
 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  

School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  

E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Friday 27th September 2024 

Key verse: Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18 

Dear families, 

We have had a brilliant week in school; I particularly enjoyed spending a morning 
and afternoon in Class Foxes. We painted clay sculptures, programmed a turtle in 
ICT, wrote setting descriptions and worked on rounding numbers to the nearest 
ten! 

Our ELS Phonics is well underway in Hedgehogs and Owls and we are looking 
forward to our Learn with Me sessions. Reception and Year 1 parents are welcome 
to sign-up to these in the entrance hall; please note spaces are limited per session. 
We will also be launching the children's e-library accounts, so look out for more 
information on this.  

In class, teachers have been re-visiting the PANTS rule with children; the NSPCC 
have lots of resources online to support with this message at home. The catchy 
song is one that will stick in your minds, and is a helpful reminder that what is in 
our pants is private. 

On another safeguarding note, we are asking that parents of Hedgehogs children 
report injuries upon arrival into school to the school office. A short form will be 
provided to help us share this information effectively. 

We are continuing to enjoy our extensive outdoor environment, with all classes 
carrying out lessons outside on a weekly basis; as the weather turns, please ensure 
children always come with a waterproof coat. We know what a big difference 
getting outside makes to everyone's mental health and well-being. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Next week in worship we are singing 

“If I were a butterfly” 

If I Were a Butterfly with lyrics (youtube.com)  

Click the link above to hear the music 

October Ark 
bookings 

 

If you haven’t already please could 
you let the office know if you 
require any after school care 

booking for October.  Thank you 

Wear Yellow - Thursday 10th October 2024 

Come together in yellow on Thursday 10 October (World Mental Health Day) to 
raise vital funds and show children and 
young people they’re not alone with their 
mental health. 

Children are asked to come to school in 
non uniform and add a touch of yellow to 
their clothing to show their support. 

Voluntary donations can be made directly 
to YOUNGMINDS charity: Donate | Help Young People Get Mental Health Support | 

YoungMinds  

An introduction to Worry 

Tuesday 12th November 9am - 10am 

Alison Lloyd, our Education Mental Health 
Practitioner, will be running a workshop for 
parents.   

 What is worry 

 How to talk to your child about their worries 

 Ways to manage worries at home 

There will be a sign up sheet in the entrance hall 
closer to the date. 

Foxes 

NO pencil cases 

Please could we ask that 
children do not bring their own 

pencil cases into school.   

We have sufficient supplies in 
school and when children mis-
place their items it can cause 

upset. Thank you 

Reminder! 

Please remember: 
School uniform for children in 
Y1-Y4 includes a shirt and tie.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6WeVBHtL9o
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/donate/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/donate/


 

School Attendance 23rd - 27th September 2024 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls      99% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  97% 

The National target for attendance, as set 
out in guidance from the DFE is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority for term time holidays. 

 

116 152 

166 

 

  

School Council Worship Team Office Helper 



In RE, Owls have been learning about the Christian story of 
creation.  We wondered what a Christian might want to say to 
God about the wonderful world. The children were given some 
sentence starters which they discussed in small groups. Then we shared our 
ideas and Miss Laing recorded their fantastic responses on sticky notes.  



Amazon Book Wish Lists  

Are you able to help us to acquire new books for our 
children?  

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum here at St. 
Leonard’s. We encourage children to read for pleasure 
and incorporate reading into every subject at every 
opportunity. Following a recent overhaul of our 
curriculum, staff are now desperate for a range of 

books which link to the learning which goes on in school over our new curriculum’s 2-year cycle.   

Each teacher has drawn up a wish list of books on Amazon and we are hoping to 
gradually accumulate them. If you would like to donate a 
book from your child’s class list, we would be extremely 
grateful. Some children bring sweets to share with their 
classmates when it is their birthday – how about 
donating a book instead? A book really is a gift which 
keeps on giving and will give pleasure to many children 
(and their teachers!) for years to come.   

If you choose to donate a book from the list to your 
child’s class, the book will be presented to the whole 
school during assembly and will have a sticker placed 
on the inside cover stating the name of the child who 
kindly donated it. Please do check if Amazon sell any 
second hand copies of the books, as these can be picked 
up quite cheaply and we will be more than happy to 
receive them.  

The books on each wish list have been prioritised and 
are labelled either high, medium or low priority. The 
high priority titles will match the topics being taught 
straight after Christmas. 

 

Foxes 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
ls/1QSQNM3YGS06H?ref_=wl_share 

 

Owls 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
ls/36FQL4RYEKU3S?ref_=wl_share 

 

Hedgehogs 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
ls/16ZCE13CMXH2T?ref_=wl_share 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1QSQNM3YGS06H?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1QSQNM3YGS06H?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36FQL4RYEKU3S?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36FQL4RYEKU3S?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/16ZCE13CMXH2T?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/16ZCE13CMXH2T?ref_=wl_share


Use your child’s home learning tasks below to 
support their learning outside of school. 

Tasks should be brought in throughout the 
half-term to be shared and celebrated in 

class. 

Thank you! 

All children should be heard reading their school book a minimum of 
4 times a week. Re-reading a book helps develop fluency and 

comprehension. 

Books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Hedgehogs: Please share your homework by email or bring in for Show and Tell  

Owls: 

 Art: Find out about the artist Andy Goldsworthy who uses natural materials in the outdoors. Make your 
own artwork using natural materials e.g leaves, stones, twigs. Bring in  a photo of your art work. 

 Science: Grow your own spring onions using these instructions: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HCcp-C35vKI 
Can you think of a tasty way to eat them? Write down the recipe to show how you used them. 

 Geography: Think of an interesting place you have visited in the UK. Design and make an information 
leaflet all about your chosen place which would encourage other people to visit. Include a map of the UK 
showing its location. 

 Science: Choose a deciduous tree in your garden/local area. Over a few weeks, take a photo or draw a 
picture of the tree once a week and note any changes. 

 Maths: Exciting information coming soon about Numbots. Watch this space. 

Foxes: 

Geography - Design your favourite 
meal. Find out where each item of 
food originally comes from and how 
much of it  is produced in the 
country each year.  

Art - Write the definition of ‘Still 
Life’. Take a ‘still life’ picture of an 
object in your house - for example, 
a piece of fruit. Practise drawing it 
using shading to show lighter and 
darker parts of the object.  

Spellings need to be practised  
daily ahead of our quiz on a Friday. 
Remember to spot the spelling rule 
and think about other words you 
would use it in. 

Science - Draw and label the       
different types of adult teeth and 
write their functions.  

English - Draw and label your     
favourite meal. Write a persuasive 
advert and include reasons why 
people should buy it. Use           
persuasive phrases ambitious    
vocabulary.  

TTRS will help increase accuracy 
and speed with times tables.   
Practise daily to increase both of 
these and move up the leader 
board! 

Mathematics: Play count-
ing games and count   
objects that are ordered or 
unordered. 
Match amounts with   
numerals up to 5 

Writing: Draw pictures of 
family members and label 
them. 
Drawing, writing and mark
-making centred around 
their favourite books. 

Reading: Spend time  
reading favourite books     
together especially      
bedtime stories. 
Visit the library  

Understanding of the 
World: Bring in a family 
photo to add to our topic 
display in class. 
Look at photo albums and 
talk about family photos.  

Understanding of the 
world 2: Learn about 
where we live. The name 
of your town or village. 
The street you live on and 
the   number of your 
house. 

Understanding of the 
World 3:  Encourage your 
child to point to parts of 
their body. 
Play ‘Simon says’ and en-
courage your child to move 
body parts in  different 
ways. 

Expressive Arts & Design: 
Draw and paint pictures 
of faces and encourage to 
add detail such as hair 
colour and eye colour. 
Make a model of a person 
and add labels for the 
body parts. 

Physical Development: Talk 
about the parts of their 
body they are using as your 
child plays at the park or in 
the garden. 
Encourage your child to 
take part in team games. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/HCcp-C35vKI


Owls have been continuing to find out about the artist 
Andy Goldsworthy. We found out that he often creates 
curved, winding works of art in the outdoors. We went 

outside and collected piles of stones, fallen apples 
and sticks. Then we worked in groups to create our 
own curved, winding lines. We even learnt a great 
new word - meandering.  

Lots of proud faces as they receive 
their postcards for home. 



Despite the weather, Hedgehogs 
have been taking full advantage 

of our brilliant outdoor area. Mr H 
has organised some excellent 
games to build the children’s 
gross motor skills with the 

parachute and we have been incorporating our maths learning into our play. The children 
particularly enjoyed sorting the natural materials and collecting leaves for craft activities. We 
are working well as a team and showing self confidence to create our 

own ideas or to adapt ideas we have. It is encouraging to see the 
children using our school values of respect, love and thankfulness as 
they collaborate in their learning experiences. The children have also 
shared lots of ideas about how we change from babies to grown-ups 
and how this can be illustrated as a time line. The buddies also got 
together to decorate pants after learning about Pantosaurus’s PANTS Rules through the 

NSPCC. 



Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Before School Club 

A reminder that Mrs Trumble runs our Before School Club from 8am until 
school starts.  To use the club you must be in Reception to Year 4 arrive before 

8:30am and there is a cost of £3:50 with siblings being £2:50 
each, payment via ParentPay.  There is no need to pre-book 

this facility just turn up - you must however remember to keep 
your ParentPay account topped up as invoices are not issued 

for these sessions. 



 

Old microwave wanted! 

Does anyone have an old broken microwave they no longer want? 

If so, Mr Atkins would be very grateful to receive it for the outdoor kitchen 
area in Hedgehogs.  Please contact the office. 

 

As a school we have always benefitted from the generous 
work of a PTA.  
Fundraising activities and events are always a great way 
to come together as a community. The money raised then 
helps subsidise trips, visitors into school, and equipment that we may not otherwise be able to 
purchase. 
We are looking to gather anyone interested in being part of the PTA. We need to elect a Chair 
and Treasurer, as well as form a group who are willing to run future events. 
More information on being part of a PTA can be found here: https://www.parentkind.org.uk/# 
This invitation extends to grandparents and wider family members who we know are a huge 
part of our community.  
If you would like to be involved, please join us in school on Friday 11th October at 2.15pm. 
Many thanks, 
Miss Phillips  

If your child has recently received an award they would like to 
share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, Brownies 
etc please send them into school & we will share them during 

our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Squirrels badges 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/


No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Information videos from the school nurses reference the 
flu vaccines, 

Video for children 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JepMe0BkDiI 

Video for adults 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnqfhcdLZvs 

If your child has a school lunch it is important to keep your ParentPay account 
topped up with funds. 

For children in our Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 there is a cost of £2.95 per day or 
£14.75 per week, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JepMe0BkDiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnqfhcdLZvs


Year 3 had a great start to forest school this week, they 
were printing in clay and making clay faces, as well as 

spending time enjoying the great outdoors! 



To develop our philosophical thinking we ask  a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the following question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on this question 

during Worship on Friday. 

Do you have to finish every book you start? 

Lucas “No, for example if there are difficult 
words” 

Jovie “Yes, if you want to learn more” 

Olivia R “Yes, because sometimes it might 
get a bit more interesting” 

Finley “No, as it might be a bit too long 
and you might get fed up” 

 

Please search for 
St Leonards First School 

& Nursery 

 

Our School website 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/  

Don’t forget to keep 
up to date by 

following us on ..  

What does Maya Angelou 
mean? Do you agree? 

BIG QUESTION 

Grapes 

If you send your child with either grapes or small tomatoes 
please could you cut them in half.  We appreciate you may not do this 
at home but if left whole, they can be a choking hazard. Many thanks. 

Alex “No, it’s good to finish but there’s no 
law to say you have to” 

Xander “No, I was reading a really big 
book once and I got bored” 

Dexter “No, if you don’t like it you can 
change it” 

Tovah “You don’t have to, but I do so it’s 
not sitting around” 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Have you talked PANTS yet? 
Since 2013, Pantosaurus has helped over six million parents to Talk PANTS and help keep 
children safe from sexual abuse. 

Tips and advice to help keep your kids safe 

Talk PANTS is here to help children understand that they have a right to say no and if they need 
to speak out about something, someone will listen. 

We know that a simple conversation can make a BIG difference, and that’s what Talk PANTS is 
all about. Developed with children, parents, carers and teachers, Talk PANTS is here to help 
children understand that their body belongs to them, and they should tell a safe adult they trust 
if anything makes them feel upset or worried. 

 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/


PE Days 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school on the relevant days. 

Hedgehogs - Fridays    Owls - Thursdays & Fridays    Foxes - Thursday & Friday 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Friday 31st January Inset Day 

Monday 31st January Inset Day - school closed to pupils 

  

  

  

  

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old clothing you do not mind getting 
dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs 

are advised because of the wet weather.  

Year 2 
2/10/2024 

Year 1 
9/10/2024 

Reception 
16/10/2024 

Nursery 
23/10/2024 

Tuesday 8th October Reception Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am more info to follow 

Friday 11th October - 2.15pm PTFA Meeting everyone welcome  

Monday 14th October Reception Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am more info to follow 

Thursday 10th October Wear Yellow to raise awareness of Mental Health 

Tuesday 22nd October Year 1 Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am more info to follow 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening - Owls & Foxes 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Thursday 24th October Year 1 Learn with Me: Phonics 9 - 10am more info to follow 

Thursday 24th October Parents Evening - Hedgehogs 

Friday 26th October 
Harvest Celebration in church - everyone welcome to join us 
at 9:15am at St Leonards Church, Dunston 

Monday 28th October 

Friday 1st November 
Half Term 

Tuesday 12th November An introduction to worry - parent workshop 9-10am 

Monday 23rd December 

Friday 3rd January 2025 
Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Back to school 

  

  









Do you shop at ASDA? If so we need 

you to help us raise funds at no cost to you!! 
Between 2nd September and 30th November 
2024, every time customers shop with Asda 
using their Rewards app, they can choose a 
primary school to receive a percentage of 

their spend. And that’s not all — every time 
a customer chooses St Leonard’s, Asda will 

donate £1 to your school’s Cashpot  
All you need to do is to follow the steps 
below and choose our school (use our 

postcode ST18 9AG) on their App.   As this 
doesn’t apply to high schools please pass our 
school name on to any friends and family. - 

We have currently already raised £79.00 
Thank you!! 


