
 

 

Friday 26th April 2024 

Our School Value: Service  
“God has shown you his grace in giving you different gifts.  And you are like servants who are responsible for 

using God’s gifts. So be good servants and use your gifts to serve each other. Peter 4:10   

Dear Families, 

A sunny week has been welcomed by us all! I particularly 
enjoyed trying out our new jumbo-skipping-rope during lunch 
time on Wednesday; it brought back many of my own school 
memories! 

We marked Allergy Awareness Week on Wednesday - thank you 
to the family who brought this to our attention. We have many 
children with allergies and intolerances in school and it was 
great to talk about what this means and how we can look after 
one another in school. The children proved themselves to be 
very knowledgeable and were confident in sharing their own 
experiences. 

Next week, we are welcoming staff into school from Penkridge 
Middle School. They will be meeting with staff and our Year 4 
pupils to begin their important transition into Year 5. We are 
also making plans for transition meetings and visits for the 
children who will be joining us for the first time in September - 
there is lots to look forward to! 

In lessons, pupils are enjoying learning about all sorts - from 
transport and mapping, continents and oceans, to fossils and 
The USA! Do ask your child about their learning, and do 
remember that the best way children of all ages can be 
supported is through regular opportunities to read aloud at 
home.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



In PHSE Owls have been learning about friendships 
and how to deal with ‘falling out’.  They looked at a 

range of scenarios and discussed with a partner, 
talking about how best to deal with the situation.  

Owls are continuing to learn about fractions, they used cubes and bar 
models to make equal groups. 



 

School Attendance 22nd April - 26th April 2024 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        94% 

Whole School  94.7% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Next week during worship we are learning: 

‘Give me oil in my lamp  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OGMjDllEJM 

Please follow the link above to hear the 
music 

Staffordshire County Council are running a parents 
survey which is aimed at parents of early years children 

and those expecting a baby. 

 As part of the sufficiency duty they are required to engage with parents to find out their 
experiences of childcare and what they need in future. This is particularly important at 

this time with the new entitlements coming in and we know that providers are 
struggling mainly due to funding rates and difficulties with staffing needs.  

Please could you share the below links with your parents, staff and any other groups as 
appropriate so that we can get as wide a range of views as possible. The survey closes on 

the 12th May 2024.  

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-tools/34940 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OGMjDllEJM
https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/embeds/projects/24643/survey-tools/34940


We have been reading The Train Ride this week and looking at different trains from Stevenson’s 
Rocket to the Japanese Bullet trains. Nursery have been trying to make patterns and one of their 

challenges this week was to make a pattern using train carriage colours. Reception have been 
making 2 groups that make ten and they are all becoming really knowledgeable about numbers 
to 10. In all of our learning through play we are incorporating our transport topic. Some of the 
boys were flipping burgers in our truck stop mud kitchen and others were making street mazes 

with blocks 



We are hiring! 

We are looking to recruit an EYFS 
Teaching Assistant and an After School 

Care Teaching Assistant.  

For more information please visit our 
school website: https://www.st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/ 

“One child, one teacher, 

one pen and one book 

can change the world” 

Malala Yousafzai 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/vacancies/


for your generous donations! 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg 
swimming, football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our 

Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Football Football Swimming 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 3rd 
gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

96 

169 

113 



Allergy Awareness 
Assembly 

Miss Phillips held an allergy 
awareness assembly yesterday.  

The children were very 
knowledgeable and some children 

shared their own personal 
experiences of living with allergies, 

and the importance of staying 
away from what they are allergic 

to. 

What does it mean if you have 
an allergy? 

Harrison “You can’t have something 
because it’s bad for you” 

Ralph “If you are allergic to 
something if you eat it, you might 

have a reaction” 

How could you have an 
allergic reaction? 

Alfie “Smelling something” 

Jenson “You could eat something” 

Rohan “You could have a reaction 
to sun cream” 

Darcie “you could touch something”  
Trixie (in reply) “Yes and your skin 

will go red” 

Home time 
Reminder: children must be supervised by the adult collecting them as they leave school, 
many children are running through the school gate towards the road and village hall without 
an adult.  



In Art Owls are thinking 
about animals around 

the world, which ties in 
beautifully with our 

current Geography topic. 

We started right here in 
the UK and looked 

carefully at a range of 
British wildlife, before 

drawing these fantastic 
robins and hedgehogs. 

Next stop Africa! 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Cost of a school meal for children in Nursery, Year 3 & Year 4 is £2.95 as of April 2024 

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have allergies.  Thank you 

Jenson  Esme  Jakey 
 

William  Darcie  Savannah 





Why do humans eat food? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Ted “sometimes my brother makes a joke” 

Olivia J “I laugh at my sister when she 
plays with me” 

Thomas Th “I laugh at my baby sister” 

Arthur “When my dad laughs, it makes me 
laugh out loud” 

Alex “Laughing is expressing you are 
happy” 

Koby “My dad pulls funny faces to make 
me laugh, it makes me happy” 

Thomas H “My sister makes me giggle, she 
makes me smile” 

What is the point in laughing? 

Question by 
Olivia in Owls 

Miss Phillips has met with the school 
council this week, to discuss our latest 

project to support Chuckle House. 

Lunchtime smiles! 

We are extremely lucky to be only 1 of 
5 schools to have been chosen by 

Perkins Engines to receive a ‘kit car’ 
for the children to make.  Children in 

Foxes will all be given a chance to 
help to put it together. Many thanks 

to Mr Waters for arranging this for us. 



Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 10th May Academy Photography - Class photos & Leavers 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential  

Thursday 23rd May Church service 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

W/C Monday 3rd June (2 wks) Y4 multiplication checks 

Friday 21st June Sports Day - afternoon 

Wednesday 3rd July - 9.30am Penkridge Middle Transition Day - Year 4 only 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

PE  Timetable - Summer Term 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs, Owls & Foxes 

Please make sure 
your child has their 

PE kit in school.  
Thank you for your 

co-operation 

30/04/2024 Year 3 

7/05/2024 Year 4 

14/05/2024 Nursery 

Church services 

Reverend Amanda 
welcomes any families to 
join in with her services at 

St Leonard’s church, 
Dunston. 

Dunston service is weekly 
at 11am with communion 
and the first Sunday of 

every month is an all age 
service without 

communion. 

On your child's forest school day, please 
send them to school dressed in old 

clothing you do not mind getting 
dirty. Please also ensure they 
have wellies to change into, if 
they are not kept at school. 
Layers and waterproofs are 

advised because of the wet weather., or 
sunhats should the wear be on our side! 








