
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 6th September 2024 

Key verse: Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18 

Dear families, 

What a brilliant week we have all had! A particular mention must go to our Hedgehogs who 
have settled into St Leonard's wonderfully.  

Over the next half-term we will be introducing our new phonics scheme - Essential Letters and 
Sounds. Children in Owls will be bringing books home at the end of next week, and Hedgehogs 
will do so in the coming weeks. We will also be inviting parents of Reception and Year 1 
children into school for 'Learn With Me' sessions to give you an overview of the new scheme.  

Don't forget, we open our library weekly on a Friday after school to allow families to choose 
books to borrow to read at home. We love seeing children develop their love of reading, please 
do pop in to pick something to borrow.  

This week, we were pleased to welcome Mr Hastilow (Mr H), to the team. He is our sports coach 
and will be running lunchtime games, PE lessons and after school clubs.  

Next week, we will be exploring the British Value of democracy by voting for our house captains 
and new school council and worship team leaders. These roles are an important part of school 
life, and we would encourage anyone interested to put themselves forward.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 

Watch out! 

From next week, children in Owls and Foxes will be taking turns to wear a watch for a week in 
school. This is to help embed their time telling skills. If your child should come home wearing 
one of these watches, please send it back to school the following day. 



Contact Details 

Don’t forget if you have 
moved, changed your 

mobile phone number or 
email address over the 
summer to let the office 

know.  It is important we 
can get in touch with you 
should your child become 

unwell.  
Call us on 01785 712488 

with any changes or 
email: office@st-leonards

-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Lost Property 

Please may we 
remind you to name 
EVERY piece of school 
clothing, drinks bottles and lunch 
boxes.  A permanent marker on a 
washing label works just as well as 
sew in or iron on tags.  If your child 
has lost any uniform please take a 
look in our Lost Property box which 
can be found by the School Reception 
entrance. 

Illness / Absence 

If your child is unwell 
please notify the school 

office before 8.45am.  A message 
can be left on the answer 

machine if the telephone isn’t 
answered.  It is part of our 
Safeguarding procedures to 

contact you if your child isn’t in 
school by 9:15am and we haven’t 

heard from you.  If your child 
has a medical appointment 

during the day please bring your 
appointment card to the school 

office so we can mark the 
absence as ‘authorised’  

Medication 

Don’t forget if you 
took your child’s 
medication home 

before the holidays 
you will need to return it to 

school.  A form will need to be 
completed and medication 

should be handed over to the 
office staff.  Please do NOT leave 
any medication in a child’s bag.  
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Drinks Bottles 

Please make sure your child has a drinks bottle at school every day.  It 
is important that they are clearly marked with the child’s name and 
that they can easily identify them so that they don’t drink from the 
wrong bottle.  As part of the schools healthy eating policy, bottles 

should only contain water. 



Do you shop at ASDA? If so we need you to help us raise funds at no cost to 

you!! Between 2nd September and 30th November 2024, every time customers 
shop with Asda using their Rewards app, they can choose a primary school to 
receive a percentage of their spend. And that’s not all — every time a customer 

chooses your primary school, Asda will donate £1 to your school’s Cashpot  
All you need to do is to follow the steps below and choose our school (use our 
postcode ST18 9AG) on their App.   As this doesn’t apply to high schools please 

pass our school name on to any friends and family. - We have currently already 
raised £54.00 Thank you!! 



PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays 
Owls - Thursdays & Fridays 
Foxes - Thursday & Friday 

New to you rail! 

Please help yourself to 
any of the items on our 

rail which can be 
found either outside of school or in 
the entrance hall.  If you child has 

outgrown any uniform and you 
would like to donate for others to use, 
please make sure you have removed 

any names and then place on the rail 
for others.  Thank you. 

Fruit 

Children in 
Nursery 

through to the end of Year 2 are 
supplied with 1 piece of fruit per 

day from the Government.  
Please could children in Foxes 
(Y3 & Y4) remember to bring a 
piece of fruit to eat at break 
time, no crisps or chocolates 

please. 

In worship we are singing 

 

“This little light of mine” 

 

"This Little Light Of Mine" - YouTube  

 

 

 

Clubs start on Monday 9th September, for 
children in Reception and above.  Please 

speak to the office if your child would like 
to join in with any of the following: 

Monday - Gardening       Tuesday - Choir 

Thursday - Basketball Friday - Tag Rugby 

 

Sports clubs are all weather and children 
will be expected to have appropriate kit 

for this e.g. joggers, jumper, trainers 
suitable for outdoors, waterproof coat. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ


Owls Topic Web 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-
reception-duplicate-1/ 

Owls Timetable  
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-1-year-2-owls/ 

Owls have been 
comparing two numbers 
using the < & > signs. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception-duplicate-1/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception-duplicate-1/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-1-year-2-owls/


Hedgehogs have enjoyed 

their first week in class! 



Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Helen Ashwood is our Safeguarding 
representative on our LAC.  She 

supports the school in ensuring that 
Safeguarding is a priority. 



Foxes Daily timetable 
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/ 

Foxes Topic Web 
 https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/owls-learning-year-1-

year-2-duplicate-1/ 

Foxes are circuit training 
in PE 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/year-3-year-4-foxes/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/owls-learning-year-1-year-2-duplicate-1/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/owls-learning-year-1-year-2-duplicate-1/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/owls-learning-year-1-year-2-duplicate-1/


No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Miss Gibson, our chair joined the children in Worship today, she loved how enthusias-
tic it was and told the children that she is looking forward to seeing the children 

learn and grow this year. 



Do animals have feelings? 

BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask  a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the following question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on this question 

during Worship on Friday. 

What is love? Do you 
agree with Emma? 

Teddy P “You can feel love all the time, if people 
know you they always give you a hug you feel 
loved” 

Alex “Love is many things, mainly kind things” 

Thomas “I feel like Emma, when I was younger I 
had gaps in my teeth but people still loved me” 

Aoife “You can show love, if one of your friends is 
hurt you look out for them” 

Fran “If you start something new you can feel 
nervous but that’s fine as friends help you and that shows love” 

Lunchtime is a social time spent with friends 



Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in 
old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have 
wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and 
waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

Gate opens at 8:35am 

Before School Care from 8am 

Year 4 

18/09/2024 

Year 3 
25/09/2024 

Year 2 

2/10/2024 

Year 1 

9/10/2024 

Reception 

16/10/2024 

Nursery 

23/10/2024 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with 
us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them 

into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Mountain biking 
















