
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 25th October 2024 

Key verse: Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18 

Dear families, 
 

Our first half-term is over, it has flown by and there is much to be thankful for! 

Thank you to everyone who came to Parents' Evening this week - we have had an excellent turn-
out. Building relationships between staff and families is vital for good learning, and our teachers 
always enjoy the opportunity to celebrate your children's achievements. Please know that this is not 
limited to Parents' Evenings, so do catch them on the door at the end of the day if you ever want to 
check in. 

Thank you also to our Year 1 parents who came along to our Learn With Me Phonics Sessions this 
week. We know your children have enjoyed sharing their learning with you and we hope this 
approach has helped improve your understanding of how we teach children to read and how you 
can support this at home. 

We loved being able to celebrate and give thanks together this morning at our harvest festival. Your 
generous donations will go a long way in supporting the work of the 
Rising Brook foodbank. We are looking forward to being joined by the 
foodbank manager, Jo, after half-term to hear about the difference 
our donations made. Thanks also go to Rev. Manda and her team for 
the refreshments upon arrival. 

Congratulations must go to all our Foxes children who took part in 
this week's cross-country event, and thanks to Mrs Carrington for 
supporting this. We also want to say well done to Mrs Trumble who 
this week completed her ELSA training. 

Next half-term will no doubt be as packed as ever. However you 
spend the next week, I hope you find time to pause and be thankful 
for something, no matter how small. 

 

Miss Phillips 



Next week in worship we are singing 

“God Suit” 

Cheeky Pandas | DANCE WITH HERBIE: God Suit On  

 Click the link above to hear the music 

An introduction to Worry 

Tuesday 12th November 9am - 10am 

Alison Lloyd, our Education Mental Health Practitioner, will be running a workshop for 
parents.   

 What is worry 

 How to talk to your child about their worries 

 Ways to manage worries at home 

There will be a sign up sheet in the entrance hall closer to the date. 

Wanted 

Memory Games 

If you are having a clear out for 
Christmas over 1/2 term we are 

looking for some Memory Games for 
Class Hedgehogs. 

Many thanks 

Mr Atkins 

Permissions:  

If you would like to amend or 
update your child's permissions 
for photos please speak to the 
school office.  

Poppy Appeal items are on sale in 
the entrance hall - payment 
amount is at your discretion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhRvejJV7_8


 

School Attendance 21st - 25th October 2024 

Hedgehogs        92% 

Owls      97% 

Foxes        94% 

Whole School  94.6% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

 

63 79 

87 

After School Clubs - Autumn 2 2024 
Clubs will change after 1/2 term to: 

 

Monday Chromebook  Wednesday Choir 

Thursday Basketball  Friday Football 

 

Please note the change of day for Choir Club 

 

All clubs are charge for the 1/2 term with the last club finishing on Friday 13th December - 
Ark will be running the final week of term for those that need it. 

 

Contact the office should you child wish to take part. 



School Council and Worship Team: 

This week, I met with both teams to 
begin to make plans for the rest of 
the year. 

It has been decided that our 
entrance hall display this year will 
be photos of children reading in a 
place they love. Please send in either 
hard-copies or email your photos to 
the school office. We can't wait to 
see what comes in! 

The teams have also been discussing different charities to support. Ideas included; a children's 
hospital, a local foodbank, a climate change charity, and a charity supporting children affected 
by the war in Ukraine. We are currently exploring options for a global link with a charity closely 
supported by Wolgarston High School - Link for Life - who support communities in Africa. In the 
meantime will be setting up a foodbank donation point in the entrance hall over advent. Watch 
this space for more information! 

The two teams also discussed ideas they had received from their classmates including: 

 Replacing the 'Duck, Duck, Goose' game with a trampoline 

 Wearing home clothes instead of school uniform and school PE kits 

 Building a skate park 

Cross Country at Marshbrook 

This week Year 3 & 4 were given the opportunity to race against other schools in a Cross 
Country event held at Marshbrook First School.  All the children tried their best with Olivia 

taking first place in the Year 4 girls group - well done everyone! 



Owls had a great fun with Alison from The Youth Net doing a 
creation workshop. 



In PSHE Owls have been learning about mindfulness and 
how concentrating on a calm, relaxing activity can give 
our minds a rest and make us feel happy. We discussed 
different activities which help us to be mindful. We each 
spent a few minutes mindfully looking at a sycamore leaf 
whilst listening to calm, relaxing music. Miss Laing was 
very impressed that everyone was able to identify their 
own leaf after she muddled them up all over the class-
room!  







Reception 2025 

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 
2026 then you will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class 

from Friday 1st November 2024 the closing date is 15th January 2025. 
Applications should be made directly at https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/

Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to 
apply for a Reception place.  

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask 
them to give the office a call and book an appointment to look around our 

school with Miss Phillips. 

Year 4 Middle School Applications 

Applications for Middle school will open from Friday 1st 
November.  All Year 4 parents MUST apply for the next school of 

their choice. https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/
Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-

school.aspx 

Emma, Freddie (Y4) & Lilly 
(Nurs) mum and Laura Alfie (Y3) 
mum are thinking of arranging 
a parents Christmas meal.  More 
information to follow after half 

term. 

 

 

 

Class Foxes will need to bring to 
school two different pieces of 

seasonal fruit and a reusable tub for 
a fruit salad that they are making on 

either Monday 4th or Tuesday 5th 
November.  This is part of their DT 
topic where they will be discussing 
the importance of food safety and 

hygiene. 

Mrs Carrington & Mrs Webb 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx


No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your 
ParentPay account topped up with funds.  For children in our 

Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or £14.75 
per week. 

Do you like to write stories? 

"Write a story you would love to read". BBC's 500 Words, the UK's 
largest children's writing competition for children aged 5-11, is open for entries 
now! Submit before the competition closes at 9pm on Friday 8 November 2024.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

BIG QUESTION 
Who decides what we should 

remember? 

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

 

Arthur  Olivia J  Erin PN 
 

Finley  Lucas  Isla 

Miss Phillips will be asking the children's thoughts on the following 
question during Worship on Friday 8th November. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursday & Friday 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old clothing you do not 
mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at 

school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Tuesday 12th November An introduction to worry - parent workshop 9-10am 

Tuesday 26th November Foxes trip to Ancient High House 

Friday 29th November Christingle & Christmas lights switch on gates open 2:45pm 

Tuesday 17th December PM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Wednesday 18th December AM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Thursday 19th December Christmas Lunch 

Friday 20th December Wear Christmas Jumpers - School closes at 1.30pm 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 

  

  

  

  

  

  









Do you shop at ASDA? If so we need 

you to help us raise funds at no cost to you!! 
Between 2nd September and 30th November 
2024, every time customers shop with Asda 
using their Rewards app, they can choose a 
primary school to receive a percentage of 

their spend. And that’s not all — every time 
a customer chooses St Leonard’s, Asda will 

donate £1 to your school’s Cashpot  
All you need to do is to follow the steps 
below and choose our school (use our 

postcode ST18 9AG) on their App.   As this 
doesn’t apply to high schools please pass our 
school name on to any friends and family. - 

We have currently already raised £79.00 
Thank you!! 





Helpful Books  

1. ‘Putting on the Brakes: Young Peoples Guide to Understanding Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder’, by Patricia Quinn.  

2. ‘A Walk in the Rain with a Brain’, by Edward Hallowell.  

3. ‘Attention Girls! A Guide To Learn All About Your ADHD’, by Patricia Quinn.  

4. ‘50 Activities and Games for kids with ADHD’, by Patricia Quinn and Judith Stern.  

5. ‘Learning To Slow Down and Pay Attention: A Book for Kids about ADHD’, by Kathleen G. Nadeau.  

6. ‘Jumpin’ Johnny – Get Back to Work! A Child’s Guide to ADHD/Hyperactivity’, by Michael Gordon.  

7. ‘The ADHD Workbook for Kids; Helping Children Gain Self – Confidence, Social Skills and Self Control’, by Laurence Shapiro.  

8. ‘Cory Stories; A Kids Book about Living with ADHD’, by Jeanne Kraus and Whitney Martin.  

9. ‘Thriving with ADHD Workbook for Kids: 60 Fun Activities to Help Children Self- Regulate, Focus and Succeed’, by Kelli Mil-

ler 


