
 

 

Friday 1st March 2024 

Our School Value: Forgiveness  
“Be kind and loving to each other. Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ’. Ephesians 4:32  

Dear Families, 

We have had a great week in school, and I must say that the visit from 
Penkridge Fire Service has to have been a highlight all around! 

Matthew and the team led a great morning for the children. They learnt 
about fire safety, what the team do in the community, the role of the 
fire fighter, people who help us, the Great Fire of London, match safety 
and hoax reduction - the team packed loads in! Staff were dressed up in 
their uniforms and the children enjoyed climbing into the engine and 
using the hose. Letters of thanks will be headed their way in the coming 
days. 

Mr Atkins welcomed Sean Cassidy into school on Wednesday afternoon. 
Mr Cassidy is a member of our LAC and came to see how we run our 
provision for our Early Years children. It is great when the members of 
our LAC get to see our school in action, and we are grateful for the time 
that goes into their voluntary role. 

We also had visitors from SUAT in school on Tuesday who came to look 
at teaching and learning across the school. Miss Ashley, our deputy CEO 
and director of education, came along with Mrs Machin, who is Principal 
at St Edward's, Cheddleton. They were blown away by our welcoming 
school environment and the children's behaviour and attitude to their 
learning. We were encouraged by their visit and will be continuing to 
focus on how we can further develop independence in lessons, and our 
reading curriculum.  

On that note, we are very much looking forward 
to celebrating World Book Day on Thursday - 
don't forget to come in your pyjamas and bring 
your favourite book! 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Phillips 



Children in Foxes will be supervising 
the Reading Tree on Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday lunchtimes.  The 
role of the librarian will be to help 
other children to choose books or to 

read to younger pupils. 



If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

On Monday we had a surprise delivery during After 
School Care along with a letter from the House of 

Commons! 
We received 3 boxes which contained 50 books from 
Theo Clarke MP as part of her ’Get Stafford Reading’ 

campaign. 
The children have been delighted with the new 

additions on their class bookshelves.  

Gymnastics Swimming Bike racing Performing at the 
Gatehouse 



Lord I lift your name on high https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw 

Mighty to Save https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo 

He calls me friend https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM


School Council post 

School council were excited to 
receive post this week!  Chuckle 
House have sent a card to us all, 
thanking us for making them so 

welcome a few weeks ago. 

 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

81 

145 

80 

Laches Wood  

A reminder to 
parents in years 3 & 4 that payment 
for their over night residential visit 

to Laches Wood is now due, payment 
is via your ParentPay account.  

Staggered payments can be made. 



I just wanted to let you 
know that F came 
home buzzing with 

excitement and sharing 
information about the 

visit from the Fire 
Service today. 
Thank you for 

arranging all the fun 
and varied things they 

get to do at school. 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

Nursery - September 2024 

We are now taking 
names for children 

wishing to start at our 
school nursery in September 2024. Places are 

limited so please could you drop in / contact the 
office for a form so we can add your child’s 

name to our list no later than Monday 8th April 
- places will be allocated w/c 15th April 2024. If 

you are already in our nursery and wish to 
change or increase sessions for September then 

please email the office with your request.  

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have 
allergies.  Thank you 

School Meal Price Increase 

Edwards & Ward, our catering 
service, have  announced an 

increase in the cost of a meal.  
After Easter children in 

Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 
will be charged £2.95 for a 

school dinner, an increase of 
4%. 



Books are always better than films? True or false? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

 

School Attendance 26th February  - 1st March 2024 

Hedgehogs        87% 

Owls      91% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  92.4% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Alex “I know I’m a footballer but I think 
nurses should be paid more as they help 
people” 

Ted “No, what if a footballer falls and 
breaks a leg he would need a nurse” 

Tovah “Nurses should be paid more they 
help people, footballers just run around 
and make people’s eyes bad following 
them” 

 

Savannah “My mum is a nurse and she 
helps everyone - footballers just fall over 
and make a big deal about it” 

Fran “I think footballers are paid 
thousands to kick a ball, Nurses who help 
lots of people don’t get paid much” 

Myla “footballers run around and kick a 
ball, nurses work hard and help people” 

Imelda “Footballers just run around and 
exercise” 

Should a footballer be paid more than a nurse? 



This week we went for a dinosaur hunt in the woods and tried to work out the code 
to why some dinosaurs were marked red and some were marked green. In the end, 

we solved the riddle and realised some were plant eaters and some were meat eaters. 
We also learnt their scientific names theropods and sauropods. The children have 

used this language in their play while making dinosaur paintings and drawings or 
in their imaginative play outside. In PSHE we have continued to think about healthy 
habits and what it means to be active with our bodies. We tested what movements 

made our hearts beat faster and why this was important. Outside we also worked on 
our understanding of capacity in our water play and continued to develop our 

understanding of 1 more and 1 less using Numicon to help us visualise it. 



 

To celebrate British Science Week, Ark Club will be conducting 
experiments galore each day wc 8th March!  If your child doesn’t attend 
the Ark but they would like to join in, please contact the school office to 

book them in, it will be £3.80 each night until 4pm (you don’t have to do 
all nights) 



Thursday 7th March World Book Day - come to school in PJ’s & bring a book 

Tuesday 19th March  Parents Evening - booking sheets in entrance hall 

Wednesday 20th March Parents Evening - booking sheets in entrance hall 

Friday 22nd March Easter Church Service - parents welcome to join us at 9.15am 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 10th May Academy Photography - Class photos & Leavers 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential - more info to follow 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable February 2024 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Owls 

Friday - Foxes will be swimming 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

Come to school in your PJ’s for World Book Day 

Children are invited to come to school in their pyjamas on 
Thursday 7th March and, if they want to, bring their favourite 

bedtime short story.  We will be spending some time in our house 
teams for stories. 




