
 

 

Friday 14th June 2024 

Our School Value: Respect 
Do for other people the same things you want them to do for you. Matthew 7:12  

Dear Families, 

What a busy week we have had in school!  

Tuesday was a huge success with our visit from Steve Smallman. The 
children loved seeing him create illustrations and talk about the story-
writing process. We know they went home and have continued to talk 
about all they learnt. We have also seen them build on this learning in 
school over the rest of the week. We have many budding authors and 
illustrators amongst us! 

Preparations continue for Sports' Day - somewhat hindered by the 
unpredictable weather! We are all very much looking forward to 
gathering together for this event and our summer fair. We will be 
keeping an eye on the weather and will communicate any cancellation at 
the earliest opportunity.  

On Wednesday, we will be welcoming our SIAMs inspector into school as 
per the letter sent to parents earlier in the week. We have much to 
celebrate during this inspection and have no doubt that she will receive a 
warm welcome from our community. Thank you to all who have taken 
the time to complete our pupil voice. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips  

Our 

School 

Prayer 

Dear God, 

This is our school, let peace be here, 

Let the rooms be full of contentment, 

Let love be here, love of one another, 

And love of God, let us remember, 

That as many hands build a house, 

As many hearts make a school. 

Amen 



 

School Attendance 10th - 14th June 2024 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls      97% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School   97% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local Authority 
for term time holidays. 

Glow in the dark Dodgeball 

Friday 28th June  

On Friday 28th June we are hosting a Glow in the Dark Dodgeball event for all 
pupils to raise money for our chosen charity - Chuckle House! Children are invited 
to come to school in their PE kit and we are suggesting a charitable donation of 

£5 per family. The donation can be made to our fund-raising page:  https://
www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/st-leonard-s-first-school 

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/st-leonard-s-first-school
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/st-leonard-s-first-school




 

Don’t forget your class topic web is available to 
view on our website under the Curriculum page - 
this gives a brief insight to what your child is 
learning this term. https://www.st-leonards-
dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-
nursery-reception/ 

PARENTS IN YEAR 4 
- with the end of 
year fast 
approaching, please can you make 
sure that all outstanding balances on 
ParentPay are cleared. Thank you for 
your co-operation 

Following the announcement of 
Mr Water's retirement, we are 
recruiting. Please see details of 
the post on WB Jobs or on our 
website, closing date is 18th 
June 2024 https://www.st-

leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
vacancies/ 

JOIN OUR TEAM! 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/


 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 
Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Football 

On Wednesday a group of Year 4 
children represented our school at 
Perkins Engines in Stafford.  They 
delivered a fabulous presentation 
about out Kit Car to judges who 

awarded us a ‘Runner up Prize’ of 
£100.00! 

 I was so impressed with the projects, the presentations and the excellent behaviour from the children, you should 
be very proud of your school and children. As I looked around the faces of the children participating, the teachers, 
our judges, our guests, and our employees supporting it was clear to see the smiles and engagement in the event, 

and the huge value it was delivering.  Rob Walker (BEng, PIEMA, Tech IOSH)  Perkins Engines 



 

 

Children in Owls have begun their new Science topic on plants. They 
began by going on a plant hunt to find, identify and name a range of 

plants growing in our school grounds. Then they each planted a 
sunflower seed and are looking forward to seeing them grow. 



Summer Fayre 

Friday 21st June after sports day. 

Thank you to everyone who has already expressed interest in our summer fair. This will be 
taking place on Friday 21st June, 2.30pm - 4.00pm after Sports' Day. 

If you are able to run a stall or support with running a stall please add 
your name to the stall list which is in the entrance hall. We are also looking 
for 'big ticket' raffle prizes - if you are able to donate, or know 
a local business who can, we'd love to hear from you!  There 

is a box in the entrance hall for any raffle/tombola donations.   

Refreshments will be served during the afternoon too, so don’t forget to bring 
your pennies!! 

Please speak to Lucy Haynes, Steph Wilkes or drop us an email: summerfair@st-leonards-
dunston.staffs.sch.uk  

Next week during worship we are learning: 

‘Our God is a great big God’  

Great Big God (Lyric Video) (youtube.com) 

Please follow the link above to hear the 
music 

As part of their Science project 
Foxes are observing the root 

growth of broad beans they have 
planted. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0K3TUFFpmhA


Y3 Forest  

School 



Cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 is £2.95 as of April 2024 

The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have allergies.  Thank you 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 3rd 
gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

200 

156 

136 



We have continued to observe our micro-habitats we have created for our minibeasts. The 
children have been fascinated by the changes the caterpillars have made over the last to 

weeks and we have predicted that we may have some cocoons on Monday. The children have 
also been searching for aphids to feed our ladybirds. On Tuesday, the children were very 
excited by the visit of Steve Smallman and loved listening to him read some of his funny 

stories. He also drew some incredible minibeast illustrations for us. We have started a new 
investigation this week and looked at minibeasts that work as a team. We found some giant 
ant’s nest and the children were amazed how many there were 
and how they worked together to move the larvae underground. 
We collected some worker ants and have created a mini-habitat 
for them in the classroom. We also collected grass that had just 

been cut and made a giant ant hill. We have also been practising 
our throwing skills ready for 

sports day. During our writing 
time, Nursery are trying to form 

letters accurately ready for 
Reception and the older children 

are building their writing stamina 
ready for Year 1 



Are there different types of love? 
Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family 
take time to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the 

question during Worship on Friday. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

What can you see? 

Harrison F “Loads of statues and stairs going 
up” 

CeCe “stairs” 

Mason “The pictures look upside down” 

Finley “It’s an illusion of people walking 
upstairs” 

Jenson “It’s an optical illusion”  

 

Rohan “the house is upside down” 

Fran “It reminds me of a game you can play on 
a phone” 

Ted H “It’s a house with 5 ways” 

Aoife “I can see a jail in the corner” 

Thomas T “It’s an alien house, everything is up-
side down” 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/whats-the-big-idea-love 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/whats-the-big-idea-love


Wednesday 19th June Siam's Inspection 

Friday 21st June Sports Day - afternoon 

Friday 28th June Glow in the Dark Dodgeball fundraiser  

Wednesday 3rd July - 9.30am Pen ridge Middle Transition Day - Year 4 only 

Wednesday 3rd July Transition Day to new classes 

Wednesday 10th July Chuckle Productions Arts Day  - more info to follow 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable - Summer Term 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Please make sure 
your child has their 

PE kit in school.  
Thank you for your 

co-operation 

18/06/2024 Y2 

Church services 

Reverend Amanda 
welcomes any families to 

join in with her services at 
St Leonard’s church, 

Dunston. 

Dunston service is weekly 
at 11am with communion, 
the first Sunday of every 

month is an all age service 
without communion. 

On your child's forest school day, please 
send them to school dressed in old 
clothing you do not mind getting 

dirty. Please also ensure they have 
wellies to change into, if they are 

not kept at school. Layers and 
waterproofs are advised because of the 
wet weather., or sunhats should the 

wear be on our side! 

25/06/2024 Y1 

02/07/2024 Rec 

09/07/2024 Knurs 






