
 

 

Friday 5th July 2024 

Our School Value: Respect 
Do for other people the same things you want them to do for you. Matthew 7:12  

Dear Families, 

It has been a week of much change in school! 

On Wednesday our Year 4 pupils visited Penkridge Middle School to 
get a taste of what life will be like in September. They had a great 
day and came back full of stories to share! In school we spent the 
day in our new classes - getting used to new seats and new faces. 
We also had the pleasure of welcoming our new starters into 
Hedgehogs. 

 

We know times of change can bring about lots of emotions in 
children, often they don't find it easy to talk about how they are 
feeling when things are changing. Please be assured that this is 
normal. If you are concerned, speak to your child's class teacher, or 
get into with the Education Mental Health Team. The Sandbox is an 
online platform which also offers support to families: https://
thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/ 

 

Next week, we are looking forward to welcoming our friends from 
Chuckle House into school for the day on Wednesday. They will be 
working with each class to celebrate what makes us all unique. 
They will also be telling us how our recent fundraising has 
impacted their work. Watch this space for photos of the day! 

 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips  

https://thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/
https://thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/


 

School Attendance 1st July - 5th July 2024 

Hedgehogs        93% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        92% 

Whole School   93% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Reminder 

Earrings MUST be 
removed for PE 
on Thursdays & 
Fridays.  Thank 
you for your co-
operation. 

Your child’s attendance 

for the last year is on the 

front of their report.  This 

picture helps explain 

what it means.  Please 

note an ‘Unauthorised’ 

mark is given for 

unapproved holidays 

unexplained absences 

and late after the register 

has closed at 8:55am.  

Children arriving between 

8:45– 8:55am receive a 

late mark. 



Leavers church service - Friday 19th July 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our Leavers Service on Friday 
19th July, at St Leonard’s Church, Dunston. We aim for the children 

to arrive by 9:20am. Seating will be reserved for parents of Y4 
children. 

This week Miss Phillips showed a family around school as they are moving 
to the area - Foxes were asked why they should choose our school: 

Fran “You couldn’t get a better place than this” 

Harrison F “You’ll love it here” 

High praise from the children! 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 3rd 
gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

95 

137 

107 

Owls have been working with partners to 
write expanded noun phrases to describe all 

sorts of strange looking aliens. 

Class Owls would like some junk modelling donations next week 
please, cardboard boxes (no larger than a cereal box) yoghurt pots, 
tubes etc 



 

Next week during worship we are learning: 

‘Peace like a river’  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7it5W1FVtTs 

Please follow the link above to hear the 
music 

Thank you to our work experience students who have joined us from 
Wolgarston this week! Well done for getting stuck in and lending a 

hand around school.  

Community Day: Thank you to the team from Wolgarston who have 
worked hard to improve our site today. They have filled a skip and 

done some much needed sorting! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7it5W1FVtTs


 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 
Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Football Football 

Your parent governors Steph and Lucy would like to thank everybody for their help 
and contributions to the summer fayre after sports day.  We raised a whopping 
£337.00 part of which will be going to an ice-cream van as a surprise for the children 

in the last week of term, some much needed new atlas’ and some watches so the children can learn 
to tell the time.  We would like to thank in particular Nicky and family for the use of the tractor, 
Laura and Hannah for organising the kind donations from Tesco, Emma for organising various 
donations and her assistance throughout and Steph, Mrs Hubbard, Karen, Philippa, Lyndsey and 
Laura for their help and support with the stalls and all our talented bakers for their 
contributions.  A huge thank you to everyone else that got involved and of course the teachers who 
supported us.  

The PTA is a crucial part of school life with an aim to provide additional supplies for the school 
where there is a need (and I’m sure you can all appreciate there’s always a need) as well as things 
like Easter eggs, Christmas presents, Santa, ice-cream trucks and other fun things for the children 
to enjoy.  As parent governors, we would like to continue to support the PTA but crucially, we need 
you to take up the mantle so that it remains separate and distinct from the school as it should.  You 
can devote as much or as little time as you want and the more parents that get involved, even on a 
ad-hoc basis, the more the PTA can do to support the school.  It doesn’t matter if work 
commitments prevent you from being there at the gate, there are plenty jobs for all and it would be 
lovely to see the PTA flourish.  

If you would like to get involved please could you email Steph using s.wilkes@st-leonards-
dunston.staffs.sch.uk or speak to Lucy or Steph at the school gate or the school office. There will be 
a meeting in early September so look out for the date as well. 

Lucy Haynes 

Monday 8th July 

Please could all children in Years 3 & 4 come to school in Forest 
School clothing as they will be taking part in an ecology safari with 

Ahead Partnerships. 

mailto:swilkes@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk
mailto:swilkes@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk


Along with enjoying time in our new classes or playing and learning with new members of 
Hedgehogs, we have had a great week continuing to learn about minibeasts. We have continued to 
explore the habitats around us and try to spot the butterflies we released last week. We were feeling 

down about not finding any so we made some butterfly prints to cheer us up. We also created a 
new habitat for some black crickets who have entertained us with their chirpy songs. We read the 

very Quiet Cricket and found out how they make their noise. Reception also used their brilliant 
reading skills to help the nursery find out facts about them. In maths, Nursery have being trying to 

count accurately and Reception have been sharing and grouping amounts. 



Cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 is £2.95 as of April 2024 

The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have allergies.  Thank you 

Wednesday 17th July there will 
be no hot meals as we are hav-
ing a whole school picnic on the 
field.  Children will be offered a 
Picnic Bag from the kitchen (at 
the normal cost of £2.95 / free 

for Reception, Y1 & Y2) there will 
be a choice of a Ham or Cheese 

sandwich. 



Everyone had fun spending 
time in their September 
classroom, this week! 



Do fish learn to swim? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

Our Safeguarding Team 
Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

When does the past become history? 
Imelda A couple of days or weeks later” 

Alex “A miracle happens and then over 100 or 
200 years later it’s history” 

Jenson “A couple of centuries” 

Fran “You have to learn something for it to 
become history” 

Sophie “If something really important happens 
it will go on a time line and then it will become 
history” 

Aoife “You learn about the past in history” 

Alfie “It’s the past if you want to learn about it, 
I like to learn about fossils which are old 
because I am interested in them” 

Free safeguarding training available to anyone wishing to sign 
up: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/listen-up-speak-up/ 

PARENTS IN YEAR 4 - with the end of year fast approaching, 
please can you make sure that all outstanding balances on 
ParentPay are cleared.   PARENTS IN NURSERY - Please make 
sure any outstanding dinner money is cleared before your child transitions to 
Reception where they will qualify for ’Universal Free School Meals’  
We will be emailing you every week to update you on your current outstanding 
payments.  Thank you for your co-operation 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/listen-up-speak-up/


Monday 8th July 
FOXES - come to school in Forest School clothing - Ecology 
Safari project 

Tuesday 9th July New intake Forest School Session - 9.20am 

Wednesday 10th July Chuckle Productions Arts Day   

Friday 19th July - approx. 9:15am Leavers Service - St Leonard’s Church, Dunston 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year - school closes at 1:30pm 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

Wednesday 4th September Back to School 

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable - Summer Term 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Please make sure 
your child has their 

PE kit in school.  
Thank you for your 

co-operation 

Church services 

Reverend Amanda 
welcomes any families to 

join in with her services at 
St Leonard’s church, 

Dunston. 

Dunston service is weekly at 
11am with communion, the 
first Sunday of every month 
is an all age service without 

communion. 
 

On your child's forest school day, 
please send them to school dressed in 
old clothing you do not mind getting 
dirty. Please also ensure they have 

wellies to change into, if they are not 
kept at school. Layers and waterproofs 

are advised because of the wet 
weather, or 

sunhats should 
the weather be 

on our side! 

09/07/2024 Nurs 














