
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 18th October 2024 

Key verse: Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18 

Dear families, 

Another busy week has flown by, and it has been as packed as ever! 

Today we have enjoyed welcoming our trust CEO - James Capper, and 
Chair of the Board of Trustees - Mary Walker into school. They had 
an expertly guided tour first thing and loved seeing the learning 
taking place across the school. We then discussed the journey we have 
been on as a school and the plans we have moving forward. 

We also enjoyed welcoming back Alison from The YouthNet to run a 
workshop on the creation story for Foxes. They were immersed in a 
variety of activities, giving them chance to choose how to explore the 
story. Alison will be back next week for a workshop with Owls. 

Mr Atkins led a review of our new ELS phonics with a visiting lead 
teacher on Tuesday. Feedback was great and it was clear to see how 
well the new scheme is supporting our youngest children with their 
reading. Next week, we look forward to hosting our Learn with Me 
phonics sessions for Year 1 parents.  

Next week I will be meeting with our worship team and school council 
to discuss plans for the upcoming year. Following the success of our work with 
Chuckle House last year, we'd love to partner with a more global charity this year. If 
you have a charity you already support as a family, we'd love to hear about it - just 
let myself or the office know. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Next week in worship we are singing 

“Autumn Days” 

Autumn Days When the Grass is Jewelled (singing 

and lyrics) (StF 121 / BBC Come and Praise 4) 

(youtube.com)  

Click the link above to hear the music 

An introduction to Worry 

Tuesday 12th November 9am - 10am 

Alison Lloyd, our Education Mental Health Practitioner, will be running a workshop for 
parents.   

 What is worry 

 How to talk to your child about their worries 

 Ways to manage worries at home 

There will be a sign up sheet in the entrance hall closer to the date. 

Flu Vaccinations 

Thursday 24th October 

 

If you wish your child to have the flu vaccine then you MUST OPT IN on the link emailed to 
you on Monday 7th October. 

Information videos from the school nurses reference the flu vaccines, 

Video for children 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JepMe0BkDiI 

Video for adults 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnqfhcdLZvs 

Wanted 

Memory Games 

If you are having a clear out for 
Christmas over 1/2 term we are 

looking for some Memory Games for 
Class Hedgehogs. 

Many thanks 

Mr Atkins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JepMe0BkDiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnqfhcdLZvs


 

We welcome donations from the list below which will be taken to 
Rising Brook Food Bank. 

Thank you for your support. 



 

School Attendance 14th - 18th October 2024 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      98% 

Foxes        92% 

Whole School  95% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

 

77 

120 

86 

After School Clubs 

Autumn 2 2024 

Clubs will change after 1/2 term to: 

Monday Chromebook  Wednesday Choir 

Thursday Basketball  Friday Football 

Learn With 

Me:  

A reminder to Year 1 parents to sign up 
to next weeks ‘Learn with Me’ phonics 

sessions. Sign up sheets are in the 
entrance hall. 

Parents 

Evening 

Consultations 

A reminder that it is parents 
evening next week, if you 
haven’t already booked an 

appointment please place your 
name next to a convenient time 

slot on the sheets in the 
entrance hall.  There is also an 
opportunity for you to look at 
your child’s books before hand. 



 

Playing in mud, collecting 
apples, finding the biggest 

leaves, hide & seek - Reception 
certainly enjoyed their time 
in forest school this week! 



 

This week Owls have been finding out how Andy Goldsworthy has used reflection 
in his art work. The children were fascinated with his work using sticks in a lake. 

We then used the Purple Mash 'River' art activity and created our own water 
reflection artwork. 

James Capper, CEO, 
looking at the learning 

in Class Owls. 

Owls have been working 
in their mixed year buddy 
pairs to find the difference 

between two numbers 



This week we have continued to think about our bodies and tried hard to develop our scissor skills by cutting 
out parts of a skeleton. We have also continued to think about Harvest and what the fruits and vegetables can 

give us to help our lives. The children enjoyed scraping the seeds and flesh out of the giant pumpkin and 
making pumpkin patterns with halved apples. Nursery enjoyed using the clay to squash and manipulate it 

with their fingers and Reception also enjoyed using clay in their Forest School activities adding natural objects 
to them to create hedgehogs and other designs. All of these activities have helped the children strengthen their 

hands and fingers which will help develop their fine motor skills. Along with this, in PE, the children have 
been using their hand-eye co-ordination to throw balls at targets. Reception have also been increasing their 

independence and collaboration in team building activities outside and paired reading in Phonics. 



Use your child’s home learning tasks below to 
support their learning outside of school. 

Tasks should be brought in throughout the 
half-term to be shared and celebrated in 

class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 
4 times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and 

comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: Please share your homework by email or bring in for Show and Tell  

Owls: 

 Art: Find out about the artist Andy Goldsworthy who uses natural materials in the outdoors. Make your 
own artwork using natural materials e.g leaves, stones, twigs. Bring in  a photo of your art work. 

 Science: Grow your own spring onions using these instructions: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HCcp-C35vKI 
Can you think of a tasty way to eat them? Write down the recipe to show how you used them. 

 Geography: Think of an interesting place you have visited in the UK. Design and make an information 
leaflet all about your chosen place which would encourage other people to visit. Include a map of the UK 
showing its location. 

 Science: Choose a deciduous tree in your garden/local area. Over a few weeks, take a photo or draw a 
picture of the tree once a week and note any changes. 

 Maths: Exciting information coming soon about Numbots. Watch this space. 

Foxes: 

Geography - Design your favourite 
meal. Find out where each item of 
food originally comes from and how 
much of it  is produced in the 
country each year.  

Art - Write the definition of ‘Still 
Life’. Take a ‘still life’ picture of an 
object in your house - for example, 
a piece of fruit. Practise drawing it 
using shading to show lighter and 

Spellings need to be practised  
daily ahead of our quiz on a Friday. 
Remember to spot the spelling rule 
and think about other words you 
would use it in. 

Science - Draw and label the       
different types of adult teeth and 
write their functions.  

English - Draw and label your     
favourite meal. Write a persuasive 
advert and include reasons why 
people should buy it. Use           
persuasive phrases ambitious    

TTRS will help increase accuracy 
and speed with times tables.   
Practise daily to increase both of 
these and move up the leader 
board! 

Mathematics: Play count-
ing games and count   
objects that are ordered or 
unordered. 
Match amounts with   
numerals up to 5 

Writing: Draw pictures of 
family members and label 
them. 
Drawing, writing and mark
-making centred around 
their favourite books. 

Reading: Spend time  
reading favourite books     
together especially      
bedtime stories. 
Visit the library  

Understanding of the 
World: Bring in a family 
photo to add to our topic 
display in class. 
Look at photo albums and 
talk about family photos.  

Understanding of the 
world 2: Learn about 
where we live. The name 
of your town or village. 
The street you live on and 
the   number of your 
house. 

Understanding of the 
World 3:  Encourage your 
child to point to parts of 
their body. 
Play ‘Simon says’ and en-
courage your child to move 
body parts in  different 
ways. 

Expressive Arts & Design: 
Draw and paint pictures 
of faces and encourage to 
add detail such as hair 
colour and eye colour. 
Make a model of a person 
and add labels for the 
body parts. 

Physical Development: Talk 
about the parts of their 
body they are using as your 
child plays at the park or in 
the garden. 
Encourage your child to 
take part in team games. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HCcp-C35vKI




 

If your child has recently received an award they would like 
to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 

Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share 
them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics 

Reception 2025 

If your child’s fifth birthday is between 1st September 2025 & 31st August 
2026 then you will need to apply online for a place in our Reception class 

from Friday 1st November 2024 the closing date is 15th January 2025. 
Applications should be made directly at https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/

Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will still need to 
apply for a Reception place.  

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Reception place, then please ask 
them to give the office a call and book an appointment to look around our 

school with Miss Phillips. 

Year 4 Middle School Applications 

Applications for Middle school will open from Friday 1st 
November.  All Year 4 parents MUST apply for the next school of 

their choice. https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/
Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-

school.aspx 

Unfortunately we had little 
interest in the PTFA posts last 

week. If you would be interested 
in running and/or supporting a 

fundraising event ahead of 
Christmas, please let us know. 
PTFA fundraising during the 

autumn term has always 
supported the purchasing of 
festive gifts and treats for the 

children. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-admission-to-school.aspx


No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your 
ParentPay account topped up with funds.  For children in our 

Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or £14.75 
per week. 

Do you like to write stories? 

"Write a story you would love to read". BBC's 500 Words, the UK's 
largest children's writing competition for children aged 5-11, is open for entries 
now! Submit before the competition closes at 9pm on Friday 8 November 2024.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


Foxes took part in a creation workshop with Alison from the Youth 
Net. Together we discussed what Christians believe happened as part 

of the creation story and the bible story was shared with us. We 
completed a range of activities based on this. At the end of the 

session, Alison shared a variety of verses and stories from the bible 
and we were asked to draw pictures and images to represent them. 

CREATION WORKSHOP 
YOUTH NET 



Jarrod “if you play a game you don’t know, 
it’s pointless” 

Darcie “ Sometimes yes, sometimes no - if 
you don’t know how to use something 
you’re given that’s pointless” 

Rohan “Most things aren’t pointless, but if 
someone bought you something you didn’t 
want that’s pointless” 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

 

BIG QUESTION 
Is anything pointless? 

Savannah “Living isn’t pointless, but something 
really expensive could be pointless” 

Fran “A few things are, but most things do have 
a point” 

Thomas “If can give you an example of some-
thing pointless - if you jump off London Bridge 
that’s pointless as you have to know how to 
jump properly and water can hurt” 

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursday & Friday 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. 
Please also ensure they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and 

waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

Nursery  23/10/2024 

Monday 21st October Year 3 & 4 Cross Country @ Marshbrook 3.45pm 

Tuesday 22nd October Year 1 Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am  

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - Owls & Foxes 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Thursday 24th October Year 1 Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am  

Thursday 24th October Parents Evening - Hedgehogs 

Thursday 24th October Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Tuesday 12th November An introduction to worry - parent workshop 9-10am 

Tuesday 26th November Foxes trip to Ancient High House 

Friday 29th November Christingle & Christmas lights switch on gates open 2:45pm 

Tuesday 17th December PM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Wednesday 18th December AM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Thursday 19th December Christmas Lunch 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 







 





Do you shop at ASDA? If so we need 

you to help us raise funds at no cost to you!! 
Between 2nd September and 30th November 
2024, every time customers shop with Asda 
using their Rewards app, they can choose a 
primary school to receive a percentage of 

their spend. And that’s not all — every time 
a customer chooses St Leonard’s, Asda will 

donate £1 to your school’s Cashpot  
All you need to do is to follow the steps 
below and choose our school (use our 

postcode ST18 9AG) on their App.   As this 
doesn’t apply to high schools please pass our 
school name on to any friends and family. - 

We have currently already raised £79.00 
Thank you!! 





Helpful Books  

1. ‘Putting on the Brakes: Young Peoples Guide to Understanding Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder’, by Patricia Quinn.  

2. ‘A Walk in the Rain with a Brain’, by Edward Hallowell.  

3. ‘Attention Girls! A Guide To Learn All About Your ADHD’, by Patricia Quinn.  

4. ‘50 Activities and Games for kids with ADHD’, by Patricia Quinn and Judith Stern.  

5. ‘Learning To Slow Down and Pay Attention: A Book for Kids about ADHD’, by Kathleen G. Nadeau.  

6. ‘Jumpin’ Johnny – Get Back to Work! A Child’s Guide to ADHD/Hyperactivity’, by Michael Gordon.  

7. ‘The ADHD Workbook for Kids; Helping Children Gain Self – Confidence, Social Skills and Self Control’, by Laurence Shapiro.  

8. ‘Cory Stories; A Kids Book about Living with ADHD’, by Jeanne Kraus and Whitney Martin.  

9. ‘Thriving with ADHD Workbook for Kids: 60 Fun Activities to Help Children Self- Regulate, Focus and Succeed’, by Kelli Mil-

ler 


