
 

 

Friday 10th May 2024 

Our School Value: Service  
“God has shown you his grace in giving you different gifts.  And you are like servants who are responsible for 

using God’s gifts. So be good servants and use your gifts to serve each other. Peter 4:10   

Dear Families, 

A beautiful week has put a smile on all our faces! 

The 4-day week has been as packed as ever. We had a visit from 
the team at Perkins this week. We take part in their Eco-Award 
annually, and this year have been tasked with building a kit-car! 
As you can imagine, this is no small feat, and Mr Waters and 
Foxes have tackled it with full force! The team were very 
impressed with the progress we had made - well done all! 

Alison Lloyd was back in for a lunchtime drop in on Thursday. 
She spent time talking with children about the things they love 
in school. We love having Alison visit, and she always loves 
coming to see us. Leaflets can be found in the main office about 
the Mental Health Support Team, should you wish to explore 
what Alison and the team can offer further. 

Our Year Four buddies have spent time in Hedgehogs this week, 
preparing examples of the way they show service to each other in 
school. We are looking forward to sharing these at our church 
celebration on Thursday 23rd May - do join us if you are free. 

Next week, Foxes head to Laches Wood for a two-night 
residential! We can't wait to share stories of how they get on! Wi
-Fi signal at the centre isn't great, 
so we will be uploading photos as 
best as we can, and will have 
plenty to share on their return. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



This week Owls have been thinking about animals in Australia and 
have also been looking at traditional Aboriginal art. We created these 
fantastic pictures using cotton buds whilst listening to the didgeridoo!  

 



 

School Attendance 7th May - 10th May 2024 

Hedgehogs        100% 

Owls      88% 

Foxes        96% 

Whole School  94% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Next week during worship we are learning: 

‘Praise ye the Lord’  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuODF9Kbgnw 

Please follow the link above to hear the 
music 

It can be tricky sometimes to know when to keep your child off from 
school  when they are feeling unwell.  The NHs website has some helpful 
advice  and guidelines:  Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

At last warmer weather!! 

All children must come to school with a water bottle. 
We also recommend applying 8-hour sun-cream at the 
start of the day to reduce the need to apply in school - 

staff are unable to apply cream for children. Hats and sunglasses may 
also be worn, and rain-coats should be brought if rain is forecast.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuODF9Kbgnw
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


We have been looking at planes in our transport theme. Finding out about the first air travel 
by hot air balloon  and then the Wright Brothers first flight. We went outside and found out 

how planes can fly using kites and foam planes. Nursery have loved making different 
vehicles out of junk and we even made a chariot after reading about how Elijah went to 

heaven in R.E. All of the children are really impressing us with their phonics knowledge and 
Reception have been showing how good they are in shared reading and their independent 
writing. In maths, Reception have been looking closely at 3D shapes 
and thinking how 2D shapes are used to create their faces. We then 

used lots of 3D shapes in our play to support our learning. 



We are hiring! 

We are looking to recruit an EYFS 
Teaching Assistant and an After 
School Care Teaching Assistant.  

For more information please visit our 
school website: https://www.st-
leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/

vacancies/ 
Closing date: 13th May 2024 at 9am 

Summer Fayre 

Friday 21st June after 

sports day. 

 

For more details and to help out 
speak to Lucy Haynes or the 

school office. 

 

Watch this space!!  

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/


Joshua  Ellis  Edie 
 

Harrison F  Olivia R  Aoife 

Foxes enjoying 
time in our school 

library, The 
Reading Tree 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 is £2.95 as of April 2024 

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have allergies.  Thank you 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 3rd 
gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

198 

231 

146 





Why do we learn? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Sophie “Rainbows are real because it is 
when water and sun combine 

Preston “It’s not real” 

Edie It’s real and it’s not real, you can’t 
touch it because it’s not really there and 
the closer you get ,it gets further away” 

Orla “You can see rainbows but you can’t 
touch them” 

Savannah “Yes they are real, because if 
water and the sun mixes it makes a  
vibrant colour” 

Esme “They are real but you can’t feel 
them” 

Bow “Yes, they are real but are like stars 
you can see them but can’t feel them” 

Xander “You can see them” 

Are rainbows real if we can’t touch them? 

Our Safeguarding Team 

Miss Phillips is our Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Miss Laing is our Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Should you hear or see something that concerns you, 
please contact the office to speak to either of them. 

Collecting 
children’s 

thoughts on 
the big 

question 



Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential  

Thursday 23rd May Church service - all parents are invited to join us 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

W/C Monday 3rd June (2 wks) Y4 multiplication checks 

Wb 10th June Year 1 Phonics Screening check 

Friday 21st June Sports Day - afternoon 

Friday 28th June Glow in the Dark Dodgeball fundraiser - more info to follow 

Wednesday 3rd July - 9.30am Penkridge Middle Transition Day - Year 4 only 

Wednesday 3rd July Transition Day to new classes 

Wednesday 10th July Chuckle Productions Arts Day  -more info to follow 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

PE  Timetable - Summer Term 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Please make sure 
your child has their 

PE kit in school.  
Thank you for your 

co-operation 

14/05/2024 Nursery 

Church services 

Reverend Amanda 
welcomes any families to 
join in with her services at 

St Leonard’s church, 
Dunston. 

Dunston service is weekly 
at 11am with communion 
and the first Sunday of 

every month is an all age 
service without 

communion. 

On your child's forest school day, 
please send them to school dressed in 

old clothing you do not mind 
getting dirty. Please also ensure 

they have wellies to change 
into, if they are not kept at 

school. Layers and waterproofs 
are advised because of the wet 

weather., or sunhats should the wear 
be on our side! 











Staffordshire County Council are running a parents survey which is 
aimed at parents of early years children and those expecting a baby. 

 As part of the sufficiency duty they are required to engage with 
parents to find out their experiences of childcare and what they need 

in future. This is particularly important at this time with the new 
entitlements coming in and we know that providers are struggling 
mainly due to funding rates and difficulties with staffing needs.  

Please could you share the below links with your parents, staff and 
any other groups as appropriate so that we can get as wide a range 

of views as possible. The survey closes on the 12th May 2024.  

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-
tools/34940 

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-tools/34940
https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-tools/34940



