
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 11th October 2024 

Key verse: Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18 

Dear families, 

This week we marked World Mental Health Day. We spent time in our classes talking 
about the importance of human connection and the people in our lives we like to 
spend time with. I was with Y4 and their Reception buddies, and we had some really 
thoughtful responses about getting the balance right between spending time with 
people you love, and taking time out to be by yourself. 

Alison Lloyd joined us for lunchtime and enjoyed continuing this theme with the 
children through some colouring activities. After half-term, Alison will be running a 
session for parents on worry; we are really looking forward to hosting this event and 
hope you will be able to join us. The children will also be bringing home a 'Helpful 
Heroes' booklet to help you explore the theme of worry at home. 

If worry or mental health is something you are concerned about for your child, 
please do speak to their class teacher. The Education Mental Health Team run 
sessions for parents which may support, and in school we are able to offer ELSA 
sessions. Spaces are limited, but we will always do all we can to support as many 
pupils as possible. 

Next week, we are looking forward to the second of our Learn With Me sessions; 
thank you to those who joined this week - it was a great session and we loved 
welcoming you into school! 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 

Please note: There will be a charge for damaged reading books at £5 per book. This 
will be payable via Parent Pay.  



Next week in worship we are singing 

“Autumn Days” 

Autumn Days When the Grass is Jewelled (singing 

and lyrics) (StF 121 / BBC Come and Praise 4) 

(youtube.com)  

Click the link above to hear the music 

An introduction to Worry 

Tuesday 12th November 9am - 10am 

Alison Lloyd, our Education Mental Health Practitioner, will be running a workshop for 
parents.   

 What is worry 

 How to talk to your child about their worries 

 Ways to manage worries at home 

There will be a sign up sheet in the entrance hall closer to the date. 

Flu Vaccinations 

Thursday 24th October 

 

If you wish your child to have the flu vaccine then you MUST OPT IN on the link emailed to 
you on Monday 7th October. 

Information videos from the school nurses reference the flu vaccines, 

Video for children 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JepMe0BkDiI 

Video for adults 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnqfhcdLZvs 

Year 1 & Year 2 

All children in Year 1 and Year 2 
have had log-ins for Numbots this 

week - there is a sticker on the 
inside of their reading diaries with 

the details. 

Many thanks 

Miss Laing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByLoE8c6yAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JepMe0BkDiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnqfhcdLZvs


 

We welcome donations from the list below which will be taken to 
Rising Brook Food Bank. 

Thank you for your support. 



 

School Attendance 7th - 11th October 2024 

Hedgehogs        94% 

Owls      91% 

Foxes        93% 

Whole School  93% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

 

242 

151 187 

Uniform 

Reminders! 

Please remember: School 
uniform for children in Y1-Y4 

includes a shirt and tie.  Please 
note that after half-term we will 

be texting parents where 
uniform is not consistently in 

line with our policy. If you need 
support in sourcing correct 
uniform, please speak to the 

school office. 

Trim Trail 

Trim Trail: At parents' evening we will be 
updating Year 1 children's permissions. In 
the meantime, if you do not want your 
child on the trim trail, please let the 
office know.  

Learn 

With Me:  

A reminder to Year 1 and Reception 
parents to sign up to our Learn 

with Me phonics sessions. Sign up 
sheets are in the entrance hall. 



Owls were 
decorating their 
clay pots with 

autumnal objects 
found in Forest 

School. 



Owls have been using their classifying skills in Science. They were asked to think about the 
question 'does each type of tree always have the same shaped leaves?' We went outside 
with our clipboards and pencils to see what we could find out. Back in the classroom we 

sorted and classified leaves we had found on various trees in the school grounds. 



We have read Funny Bones this week and the children have been trying to show their scariest 
faces as we read it. Through our topic work we have looked at human skeletons and found out 
what they do for our bodies. We also looked at some x-rays to see if we could work out what 
body parts they were. In maths, we have started to use the word subitise and understanding 

what 1, 2 and 3 are and Nursery have been thinking about patterns. The children have enjoyed 
pretending to be doctors in the writing area. In RE we have been looking at each other and 
seeing how differences should not stop us caring for each other. We got together with our 

buddies as well to talk about why sharing time together is special. 



Use your child’s home learning tasks below to 
support their learning outside of school. 

Tasks should be brought in throughout the 
half-term to be shared and celebrated in 

class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 
4 times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and 

comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: Please share your homework by email or bring in for Show and Tell  

Owls: 

 Art: Find out about the artist Andy Goldsworthy who uses natural materials in the outdoors. Make your 
own artwork using natural materials e.g leaves, stones, twigs. Bring in  a photo of your art work. 

 Science: Grow your own spring onions using these instructions: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HCcp-C35vKI 
Can you think of a tasty way to eat them? Write down the recipe to show how you used them. 

 Geography: Think of an interesting place you have visited in the UK. Design and make an information 
leaflet all about your chosen place which would encourage other people to visit. Include a map of the UK 
showing its location. 

 Science: Choose a deciduous tree in your garden/local area. Over a few weeks, take a photo or draw a 
picture of the tree once a week and note any changes. 

 Maths: Exciting information coming soon about Numbots. Watch this space. 

Foxes: 

Geography - Design your favourite 
meal. Find out where each item of 
food originally comes from and how 
much of it  is produced in the 
country each year.  

Art - Write the definition of ‘Still 
Life’. Take a ‘still life’ picture of an 
object in your house - for example, 
a piece of fruit. Practise drawing it 
using shading to show lighter and 

Spellings need to be practised  
daily ahead of our quiz on a Friday. 
Remember to spot the spelling rule 
and think about other words you 
would use it in. 

Science - Draw and label the       
different types of adult teeth and 
write their functions.  

English - Draw and label your     
favourite meal. Write a persuasive 
advert and include reasons why 
people should buy it. Use           
persuasive phrases ambitious    

TTRS will help increase accuracy 
and speed with times tables.   
Practise daily to increase both of 
these and move up the leader 
board! 

Mathematics: Play count-
ing games and count   
objects that are ordered or 
unordered. 
Match amounts with   
numerals up to 5 

Writing: Draw pictures of 
family members and label 
them. 
Drawing, writing and mark
-making centred around 
their favourite books. 

Reading: Spend time  
reading favourite books     
together especially      
bedtime stories. 
Visit the library  

Understanding of the 
World: Bring in a family 
photo to add to our topic 
display in class. 
Look at photo albums and 
talk about family photos.  

Understanding of the 
world 2: Learn about 
where we live. The name 
of your town or village. 
The street you live on and 
the   number of your 
house. 

Understanding of the 
World 3:  Encourage your 
child to point to parts of 
their body. 
Play ‘Simon says’ and en-
courage your child to move 
body parts in  different 
ways. 

Expressive Arts & Design: 
Draw and paint pictures 
of faces and encourage to 
add detail such as hair 
colour and eye colour. 
Make a model of a person 
and add labels for the 
body parts. 

Physical Development: Talk 
about the parts of their 
body they are using as your 
child plays at the park or in 
the garden. 
Encourage your child to 
take part in team games. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HCcp-C35vKI


Amazon Book Wish Lists  

Are you able to help us to acquire new books for our 
children?  

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum here at St. 
Leonard’s. We encourage children to read for pleasure 
and incorporate reading into every subject at every 
opportunity. Following a recent overhaul of our 
curriculum, staff are now desperate for a range of 

books which link to the learning which goes on in school over our new curriculum’s 2-year cycle.   

Each teacher has drawn up a wish list of books on Amazon and we are hoping to 
gradually accumulate them. If you would like to donate a 
book from your child’s class list, we would be extremely 
grateful. Some children bring sweets to share with their 
classmates when it is their birthday – how about 
donating a book instead? A book really is a gift which 
keeps on giving and will give pleasure to many children 
(and their teachers!) for years to come.   

If you choose to donate a book from the list to your 
child’s class, the book will be presented to the whole 
school during assembly and will have a sticker placed 
on the inside cover stating the name of the child who 
kindly donated it. Please do check if Amazon sell any 
second hand copies of the books, as these can be picked 
up quite cheaply and we will be more than happy to 
receive them.  

The books on each wish list have been prioritised and 
are labelled either high, medium or low priority. The 
high priority titles will match the topics being taught 
straight after Christmas. 

 

Foxes 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
ls/1QSQNM3YGS06H?ref_=wl_share 

 

Owls 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
ls/36FQL4RYEKU3S?ref_=wl_share 

 

Hedgehogs 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
ls/16ZCE13CMXH2T?ref_=wl_share 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1QSQNM3YGS06H?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1QSQNM3YGS06H?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36FQL4RYEKU3S?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36FQL4RYEKU3S?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/16ZCE13CMXH2T?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/16ZCE13CMXH2T?ref_=wl_share


Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Penkridge Middle School  
open days 

Year 4 please let the 
school office know if you 

have booked to go to the Penkridge 
Middle school open days next week.  

The booking link can be found on our 
school Facebook page. Or by visiting 
their website https://www.penkridge-

middle.org/page/?
title=Open+Mornings&pid=92 

https://www.penkridge-middle.org/page/?title=Open+Mornings&pid=92
https://www.penkridge-middle.org/page/?title=Open+Mornings&pid=92
https://www.penkridge-middle.org/page/?title=Open+Mornings&pid=92


October Ark payments 
Invoices have been sent home for October after school 
care please make your payment via your Parentpay 

account asap. 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, 
dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration 

Worship on Friday. 

Football Swimming Football Gymnastics 

 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your ParentPay account 
topped up with funds. 

For children in our Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or 
£14.75 per week, 

Do you like to write stories? 

"Write a story you would love to read". BBC's 500 Words, the UK's 
largest children's writing competition for children aged 5-11, is open for entries 
now! Submit before the competition closes at 9pm on Friday 8 November 2024.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


Foxes had a 'live lesson' 
with The British Library 
on Thursday. They have 

created a self portrait and 
had to decide what 'gives 
them a spark' eg football, 

reading or adventures.   
They were also pleased to 

see that the text the 
presenter was using, was 
the book that they are 

currently reading! 



To develop our philosophical thinking we ask  a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the following question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on this question 

during Worship on Friday. 

Should we live on the moon? 
Amelie “No, you can’t breathe and there’s 
no food” 

Koby “No, you can’t breathe and our bones 
will get smaller” 

Finley “No, you will float and there’s no 
food” 

Dexter “Yes, you can go in a rocket and 
take water and food.  You can use a space-
suit to help you breathe” 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

Is anything pointless? 

BIG QUESTION 

Darcie“ You could but it would be very 
hard, you could take food & oxygen, but 
you’d have to keep travelling to earth” 

Freya “Yes, you might see an alien” 

Romy “You can’t breathe” 

Vinny “No, you feel uncomfortable” 

Tommy “Yes, if we have a space suit on 
and you can store your stuff in a hole 
and find cool rocks” 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursday & Friday 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also 
ensure they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet 

weather.  

Reception 
16/10/2024 

Nursery 
23/10/2024 

Monday 14th October Reception Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am  

Thursday 10th October Wear Yellow to raise awareness of Mental Health 

Monday 21st October Year 3 & 4 Cross Country @ Marshbrook 3.45pm 

Tuesday 22nd October Year 1 Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am  

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - Owls & Foxes 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Thursday 24th October Year 1 Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am  

Thursday 24th October Parents Evening - Hedgehogs 

Thursday 24th October Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Tuesday 12th November An introduction to worry - parent workshop 9-10am 

Friday 29th November Christingle & Christmas lights switch on gates open 2:45pm 

Tuesday 17th December PM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Wednesday 18th December AM Christmas Play - more info to follow 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 



 



Do you shop at ASDA? If so we need 

you to help us raise funds at no cost to you!! 
Between 2nd September and 30th November 
2024, every time customers shop with Asda 
using their Rewards app, they can choose a 
primary school to receive a percentage of 

their spend. And that’s not all — every time 
a customer chooses St Leonard’s, Asda will 

donate £1 to your school’s Cashpot  
All you need to do is to follow the steps 
below and choose our school (use our 

postcode ST18 9AG) on their App.   As this 
doesn’t apply to high schools please pass our 
school name on to any friends and family. - 

We have currently already raised £79.00 
Thank you!! 


