
 

 

Friday 15th March 2024 

Our School Value: Forgiveness  
“Be kind and loving to each other. Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ’. Ephesians 4:32  

Dear Families, 

Another week has gone by and it has been packed full as always! 

On Monday, we welcomed Louisa Harrop into school, who is our 
Christian Distinctiveness Advisor from Lichfield Diocese. She visits 
termly and always loves a trip to St Leonards - have a look at her 
feedback on our RE learning later in the Post! 

We have enjoyed making links with other schools in our Trust this 
week - working together is a great way to develop what we do in 
school. Mr Atkins went to visit Perton Primary Academy on Monday 
to share ideas with their Early Years team and I spent Tuesday 
morning visiting Tynsel Parks CE Primary to share ideas as church 
schools. Next week, we look forward to welcoming visitors from 
schools across the Trust to St Leonards. 

Yesterday evening, our Local Academy Council (LAC) met. This is our 
governing body who support the school with strategic direction, 
offering challenge and support. Members of the LAC have been into 
school over the last few months and it is great to have such a 
supportive team around the school.  

Today we carried out our termly fire drill. The children conducted 
themselves excellently and continue to move safely and sensibly 
around the site. Well done everyone!  

We have also enjoyed sharing jokes and making each other chuckle, 
as well as seeing silly socks across the school! Thank you everyone 
for your generous donations to Chuckle Productions. We will be 
continuing to fund-raise for them over the coming months so watch 
this space for more details. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Louisa is our Christian distinctiveness advisor from Lichfield Diocese and works with our school 
as well as all the SUAT schools to support with our vision and values, the RE curriculum and 

collective worship.  

From Louisa: 
  
It was a real treat to work with Miss Phillips and 
discuss RE at St Leonard’s. Miss Phillips and I 
worked together looking at pupils RE books and 
staff and pupil feedback. The quality of the RE that 
I had the privilege to look at, especially the detail 
and level of understanding of Christianity and other 
world faiths, as well as the personal knowledge and 
responses was excellent. It is obvious that the children 
at St Leonard’s are used to asking and thinking about 
big questions and this was clearly visible in the RE 
work, where there were many thoughtful and mature 
responses to challenging issues. I especially liked the creative arts 
tasks, the reflections on key texts and quotes and the application of 
the subjects being learnt to the world in which we live. Thank you to 
all the staff for their hard work and enthusiasm and to the children 
who are working very hard to think deeply 
about what they are learning and why they 
are learning it! I look forward to my next vis-
it.  
 
A question to get you thinking: Is a hot cross 

bun, really cross? 
  

Meet our Chair of the Local Academy 
Council (Governors). 

 
Katrina Gibson is the Chair of our 

Local Academy council, she is 
responsible for chairing our meetings 

and overseeing the LAC. Katrina 
attended a small school growing up 
so knows first hand what a special 

place they are!  



In DT, Owls have been learning how to prepare a range of fruits 
and vegetables ready for eating. They have washed, peeled, sliced, 

chopped and grated. In our next lesson we will be working in 
groups to design our own salads. 



Lord I lift your name on high https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw 

Mighty to Save https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo 

He calls me friend https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68uitaNXtUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PpiezP6xRM


 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves 
and 3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a re-

ward. 

125 

80 78 

Don’t forget to keep your book 
reviews coming!  Blank review 

sheets are available in The 
Reading Tree which is open 

every Friday at 3:10pm 

Nursery - September 2024 

We are now taking names 
for children wishing to start 

at our school nursery in 
September 2024. Places are limited so please could 

you drop in / contact the office for a form so we can 
add your child’s name to our list no later than 

Monday 8th April - places will be allocated w/c 15th 
April 2024. If you are already in our nursery and 
wish to change or increase sessions for September 

then please email the office with your request.  

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics Swimming Football 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have 
allergies.  Thank you 

School Meal Price Increase 
Edwards & Ward, our catering service, have  announced an increase in the cost of a meal.  

After Easter children in Nursery, Year 3 and Year 4 will be charged £2.95 for a school 
dinner, an increase of 4%.  

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
If your child is in Reception or above you might be eligible for free school meals. Please visit 
Staffordshire County Council's online checking tool where, if eligible, you can apply today. 
Here is the link: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/

FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


What does it mean to have hope? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

 

School Attendance 11th March  - 15th March 2024 

Hedgehogs        86% 

Owls      97% 

Foxes        95% 

Whole School  92.9% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

Danny “a flying tank so it can cut 
off a bit of the moon” 

Thomas “a chocolate cake machine” 

Fran “a joke machine, so you can al-
ways have a joke up your sleeve” 

Imelda “a machine that helps you to 
get ready” 

Edward “a spy machine” 

Thomas  “a time machine, so I can 
go back in time to the dinosaurs” 

Dexter “a new Pokémon card, as I’ve 
got them all” 

Alfie “a robot that cuts grass, for the 
farm” 

Jarrod “a money 
machine, so I can 
buy things” 

If you could invent anything, what would it be and why?? 



In English, Owls have been reading The Disgusting 
Sandwich by Gareth Edwards. In the story, a 
sandwich goes through a series of unfortunate 

mishaps, so we decided to make our own sandwiches 
and put them through the same series of mishaps. 

We dropped them in sand, dipped them in the pond, 
rode over them on scooters, stuck feathers on them, 
then left them in a flowerbed, in the hope that slugs 
will slither over them. In our next lesson we plan to 
write instructions for making a disgusting sandwich. 

Please see Miss Laing if you'd like the recipe! 

Finley “This has been the best day of my life” 

Miss Laing: “What, even better than Christmas?” 

Finley “yes” 

Miss Laing “even better than your birthday?” 

Finley “yes” 

A bit later in the day: 

Miss Laing “is it still the best day ever?” 

Finlay “YES!” 



Foxes have explored the inventor of waterproof coats: 
Charles Macintosh.  He was able to find a way of 
making fabric waterproof by layering fabric with 

natural rubber.  We all thought about how we could 
make our resources waterproof.  We then took  turns to 

place our boats into water to see if we’d made any 
waterproof, and if so how long for. 



We have been finding out about palaeontology this week and have been playing 
and exploring in our dino dig site. We are continuing the Easter Story and children 

are starting to bring in their Easter Gardens to show the class. The children are 
trying really hard to develop their sentence writing skills regularly and Nursery 

are developing their name writing abilities. In maths we have been thinking about 
the words long, tall and short. Nursery have used these ideas to help them order 

dinosaurs by their size  



 

Marshmallow towers 

Rockets 

Rubber Egg challenge 

Oobleck 

We had eggs that didn’t 
bounce and rockets that 
didn’t fly, but none the 
less the children had a 

fabulous time completing 
these science activities! 



Tuesday 19th March  Parents Evening - booking sheets in entrance hall 

Wednesday 20th March Team Oak can wear their own clothes - Team winners! 

Wednesday 20th March Parents Evening - booking sheets in entrance hall 

Friday 22nd March Easter Church Service - parents welcome to join us at 9.15am 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 10th May Academy Photography - Class photos & Leavers 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential - more info to follow 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable February 2024 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Owls 

Friday - Foxes will be swimming 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

Laches Wood  

A reminder to 
parents in years 3 & 4 that 

payment for their over night 
residential visit to Laches Wood is 

now due, payment is via your 
ParentPay account.  Staggered 

payments can be made. 

Team point winners this 1/2 term  

Team Oak! 
Children in Oak can come to 

school in non-uniform on 
Wednesday 20th March 






