then, we have had a few people show interest in helping, 

which is fantastic and really appreciated. 
In the past the PTFA have been responsible for events, activities and gifts 
such as the climbing wall, money towards school trips, Easter egg hunts, 

movie night, discos, Christmas gifts and more. 
The PTFA is a charity that needs help from parents and family members, 

without the support of those connected to the school, it simply isn’t possible 
to put on events as we would like. When we ask for support, it may be in 
the form of donations, your time or even just suggestions and feedback. 
If you have any questions or suggestions please email ptfa@st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk or speak to the office. 
Friday 15th November is non-uniform day in exchange for a chocolate 

donation for a tombola. 
If anyone would anyone be willing to help on a stall at the Christmas tree 

light switch on Friday 29th November please let the office know. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx


No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your 
ParentPay account topped up with funds.  For children in our 

Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or £14.75 
per week. 

Do you like to write stories? 

"Write a story you would love to read". BBC's 500 Words, the UK's 
largest children's writing competition for children aged 5-11, is open for entries 
now! Submit before the competition closes at 9pm on Friday 8 November 2024.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

BIG QUESTION 
Why should we respect someone 
even if they are different to us? 

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question 
during Worship next week 

Who decides what we should remember? 

Alex “Yourself, if someone says you can’t, 
they can’t tell you it’s up to you” 

Dexter “Yourself, some people don’t celebrate 
Christmas but they can’t tell you not to” 

Freddie T “If someone dies in your family you 
would want to remember” 

Joel “God created the world” 

Alfie “You don’t have to remember everything” 

Orla “You decide yourself we are all unique it’s 
up to you” 

Vinnie “Jesus created our good food” 

Myla “If something bad happens you might not 
want to remember it, you might only want to 
remember good things” 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursday & Friday 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old clothing you do not 
mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at 

school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Tuesday 12th November An introduction to worry - parent workshop 9-10am 

Friday 15th November Non-uniform day in exchange for a chocolate donation 

Tuesday 26th November Foxes trip to Ancient High House 

Friday 29th November Christingle & Christmas lights switch on gates open 2:45pm 

Tuesday 17th December PM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Wednesday 18th December AM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Thursday 19th December Christmas Lunch 

Friday 20th December Wear Christmas Jumpers - School closes at 1.30pm 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 

  

  

  

  

  







Do you shop at ASDA? If so we need 

you to help us raise funds at no cost to you!! 
Between 2nd September and 30th November 
2024, every time customers shop with Asda 
using their Rewards app, they can choose a 
primary school to receive a percentage of 

their spend. And that’s not all — every time 
a customer chooses St Leonard’s, Asda will 

donate £1 to your school’s Cashpot  
All you need to do is to follow the steps 
below and choose our school (use our 

postcode ST18 9AG) on their App.   As this 
doesn’t apply to high schools please pass our 
school name on to any friends and family. - 

We have currently already raised £79.00 
Thank you!! 








