
 

 

Friday 3rd May 2024 

Our School Value: Service  
“God has shown you his grace in giving you different gifts.  And you are like servants who are responsible for 

using God’s gifts. So be good servants and use your gifts to serve each other. Peter 4:10   

Dear Families, 

Another week has flown by in school!  

I spent a busy afternoon in Hedgehogs on Thursday and 
was blown away by the progress the children have made in 
their writing! Do check out the photos on our Facebook 
page. The reception children all composed their own 
sentences and wrote them using their phonic knowledge - 
well done! 

I have also joined Owls and Foxes during whole class 
reading lessons this week and have loved hearing how 
fluently the children read. They have all been focusing on 
developing their reading comprehension and deepening their 
understanding of what they have read. Asking questions 
such as "who, what, where, when and why" when hearing 
your child read can really support this at home.  

We have a four-day week to look forward to next week and 
have Academy Photography in school on Friday morning for 
class photos and Year 4 leavers' pictures. We are also 
welcoming Alison Lloyd, our mental health practitioner into 
school over lunch time on Thursday - Alison always enjoys 
catching up with our pupils and we are very grateful for her 
time and support. 

Have a wonderful bank holiday weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



 

Foxes  are reading ‘The Matchbox 
Diary’ and have been writing a 

biography about what life was like 
in America in 1800’s 



 

School Attendance 29th April - 3rd May 2024 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls      90% 

Foxes        99% 

Whole School  95% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Next week during worship we are learning: 

‘Give me oil in my lamp  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OGMjDllEJM 

Please follow the link above to hear the 
music 

It can be tricky sometimes to know when to keep your child off from 
school  when they are feeling unwell.  The NHs website has some helpful 
advice  and guidelines:  Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

Home time 
Reminder: the trim trail must not be used by children at home time. Children must be 
supervised by the adult collecting them as they leave school, many children are running 
through the school gate towards the road and village hall without an adult.   

Thank you for your co-operation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OGMjDllEJM
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


In Art Foxes have been 
drawing celebrity 

portraits in the style of 
Andy Warhol. 



We are hiring! 

We are looking to recruit an EYFS 
Teaching Assistant and an After 
School Care Teaching Assistant.  

For more information please visit our 
school website: https://www.st-
leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/

vacancies/ 
Closing date: 13th May 2024 at 9am 

Lost Property 

Please may we remind you to name 
EVERY piece of school clothing, 
drinks bottles and lunch boxes.  A 
permanent marker on a washing 
label works just as well as sew in or 
iron on tags.  Any items with a name 
on will be returned to their owner! 
Un-named items will be 
placed in our Lost 
Property box which can 
be found by the School 
Reception entrance. 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/


for your generous donations! 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 
Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics Gymnastics 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 3rd 
gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

86 69 

101 



Owls are pleased to see their 
caterpillars thriving they are 

growing everyday! 

Owls are thrilled that Elsie has brought 
some tadpoles into school. We have found 
them a tank and some pondweed and we 

are looking forward to watching them 
change 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 is £2.95 as of April 2024 

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have allergies.  Thank you 

Drinks Bottles 
Please make sure your 

child has a drinks bottle 
at school every day.  It 
is important that they are clearly 
marked with the child’s name and 
that they can easily identify them 
so that they don’t drink from the 

wrong bottle.  As part of the 
schools healthy eating policy, 

bottles should only contain water. 

The Reading Tree 

The school library is 
open every Friday 

afternoon at 3:10pm 
for parents & children 
to choose a book of 
their choice to take home.  Returns 
can be brought back the following 

week. 





Are rainbows real if we can’t touch them? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Pippa “Without food we will die” 

Koby “We get energy” 

Teddy P “Without food we can only 
survive 2 months” 

Elijah “I think without food we can only 
survive for 6 weeks” 

Thomas H “We eat to keep muscles & 
bones healthy” 

Gracie “We will die” 

Ruby “We get more energy” 

Myla “Without food we will get skinny & 
ill” 

Isla “We eat food to be healthy” 

Belle “If we didn’t eat, we would die of 
hunger” 

Why do humans eat food? Question by 
Olivia in Owls 

New to you rail! 

Please help yourself to 
any of the items on our rail which can 
be found either outside of school or in 

the entrance hall.  If you child has 
outgrown any uniform and you would 
like to donate for others to use, please 

make sure you have removed any names 
and then place on the rail for others. 

 

 

 

Fruit 

Children in Nursery through to the end of Year 
2 are supplied with 1 piece of fruit per day 

from the Government.  Please could children in 
Foxes (Y3 & Y4) remember to bring a piece of 

fruit to eat at break time, no crisps or 
chocolates please. 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 



The warmer weather has helped us think about the changes outside and 
the children have been helping to water our plants and explaining what 
plants need to grow. Nursery made hats using daisies they had picked 

from the field. In our class worship on Thursday we found out about the 
May Day Holiday and the history behind why we celebrate the start of 
summer. Also in our collective worship we have been secret service spies 
and tried to help others without them knowing. At the end of the day we 
put on our special spy sunglasses and explained what we have done. In 

our topic work about transport we looked at some incredible places where 
trains travel and wrote about them in our Golden Jotters. Nursery have 

been learning about the letter sounds s, a and t and trying to write them. 
In maths Reception have been reminding themselves what doubles are 

and see how many double facts they can remember. 



Owls have been continuing with their Art topic, Animals Around the World. This 
week we've been thinking about African animals and looked closely at their 

colours and patterns. We cut out animal silhouettes and stuck them on a patterned 
background. Some children chose the pattern which matched their animal, whilst 

others opted for a different pattern. 



One of the schools in our Academy Trust are hiring!  
For more information go to their school website: https://www.tynselparkesacademy.co.uk/

vacancies/ 

Mr Cole from 
Penkridge Middle 

School has visited year 
4 this afternoon to talk 
to the children about 
their move to Middle 
school in September.  

He answered the 
children’s questions 

about mobiles, 
swimming, friendships, 

clubs etc 

https://www.tynselparkesacademy.co.uk/vacancies/
https://www.tynselparkesacademy.co.uk/vacancies/


Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 10th May Academy Photography - Class photos & Leavers 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential  

Thursday 23rd May Church service 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

W/C Monday 3rd June (2 wks) Y4 multiplication checks 

Friday 21st June Sports Day - afternoon 

Wednesday 3rd July - 9.30am Penkridge Middle Transition Day - Year 4 only 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

PE  Timetable - Summer Term 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Please make sure 
your child has their 

PE kit in school.  
Thank you for your 

co-operation 

7/05/2024 Year 4 

14/05/2024 Nursery 

Church services 

Reverend Amanda 
welcomes any families to 
join in with her services at 

St Leonard’s church, 
Dunston. 

Dunston service is weekly 
at 11am with communion 
and the first Sunday of 

every month is an all age 
service without 

communion. 

On your child's forest school day, please 
send them to school dressed in old 

clothing you do not mind getting 
dirty. Please also ensure they 
have wellies to change into, if 
they are not kept at school. 
Layers and waterproofs are 

advised because of the wet weather., or 
sunhats should the wear be on our side! 



Staffordshire County Council are running a parents survey which is 
aimed at parents of early years children and those expecting a baby. 

 As part of the sufficiency duty they are required to engage with 
parents to find out their experiences of childcare and what they need 

in future. This is particularly important at this time with the new 
entitlements coming in and we know that providers are struggling 
mainly due to funding rates and difficulties with staffing needs.  

Please could you share the below links with your parents, staff and 
any other groups as appropriate so that we can get as wide a range 

of views as possible. The survey closes on the 12th May 2024.  

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-
tools/34940 

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-tools/34940
https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-tools/34940

