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Friday 15th November 2024
Our School Value: Trust

Key verse: You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. Isiah 26.3

Dear families,

We have had a brilliant week in school, packed as ever! We started the week with a
Remembrance service, giving thanks for those who have fought for our safety and freedom,
and remembering those who are still at war today. We created a beautiful wreath which
you hopefully saw on display outside school.

On Wednesday, we welcomed a new friend into school -
Chris who is a Reader, from St Michael's Church,
Penkridge. Chris led a fantastic time of worship, and
encouraged the children to think a more deeply about this
half-term's value of trust. Children reflected on the
importance of having trusted adults and friends in their
lives. They also thought about when it is OK to keep a
secret, and when it isn't.

We also welcomed a new reading volunteer into school on Wednesday afternoon. Reading
is at the heart of our curriculum, and we would love to welcome more volunteers into
school to support with this. If you - or a family member - are interested, please let myself
or the office know.

Next week, there is much to look forward to, including a special PE lesson on Friday for
Foxes children in which they will be learning new skills to pass onto others, and taking
part in a Pentathlon! Thank you to Mrs Carrington for organising this event.

It's that time of year when there are lots of bugs and germs in the air. We continue to
encourage good hand-washing and personal hygiene in school, and would ask that these
messages are reinforced at home.

Have a wonderful weekend,

Miss Phillips

'(‘5‘5 Fir
& % Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, ™ Staffordshire
& 3 St Leonard’s First School & Nursery, - . .
f School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG Unn&ersu_ty
Tel: 01785 712488 Academies
A E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk Trust
Uun‘_tl,;‘o‘\ ,.-———""—'_-—_'



Use your child's home learning tasks below to support
Home their learning outside of school. Tasks should be

-7 .
brought in throughout the half-term to be shared
‘,q WLearmng and celebrated in class.

" A// Thank you!

HEDGEHOGS: We are looking how the world changes when you visit different parts of it.

éAr'r Linked to hot countries in the first 2 weeks. This could be to do with the African Savannah or Am- E
éazon Rainforest. Animals may include lions, zebra, elephant, hippos and rhinoceros. Snakes, chameleons, Jaguar‘s
-and parrots. In the 3rd and 4th week art could be linked to the Arctic and Antarctica.

EUnderstanqu of the World: Children can find out what countries are really hot and really cold coun-
- tries. Where the North and South Poles are. What do people look like who live in these places.

- Understanding of the World: Find out about the weather and how our weather changes and how the
- weather is different in other countries in places like Africa or Antarctica. How does this make people’s lives
- different?

;Mafhs: Recognising all of the numbers up to 5, writing them correctly and linking them to correct
- amounts. Can the children find ways of grouping amounts in different ways?

EEnglish: Recognising graphemes and phonemes in different animals they find out about. Practise name

| Art: Linked to our Gunpowder Plot topic, can you create a firework display picture using paint and toilet
| roll tubes? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAa9drkEX4g

| History/Computing: Log into Purple Mash, (see login details in back of reading diary) go to 2Do folder and com-
| plete the following two tasks: Guy Fawkes Quiz/Fireworks art activity

I Design Technology: Design and make a Christmas card which has a simple moving part using a slider or a paper
fastener, e.g a santa popping out of a chimney, a star moving across the sky above the stable.

 Science: Draw and write about your favourite wild animal. Include the following information
| What type of animal is it? - mammal, reptile, amphibian etc

! What does it eat? - Is it a carnivore, herbivore, omnivore?

! Describe its habitat

I
| Maths: Numbots - little and often is best

FOXES

years ago, bemg a child during Tudor times and where Tudors lived, just o name a
few!

. You could use recycled materials that you find around the home e.g. a cereal
box to create a Tudor house.

. You may want to use pencil crayons, paints, materials to create a collage!

. You might want to create a menu, researching foods that may have been
eaten during the Tudor times (maybe try some of these too...yum!)

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 4
times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and comprehension.

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAa9drkEX4g

This term in worship we are learning our

Christmas songs:

Sing Christingle - Sing Christingle

It was on a starry night - It was on a Starry Night

Jingle Bells - Jingle Bells with Lyrics | Christmas Songs HD | Christmas Songs and
Carols

Click the links to hear the music

Christingles
Christmas play

Please can all
children bring an Some children will have
orange into school for

Thursday 28th
November. On Friday 29th

November, we will be gathering in

brought home some words

to learn for the Christmas

play. More information will

be coming out soon about costumes, if they are needed.
our Teams ahead of our ‘Christmas

Light Switch-On’ to make our Many thanks, Miss Laing

Christingles.

Not long left to support us with no cost
to yourselves!!!

Do you ShOp at ASDA? If so we need you

to help us raise funds at no cost to you!! Between
2nd September and 30th November 2024, every time
customers shop with Asda using their Rewards app,

they can choose a primary school to receive a
percentage of their spend. And that’s not all — every
time a customer chooses St Leonard’s, Asda donate
£1 to our school’s Cashpot
All you need to do is to follow the steps below and
choose our school (use our postcode ST18 9AG) on
their App. As this doesn’t apply to high schools

please pass our school name on to any friends and

family. - We have currently already raised
£159.84 Thank you!!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnJ2XKPD5FE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeRrAzapOQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CWJNqyub3o&list=PLI-is5tEGAnSAlFFQ3fEWvQistH_KDPRV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CWJNqyub3o&list=PLI-is5tEGAnSAlFFQ3fEWvQistH_KDPRV

Children and staff held a
Remembrance Service on
Tuesday, they created a
beautiful wreath with
poppies and messages of
thanks

They shall grow not old, .
as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn; .
At the going down
of the sun,

and in the morning,
We will remember them!




\ Could you spare an hour of your time on the af-
Y ternoon of Friday 29th November to help us at
i | L r the Christmas tree light switch on? ‘
r T W' If so, please get in touch by emailing either PTFA@st-leonards-
5-1 r t* 2 dunston.staffs.sch.uk or office@st-leoanrds-dunston.staffs.sch.uk,
your help would be very much appreciated.

Christmas Jumpers Christmas Decoration Competition

5th December Every year we decorate our Christmas Tree with home
made, eco-decorations created by our children. They
always make for a wonderful festive display!

Children can wear a Christmas
jumper with their usual school

trousers/skirts on Thursday 5th Entries will be £2.00 each. Please note money will need
December as they will be to go directly to our PTFA by putting the money in an
watching the pantomime ‘Snow envelope with your child's name on the outside and
White'. placing it in the PTFA box in the main office.

A payment of £7.00 is now due on Children of all ages can enter and everyone can enter

more than once. We are looking forward to seeing your

ParentPay.

creations. Please have your finished decoration in school
by Monday 27th November - there are prizes to be won -
one per class!

If you are doing your
L] - -
. Christmas shopping  * BRI
> means more than just gifts ° IR
Raise FREE donations for S through

Easyfundraising and
‘*’ F e L0 help us to raise funds
2 eas raising
WP WILH L ret it e with no cost to you!
= e L

A
-

" You Shop. 6,100 sites will Donate to us. For Free
ebay ([l ME&S  ceowon BB scokescom
bugodh sy il redletier  waTAgSE
Iceland cen@eewn CQSOS === GAME
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We have 3 CO2 monitors that are
free to a good home!
Please call into the office

EVERYONE WELCOME
Parent / Carer Christmas Meal
7th December at 1:30pm

Mums Emma & Laura, Class Foxes &

|

i

i

!

| *SWITCH ON'%
. EVERYONE WELCOME*
N

|

I

i

3*: HOT DRINKS, BAKE SALE,
* STALLS, GAMES AND

MUSIC FROM THE SCHOOL CHOIR.
w

. Hedgehogs are organising a parent/carer
Christmas Meal at The Swan at Whiston
(menu below)

" 0 : If you would like to attend please place a

é w
Deposits need to be in no later than 28th

A A 5 5 5 L sSs November 2024.

£5 deposit in an envelope along with your
meal choice and place it in the PTFA letter
box in the entrance hall.

: i The Swan Inn, Whiston Christmas Fayre 2024 Booking Form
The Swan at Whiston Christmas Fayre Menu 2024

elaw. A nan-returnable

2 COURSES £26.095 3 COURSES £30.15

Starters:

Black Pudding Stack French Onion Soup Breaded Beie Wedge

Cauifower Bites

Roast Tursey e vy P Bee! Bourgmgnor

Crvckoen Brogss Salmon en Cronte Vegrtatie Wilngton

Hurast Potatoss | Caulilcwnr Cheese Pigs b= Brardorts

D

T Brad & Doty -
Brwadt & Butter
“hristras Puddn, 14 heesecan
Chwistmas Puddng | Pusding C v

Panacotta { Trife




School Attendance 11th - 15th November 2024

0
Hedgehogs 88% Whole School 91%
Owls 92%
The National target for attendance, as set
Foxes 90% out in guidance from the DFE is 95%

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays.

Help us to fill our display!

Every year, we fill our entrance hall display with photos of the
children! This year we are asking you to send in photos of them reading

in their favourite place. This could be at home, up a tree, in the library,
on a beach or somewhere that will completely surprise us all! Photos
can be emailed into the office, or hard copies can be sent in.

\‘; : s =

After School Clubs & After School Care- payment reminder

Payment is now overdue for those children who are attending after school

clubs & Ark, if you haven’t already done so please pay via your ParentPay ac-

counts.
\.,rx.'G‘q/’%
There is NO football club on Friday 29th November (you have not been charged) ;.ﬁ %
due to the Christmas light switch on - Ark will be available, for those that will need = p H

it, please book in with the office.

Contact the office should you child wish to take part in any of the clubs except Chromebook
which is now full.

Weally house Poimt el
02k 2 214

Holly




Children who attend Ark or an after school club can bring a
small snack to eat beforehand if they wish.

4
4

Football

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers,
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday.



HEDGEHOGS

In Hedgehogs we are continuing to build on
our work about animals from different
countries. We read ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’
and this inspired us with our play. The
children have been painting giraffes and
creating animal houses for giraffes and
monkeys using the loose parts. Reception are
trying hard to use their number knowledge
in their play and use their growing
confidence in phonics to complete reading
challenges independently. In RE, we are
continuing to talk about the Nativity story.
We introduced the characters and told the
children what parts they will be playing in
our Christmas Play,




o - Please could you bring in a plastic box with a lid on Tuesday 19th -
FOXES g November for jam tarts they will be making (no need for u
ingredients to be sent in) Thank you Mrs Carrington l?

-

\




Year 1 have been using tens and ones in maths and were challenged to partition a 2-digit
number in lots of different ways.

In Design & Technology, Owls are continuing to think about mechanisms
and have been creating more moving pictures. This week we linked our
work to The Bog Baby story which we read as part of our English lessons.
We used a slider mechanism to make pictures of the bog baby moving
across the pond.

All the children who are attending
keyboard sessions on a Wednesday are
sounding good when playing Jingle
Bells!




CURRENT NURSERY PARENTS - Reception 2025

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 2026 then you
will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 1st November 2024
the closing date is 15th January 2025. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to apply for a
Reception place.

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask them to give
the office a call and book an appointment to look around our school with Miss Phillips.

W

WORKPLACE

Cleaner Required

Job Title: Cleaning Operative
Job Type: Part Time/Permanent
Part Time Hours: 11 ' hours per week
Rate of Pay: £11.44 per hour
Schedule: Monday to Friday

Location
School Lane, Dunston
Stafford
Staffordshire
ST18 9AG

Experience: School Cleaning - 1 year {preferred)

if you would like to apply for this job, please contact Lisa Jones using the below contact detalis:
Telephone: 07776955936

Email: acmannth@workplace.co.uk

Imlailigent Warkplace Soluons Uil "o ot el D% s 400 Siaten Rood Twylard, Asacing Decdcchirs B3G50 96T
OB 541 174D ¢t helpmeaworkploce couk s wok pos s P
b v VITALE Compary Regishulon No. 8737792



https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx

4 PE Days A

Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days.
Hedgehogs - Fridays Owls - Thursdays & Fridays Foxes - Thursdays & Fridays p
| U

Children who wear earrings MUST remove them in advance of school if they can £ &
not remove them themselves.

- J

(If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your ParentPay ac-
@ count topped up with funds. For children in our Nursery, Year

ParentPay 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or £14.75 per week.

. J

WC 77th November - Week TWO{

1 yron ! vtk wo 2 e T
':'S Margharite Piase with Jacket Wedges (V) Margherite Plusa with Jacket Wedges (V) Margharite Pleas with Jacket Wedges (V)
;g Veg of the Day Veg of tha Day Vog of the Duy §
e vanilla Tharthrend (Ve) Chacslute Tharthenad (Vo) Sultana Sharthread (Ve) s
| ¥
~
] >
‘ﬂ
5= | Pork or Veggie (Vo) Suasages with Mash & Gravy Sawiage Roll with Mash & Gravy Chicken Mestballs with Mash & Gravy !
= Vag of the Duy Vey of the Day Vog of the Duy :
i : : l"lc Sponge v) Carvat Cake (V) P-Nc"lt Upide Down Cake (V) }
— ;
| S Roart of the Dag with Rearties b Gravy Roart of the Day with Rearties & Gravy Roast of the Dag with Roarties & Gravy
}z Vg of the Dey Veg of the Day Veg of tha Day
| = delly (ve) Jelly tve) Selly (ve)
—
| = Penne with Beef Bolognese Mac & Choese (V) Mac & Cheese (V)
; Vg of the Day Vg of the Day Veg of the Day
| s Sultana Flapjack (Ve) Apple Flapjack (ve) Flapjack (ve)
——t
= Fish Fingers or Salmon Fish Fingers with Chips Fish Fingers or Salmon Fish Fingers with Chips Fish Fingers or Salmon Fish Fingers with Chips
- Veg of the Duy Vg of the Day Vay of the Day
vanilis tce Croam with Banana (V) Vanilla 1ce Croam with Banana (V) Vanilla ice Croam with Banana (V)
S TVNA MNONS, ANNA VWA NN A S04, TIN0SA. MDA NN, TV WA IO, N0 W, W4 WM
SRS T DA Vi WA WY
Choice of Classic Tomato Pasta or Filled Jacket Potatoes also available daily
along with freshly baked bread, salod, fresh fruit, yoghurty, jelly and fresh drinking water

\
No nuts please

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products

containing nuts into school for break or lunch times. Thank you for your co-operation.

J




Why should we respect someone JEERTIYN:
even if they are different to us? RESPECT&

Savannah “Even if people are different to us

FANTIBULLYINGWEEK

Xander “We should treat everyone like you would

we should still respect them, treat everyone want to be treated”
the same”

Fran “We should all be treated the same but some
Alfie “We should respect everyone in the people need a little more help”
world Ted H “Even is someone has different skin they
Lola “We aren’t all the same but we can still are still the same on the inside”
be friends” Elsie G ‘Even if they have different skin you still

Alex “Even if people look different, we still

share the same world”

n
respect

Richard “If you get hurt love everyone”

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following question

during Worship next week

Should cars stop for people, or
should people stop for cars?

BIG QUESTION

Road
Safety
Week

Our Safeguarding Team
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Should you hear or see something that concerns you,
please contact the office to speak to either of them.

Please search for
St Leonards First School

|
|
|
I facebook
|
| & Nursery
|

Don't forget to keep www://
up to date by w

Our School website

fOI-lOWi.ng us On ) https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/



https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
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Tuesday 26th November

Friday 29th November

Tuesday 17th December PM
Wednesday 18th December AM
Thursday 19th December

Friday 20th December
Monday 23rd December
Friday 3rd January 2025

Monday 6th January

Friday 31st January

Monday 17th February
Friday 21st February
Friday 11th April
Monday 14th April
Friday 25th April
Monday 5th May

Please can children who have earrings take them out
in advance of PE & can hair please be tied back.

Thank you.

FOREST

Foxes trip to Ancient High House

Christingle & Christmas lights switch on gates open 2:45pm

Christmas Play - more info to follow
Christmas Play - more info to follow
Christmas Lunch

Wear Christmas Jumpers - School closes at 1.30pm
Christmas Holidays

Back to school

Inset Day - School closed to pupils

Half term holidays

Inset Day - School closed to pupils

Easter Holidays

May Day Bank holiday - School closed

On your child's forest school day, please send them to

SCHOOL (00! dressed in old clothing you do not mind getting
dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at

school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.

20/11/2024
Year 2

27/11/2024 04/12/2024 11/12/2024

Year 1 Reception Nursery
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Free Game Packs!

™ Inspired by ‘TaskMaster’! This fun, frantic, |
family game is FREE for families in '
staffordshire! Ideal for SATs

{ Can you beat the MathsMaster?

If you're a parent or carer looking for a way
to support your child to find the fun in "
maths, MathsMaster is for you! Thisgame |5 Staffordshire
will take you through quick, silly challenges A County Council
to make maths accessible and fun! -
.r.- ISt

. IR RS
L - .
N > 5 'P' .

Order your FREE pack today!

To get your hands on the MathsMaster game
pack, contact Rebecca on 0752512017 /
beatthemathsmaster@gmail.com. Provide your
! FULL NAME, ADDRESS AND DATE OF BIRTH (it's
i%. the adults details we need) and we'll pop your
W83 game pack in the post! Easy as that! Plus it's
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el L Year 4 Middle School
Nature ,3”’ = Applications

Free 4 week online course starting /‘

Thursday 21st November 2024 .
Y open from Friday 1st November. All
i35 for this festive, flexible learning course, where you will be

ted to explore the natural world as inspiration for your owr Yeal‘ 4 parents MUST app[y for the
creativity . .
next school of their choice. https://
Expert tutors Introduce a varlety ol exercites and ideas ranging WWW,StaﬁOrdshire_qu,uh/Education/

v
Applications for Middle school will

from creative writing, to ged art, 10 lestive treats. Each week

we also consider the research to show how and why n

Admissions-primaruy/Apply/

support our wellbeing and why we believe creativity

everyone! Application-forms-for-admission-to-
This 12 hour course is completed online. You wi ve an emall school.aspx

pack esach Thursday, with a menu of seasonal activities, Ideas and

Inspiration to try over the following week

County Counci

Booking essential
communityforestservices@gmall.com or ca

This course is free to Slalfordanhire residents aged 19..

|
i ]Nollomal arlygirdv' | EarlyBird Plus Course

Autistic Ple N TR R
S;(:etv Licensad for Parents

Has your child received an autism diagnosis?

Join the National Autistic Society’s EarlyBird Plus

programme delivered in Staffordshire by the Autism ! R s e a s o n
Inclusion Team to understand more about autism and

how you can suppart your child

Meet other parents and share experiences on our ten-week programme
Designed for parents of children aged from four 10 nine, we can help you
understand avtism and support your child
including:

Free 4-week online course starting .
Friday 22nd November :

Lots of steategies to use with

Discover the beauty of the season! Immerse

« supporting interaction my child / share with atherz

« understanding sensory differences Thonk you 56 much for all of yourself in the wonders of winter, through this

* developing play the amatzing tooks ond .- online course, full of cosy connections to enjoy as a
+ interpreting behaviour inspirgtion to moke o o

; < family.
Staffordshire Autism Inclusion Team will dFerence.” Porent 2024
be delivering this course at: Bridatown

Primary School, Cannock

guides families through how to make the most

nagical time of through a range of creative
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Be Reflective

When it's dark outside, wear reflective clothing to be seen
in car headlights.

Be Bright, Be Seen.



